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Dear Upper School Parents, August 31°, 2026

Welcome Back!!!

Today marks the formal start to the academic year. After a week of trips, team building, and our Dragon
Dance, we are launching into a full week of classes and setting the tone for our work this year. This is also our
time to embrace the theme for the year and to set goals and make commitments. We are ALL IN!

This summer was disruptive, tragic, and challenging, but it was also edifying. Just a few short weeks ago, our
city faced the most destructive natural disaster in our history. A day that we will all remember. But just as
fast as the fires diminished, the true character of the Spokane community stepped in with strength and
support, as did our SGS community, to show support for the Fire Fighters, who bravely and resolutely fought
through the night to protect the Little Spokane River Valley, and our school, but also to wrap around support
for the SGS families, who lost their homes, and those that were displaced. We are #SpokaneStrong, but we are
also #DragonStrong.

Our students enter the year with the lingering shadow of these events, but in my estimation, | have never
seen a group of kids more focused and resolute. They are passionate, invested, and forward thinking. The SGS
Upper School faculty, likewise, are ready to build on this energy and committed to offering experiences and
opportunities, never before attempted at SGS. We will have a lot more to share with you and the students in
the future, but our intention is to make SGS the most profoundly human education in Spokane—an incubator
of character, through authentic service, action, leadership, and exploration. Welcome to the second week.
We have a lot of work to get started.

BTS Grade-level Trips

Last week’s back-to-school grade-level trips were a phenomenal success. From the Freshmen in Upper Priest
to the Seniors at Camp Reed, the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. Huge kudos to Melanie
Mildrew, who coordinates all of the logistics and structure of these trips, and to the amazing faculty
chaperones, who cooked meals, organized transportation and activities, and kept all of our kids safe. This is by
far the best way to start a school year with teenagers and a tradition that is deeply embedded in the culture of
our school. Here are a few photo highlights—go to the parent portal for additional pictures from all the trips.

The Freshmen had a blast and took advantage of the perfect weather, as they canoed and hiked into the
campsite. This trip had teambuilding activities, basic outdoor skills, cooking, and challenges, but the kids had a
fantastic time. Shout out to our special guest chaperone—the legendary David Demand—who stepped up
last-minute to help with the trip.



The Sophomore trip doesn’t typically make for great photos, but the local college visits and those to WSU,
Whitman and U of |, were excellent glimpses into collegiate life and what to consider going into college
exploration. Shout out to trip leader Joe Connolly, who organized the tours and logistics. Joe will be reaching
out as he fills out the calendar with many desirable college visits from recruiters to our campus.



Our Juniors had a great time camping and working on service projects at Lake Spokane. Gifted with perfect
weather they enjoyed a day of swimming, paddle boarding, surprisingly successful fishing, and serving as
lifeguards and encouragement for Math teacher, Kris Daratha, who showcased his endurance by swimming
across the lake. Shout out to lan Townley for coordinating the activities and service projects, including a game
of ultimate frisbee under a spectacular sunset.



The seniors had a blast starting their trip with the high ropes course at Camp Reed. It is a challenging course
and even the teachers showed their ALL IN-mentality by participating in the climbing. Of course, the highlight
culinary experience is Jeff Darnall’s famous pulled pork tacos, which help to refuel our soon-to-be grads after a

BT T By L day of climbing and

: afternoon swimming. Shout
out to trip leaders Allison
Byers and Jamie Billings, who
created some meaningful
bonding and connection
activities. Also, to Savvy
Briceno 25’, who served as
one of the lifeguards for our
senior swimmers.






For the third year in a row, the PA has generously provided food and volunteers for our US First-Day BBQ. This
is a great way for our kids to casually reconnect with friends they’ve missed over summer and to meet new
students and underclassmen. Thank you to Amber Williams (PA President) and to the awesome parent
volunteers, who made this happen by purchasing food and helping to prep: Kara Koerper, Cate Emerick,
Christi Rhoads, and Kristi McKetheren. Also, shout out to George, Orin, and Jelena, who served as the grill
masters for 150 burgers.

Allie McBride Welcomes and New Addition to Her Family!
"~ Our amazing art teacher, Allie McBride, welcomed Clover
l into the world on Monday, August 24, at 11:13 am,

wish you and your family a healthy and happy time of
bonding and nesting.
i

Allie worked right up until the week
before her delivery, preparing
Heather Willman to take over her
class and to set up the Art Gallery, for
an interactive All-In opportunity for
everyone to add a Dragon as their
commitment to a fully committed
year in the Upper School. Parents are
welcome to contribute! Come and
choose a Dragon, color it, and add it
to the wall.




Senior Advisors start a series of “Senior Lasts”

Senior Advisors, Jamie Billings and Allison Byers have started a series of photos of “Senior Lasts”, documenting
the last times our seniors will particpate in an activity, tradition, or pass a milestone. We will continue to post
these throughout the year. This week: Last 1°t Day of School, Last Dragon Dance, and Last BTS Trip.

Happy First Day,
Se_nio;._._"s!




Spanish Teacher
Due to unfortunate circumstances, we had to terminate Micah Orr’s employment before the start of the
school year. For the past week, we have filled in coverage of Spanish classes with the extraordinary help of
Jamie Billings and Morgan Russell. We have reposted the Spanish position and are actively recruiting a new,
qualified Spanish teacher, for the remainder of the year. This summer proved to be a very challenging hiring
climate, with a competitive market for teachers from the surrounding public schools. We are using recruiting
agencies, local colleges and universities, and professional contacts to attract candidates. Our goal is to hire a
permanent replacement, as soon as possible, and will keep you informed on our progress.

Upper School Athletics

Date

TEAM

OPPONENT(S)

LOCATION

TIME

DISMISS

DEPART

Notes

9/4/2026

Varsity Soccer

Timberlake

Away

1:00pm

11:00am

11:15am

5973 ID-54, Spirit Lake,

Week 2 of our Academic Year
Monday, August 31°

9:50-10:10 Upper School Morning Meeting.

Tuesday, September 1°
3:15-5:15 Optional Dragon Crag Climbing 6™-12t" Graders

Wednesday, September 2"

Thursday, September 3™

Friday, September 4t

Important Upcoming Dates
September 8"

September 10t
September 19t
September 23

Thank you, Dragon Family! Let’s have another fantastic week.

Sincerely,

Nathan Lill

Head of Upper School
Nathan.Lill@sgs.org

3:15-5:15 Optional Little Spokane River Cleanup/Canoe 6t"-12t"
6-8:30 pm MS/US Parent Night
7-10pm Homecoming Dance @ Tennis Courts
8am-3pm Junior Class Visitation to Gonzaga
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