
 
 
 
Dear Upper School Parents,                      September 28th, 2026 

 
 

Fall is Officially Here  
This is that time of year when the campus and surroundings of the Little Spokane start to take on the indelible 
palate of autumn.  It is always a visual reminder that our school year is likewise maturing and settling into the 
routines of grounded work and increased intensity.  In just a few short weeks the first quarter will wrap up and 
we’ll be looking ahead to the holidays.  Two things of note this week is that we will also be starting our weekly 
grade checks for athletics and activities.  The other is that it is time to check in with our students on the 
progress, growth, and struggles.  This is a critical time to surface frustrations and need for support. If your son 
or daughter is struggling in any way, it is always encouraged to reach out to teachers directly, or to their 
advisors.  If the needs are more holistic or pervasive, don’t hesitate to reach out to Kelsey Nylund or me, to 
see if there is more that needs to be done.  It is a perfect time of year to make changes to schedules, or to 
offer a reallocation of time to students that need that extra boost or attention. Seasonal change is abrupt, but 
the school year is long, and every student has their own pace.  Our upcoming conferences are also an 
excellent way to be able to communicate with each teacher, face-to-face, to hear how your student is doing 
and what advice can be gleaned on ending the first semester strong.  
 
On another note, I wanted to pass along how well the Upper School Fall sports teams are doing, and invite all 
of our Upper School community to look at the calendar below and find a time to come and support our 
Dragon Athletics.  These student athletes are not only performing well on the court, the pitch, and the running 
courses, they are also crushing it in the classroom while absorbing extensive disruptions due to travel.  We are 
proud of all of our teams and their coaches and support their efforts to represent our school, near and far.   
Go Dragons!!! 

 
Upper School Fall Conferences October 22nd and 23rd  
 
This year, following the popularity of last year’s format, we will again be using the same structure to 
encourage all parents and students to attend, and ensure that everyone has access to all of their teachers.  For 
freshmen parents and new parents, the Upper School conferences are a bit different than you are used to.  

You will rotate to all available teachers, first come, first served.  There are chairs outside of all classrooms if 
you would like to wait.  You will have plenty of time to see all teachers.  
 
•We encourage every student to attend with their parents. This will allow for structured conversations and 
reflection on progress. 
 

• Parents will sign-up for one of four sessions. The session will be one hour and forty-five minutes in length. 

 
• Sessions will have a limited number of slots, so that parents can see all teachers. 
 
• Conferences will be limited to 8 minutes per teacher and then they’ll rotate to the next available teacher. 



 
• The goal of the conferences will be to share progress for each student mid-term, with advice and feedback 
on how to improve and grow by the end of the semester. 
 
Please use the following links to sign up for the session that works best for your son/daughter and your family.  

Seats are limited, so sign up ASAP  
 
Upper School Conferences - Thursday, October 22nd 
Upper School Conferences - Friday, October 23rd 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email me directly. 

 
Parent Nights for Seniors and Juniors 
In the next couple of weeks, we will be hosting a couple of important parent nights, for our Junior and Senior 

parents.  I will be sending an invitation to all parents to RSVP for these opportunities.  These nights are 

tailored to the specific needs of grade-level parents.  Students are welcome and encouraged to attend.  In 

these small and focused settings, parents and students can gain clarity on the upcoming calendar and 

deadlines that impact their workload and can help in terms of planning and preparation.  This is also the ideal 

setting for individual questions surrounding student progress, the college application process, and 

expectations and goal-setting.  

September 29th—Senior Night 6-7:30pm (Nathan, Joe, and Jamie B.) 

This is primarily a meeting to walk through the details and calendars for Seniors, answer 

questions regarding college apps, and give an overview/update on IB-related deadlines and 

progress.  

October 8th –Junior Night 6-7:30pm (Department Chairs, Nathan, Joe, and Jamie B.) 

This is a meeting to give a detailed overview of the next couple of years, share a combined 

calendar for parents to navigate, preview college applications an considerations, and answer 

questions regarding our program and student preparation.  

 
Gonzaga and Whitworth Visitation Days 
 Gonzaga University.  
Quick reminder about our excursion to Gonzaga University this Wednesday, September 23rd. We'll leave Saint 
George's at 9:20 and return around 3:00. Lunch will be provided on campus! 
 
Here's our agenda: 
10:00-10:30 AM - Information Session with Admission Counselor 
10:30-12:00 PM - Campus Tour with Student Ambassadors 
12:00-12:45 PM - Lunch in the COG 
12:45-1:15 PM - Student Panel 
1:15-1:25 PM - Break/Walk to Sample Class 
1:25-2:15 PM - Class Visit/Sample Class 

 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4BAEA722A1FF2-65994078-upper
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4BAEA722A1FF2-66050105-upper


Whitworth “Why Whitworth Days” 
Invitation from Trina Allen: If you are interested in attending October 9th, when there will be no school for 
students, please reach out to Joe Connolly joe.connolly@sgs.org.  If that date doesn’t work, please have 
a look at the other opportunities and we will put you in touch with the Whitworth admissions staff.  
 
I'd love to personally organize a visit to Whitworth if you feel like it would resonate with the students.  We 
host a Why Whitworth day almost every Friday, and on October 23rd is our Fall Preview Why Whitworth 
day - a super-charged event that I think would be engaging and fun for SGS students.   
I would be happy to pick them up in a Whitworth van, bring them to the event, then at the end of the day, 
bring them back to SGS. 
 
If the Fall Preview feels a bit long, a Why Whitworth day on Oct. 9th or 16th would also be great, and these 
wrap up closer to 3PM. 
We also offer these visit days on Nov. 11th and 20th if those dates work better. 
 
I can send a poster/flyer to help promote this, stop by and chat with a group, or whatever you feel would 
work best to help you stir up interest in visiting campus.   
 
The real zinger is that if they attend, they earn a $2,000 scholarship if they apply ($500 per year for up to 4 
years.) Easy money, and visiting campus is a million times better than perusing a website. 
 
2026 Saint George’s School Grandparents’ Day 
We're bringing back a beloved event at Saint George's! Please mark your calendars to join us 
for Grandparents’ Day 2026 on Friday, October 16th starting at 8:30 am for a morning of connection, 
conversation, and classroom memories with the students who make your family proud. This special event for 
grandparents gives them the opportunity to spend time on campus, visit classrooms, and experience a 

meaningful part of their grandchild’s school day. 
 
Current parents are welcome to complete the registration form on behalf of the grandparent(s) who plan to 
attend, or you may simply share the registration link directly with them. Please note that the name, mailing 
address, and email entered for registration should belong to the attending grandparent(s), not the current 

parent, so we can ensure all event communications and materials are sent correctly. 
Link to register: https://boostmyschool.com/sgs-2026-grandparents-day 

 
Volunteers Needed: Booster Club Concessions at ESAC 
Upper School Students and Parents,  
The Booster Club is seeking volunteers to help run the concession stand for the Volleyball season and beyond. 
For our Upper School students this can earn them CAS credit (Mel can provide information on expectations 
and training). This is a great opportunity to help support an integral part of our school culture and connect you 
with other members our school community. If you are interested, please read the announcement from Lianne 
Cleary and use the link to sign up to help.  
 
Volunteers Needed: Booster Club Concessions  
Our concession stand runs on volunteer power - and we need more hands on deck! Working a shift in the 
concession stand is wonderful way to boost school spirit and to fundraise for our athletic programs. Shifts are 
a just a few hours and no experience necessary - we will show you the ropes. Sign up today - even one shift 
makes a big difference. 
Concession Stand Volunteers 

mailto:joe.connolly@sgs.org
https://www.whitworth.edu/fall-preview/
https://www.whitworth.edu/cms/administration/admissions/visit/why-whitworth-days/
https://boostmyschool.com/sgs-2026-grandparents-day
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D49A8A92CA4FA7-65212683-concession


Thank you for your contribution to the SGS community! Go Dragons!  

 

Week 6 of our Academic Year  
Important Events in Upper School this Week: 

Monday, September 28th   

9:50-10:10 US Morning Meeting 

Tuesday, September 29th  

10:20-10:40 Advisory 
6-7:30pm Senior Parent Night 

 
Wednesday, September 30th   
   
Thursday, October 1st          
 
Friday, October 2nd     
 

This week in Dragon Athletics: 
Date TEAM OPPONENT(S) LOCATION TIME DISMISS DEPART 

9/28/2026 MS Volleyball Reardan Home 4/5/6:15pm     
9/28/2026 Varsity Soccer Walla Walla Valley Away 4:00pm 11:15am 11:30am 
9/29/2026 JV Soccer Coeur D Alene Home 4:00pm 2:45pm   
9/29/2026 US XC Republic Away 4:00pm 12:15pm 12:30pm 
9/30/2026 MS Volleyball Lind-Ritz Home 4/5/6:15pm     
9/30/2026 JV Volleyball Odessa Away 5:00pm 1:45pm 2:00pm 
9/30/2026 Var Volleyball Odessa Away 6:30pm 1:45pm 2:00pm 
10/1/2026 JV Volleyball Newport Home 4:45pm     
10/1/2026 Var Volleyball Newport Home 6:45pm     
10/2/2026 LS XC Meet # 3 Orchard Park 4:00pm 1:55pm 2:10pm 
10/3/2026 JV Soccer Bonners Ferry Away 11:00am   7:45am 
10/3/2026 Var Soccer Bonners Ferry Away 1:00pm   7:45am 
10/3/2026 JV Volleyball Reardan Home 11:00am     
10/3/2026 Var Volleyball Reardan Home 12:45pm     

 

 
Important Upcoming Dates  
October 7th   8-12pm PSAT (8th-12th Grades)  
October 7th   12-1pm Octoberfest PA Luncheon 
October 7th   1-3pm Dragon Games on the Grad Lawn (6-12th Grades)  
October 14th   3-8pm Math is Cool Regionals  
October 14th   7-8pm Sound System Benefit Concert and Senior Night  
October 16th   All Day Event—Grandparents’ Day 8:30-10am in the Upper Schol 
October 16th   7-9pm US Scary Movie Night 



November 4th-5th  7-8:30pm Upper School Play—Founder’s Theater  
November 10th  5:30-8pm Ski Movie Night in the Theater 
November 24th  6-11pm Upper School Casino Night in Metter’s  
 
 
Thank you, Dragon Family!  Let’s have another fantastic week. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Nathan Lill  
Head of Upper School  
Nathan.Lill@sgs.org  
 

mailto:Nathan.Lill@sgs.org

