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Dear Upper School Parents, September 14", 2026

Human First, Human Last
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You have heard us peppering in the phrase, “All In!”, in all of our communications this year—this is our theme,
speaking to our commitments and aspirations, as a school. You will also hear and see and emphasis on the
human aspects of education in the face of a overwhelmingly digital world. My personal “All In!” is to create
the conditions and the agency within our faculty and student body, to explore and to provide opportunities
that access the deeply human character traits that have always been a hallmark of a Saint George’s education.
This is our goal and the Upper School is committed to showing and sharing with our community, the myriad
ways in which our kids are accessing and expanding elements of their character.

This past weekend, our Outdoor Program took a group of students into the St. Regis area on the border of
Idaho and Montana. Melanie Mildrew and David Holte pivoted the trip away from the Harrison Lake area due
to fire threat. Their flexibility ensured that the students on the trip were able to still have a memorable
experience, accessing a gorgeous and remote portion of our natural environment. The photos capture the
importance of our unique Outdoor program and the expertise of our faculty, who teach students the skills that
will serve them for a lifetime, and build their capacity for self-reliance and confidence.

This morning, Melanie is taking the entire 7t" grade to Camp Spalding. With her, two graduated alums will
work with two Freshmen volunteers to help run the trip. These students are using the last week before



retuning to UDub, to help the school and the program that gave them such joy. That is a powerful testament
to a depth of experience and a connection to their learning. So, this week we celebrate our Outdoor Program,
as a beautiful example of the human-side of learning at SGS and propels us all to look at the ways we can
contribute to this throughout the year. Thank you Mel and Holte for taking the weekend to guide students
toward a deeper appreciation of nature and of belief in themselves.

National Merit Semi-Finalist: Senior, Dexter Simmons

Every year, our 8™ through 11t Graders take the PSAT in October. This year, they will do the same thing on
October 7. The PSAT is a great way to prepare for the SAT, as the scores are highly predictive of future
success on the full-test, as a Senior. The other benefit of taking the PSAT is that you can be entered into the
National Merit Scholarship, based on your performance as a Junior. The threshold for reaching the quarter-
finalist status varies depending on the state and region. Washington State has one of the highest benchmarks
for this, so much so, that no student from the entirety of Spokane County has made it the semi-finalist status.
We are happy and proud to announce that there were three quarter finalists from last year’s Junior class—
Thatcher Canady, Xavier Li, and Dexter Simmons. All three were in the top fifty thousand students in the
country. Additionally, for the first time in three years, Spokane County has a National Merit semifinalist.
Dexter Simmons achieved a nearly perfect score on his PSAT. He and his family lost their home in the fire this
summer, and they are still displaced and recovering. Not only are we proud of his achievement, but Dexter
also continues to show us all strength and resilience. Well-deserved congratulations, Dexter, and family, on
your amazing achievement! #DragonStrong

First Parent Association Meeting of the Year—Wednesday, Sept. 16" 8:30-10am

We appreciate all of the parents, who attended the Parent Night on Thursday. We hope that you were able to
get a chance to meet the teachers and connect with them. Another great opportunity to participate in the
SGS community would be to join the Parent Association. The PA’s first meeting will be this Wednesday at
8:30am in the Dragon Room. Come and connect with fellow parents and to hear from the Division Heads and
Jamie Tender about the start to the year and the initiatives, goals, and upcoming events in all three divisions.
Come and Find out how to get involved and support



Upper School Athletics

Date TEAM OPPONENT(S) | LOCATION TIME DISMISS | DEPART

9/14/2026 | MS Volleyball Chewelah Home 4/5pm

9/15/2026 | JV Soccer Bonners Ferry Home 4:30pm

9/15/2026 | JV Volleyball Reardan Away 4:45pm 2:45pm 3:00pm
9/15/2026 | Var Volleyball Reardan Away 6:45pm 2:45pm 3:00pm
9/16/2026 | MS Volleyball Liberty Away 4/5/6:15pm | 2:15pm 2:30pm
9/16/2026 | Varsity Soccer Chesterton Away - HUB 4:30pm 2:30pm 2:45pm
9/17/2026 | JV Volleyball Chewelah Home 4:45pm

9/17/2026 | Var Volleyball Chewelah Home 6:30pm

9/17/2026 | JV Soccer Coeurd'Alene Away 6:30pm 4:30pm
9/18/2026 | Varsity Soccer Orcas Island Home 2:30pm

9/18/2026 | Varsity Soccer Chesterton v MVC 4:30pm

9/18/2026 | LS XC Meet #1 Mirabeau Park 4:00pm 2:00pm 2:15pm
9/19/2026 | Varsity Soccer Orcas Island v Chesterton 10:00am

9/19/2026 | Varsity Soccer Mt. Vernon Chr Home 12:00pm

Week 4 of our Academic Year
Important Events in Upper School this Week:

September 14-18"

Spirit Week and Homecoming

DAY THEME GAME

Mon PJ Day “Hit the Sack”
Tues Pop Culture Ref Emoji/movie Trivia
wed Jersey Day Human foosball
Thurs Act Your age Family Fued

Fri Class color Battleship




Monday, September 14" (Labor Day)
9:50-10:10 US Morning Meeting

Tuesday, September 15
10:20-10:40 Advisory
1-1:30pm Whitman College Representative in the Library

Wednesday, September 16"
Parent Association Meeting 8:30-10am
1:15-1:45pm University of Washington Representative in the Library

Thursday, September 17t

Friday, September 18™

Important Upcoming Dates

September 16t 8:30-10am Parent Association Meeting

September 19t 7-10pm Homecoming Dance in the Lower School Gym
September 23" 8am-3pm Junior Class Visitation to Gonzaga

October 7t 8-12pm PSAT (8t"-12th Grades)

October 7t 12-1pm Octoberfest PA Luncheon

October 7t 1-3pm Dragon Games on the Grad Lawn (6-12t" Grades)
October 14t 7-8:30Pm Sound System Benefit Concert and Senior Night
October 16t All Day Event—Grandparents’ Day

October 16t 7-9pm US Scary Movie Night

November 4t-5t 7-8:30pm Upper School Play—Founder’s Theater
November 10t 5:30-8pm Ski Movie Night in the Theater

November 24t 6-11pm Upper School Casino Night in Metter’s

Thank you, Dragon Family! Let’s have another fantastic week.

Sincerely,

Nathan Lill
Head of Upper School
Nathan.Lill@sgs.org
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