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Dear Friends,
As the 70th school year winds down and 

we prepare for the Class of 2026 gradua-
tion, it has been gratifying to reflect on the 
significance of this anniversary. This year has 
truly been one of reconnection across the 
community. In October we welcomed alumni 
representing every decade, along with future 
alumni and current families. It was wonder-
ful to have former heads of school George 
Edwards, Mo Wright, and Joe Kennedy join 
us for the celebration. We were also pleased 
to publish and release George Edwards’s 
book, The Founding of Saint George’s 
School: Its History from 1955–1968, with 
several launch events featuring special guests 
and alumni as part of the 70th-year festivities. 

There have been several other alumni 
gatherings, including an impromptu event 
to recognize and celebrate Ryan Peplinski 
as he steps down as varsity basketball head 
coach after a 25-year career, more than 440 
wins, and a state championship in 2013. A 
large group of former players, coaches, and 
parents gathered at the final home game of 
the season to honor him. Thank you, Ryan, 
for your hard work, commitment, leadership, 
and the legacy you leave with the Dragon 
basketball family. 

While we reflect on the past, we 
continue to celebrate the present and 
the many student accomplishments this 
year. In the pages that follow, we highlight 
academic, athletic, and artistic achieve-
ments that showcase the dedication of 
our students, coaches, and families—and a 
school culture that develops well-rounded 
young people striving for excellence in 
every arena. 

The educational landscape our stu-
dents are entering is shifting faster than at 
any point in our 70-year history. Artificial 
intelligence is reshaping how informa-
tion is created, accessed, and verified. 
Careers our graduates will hold a decade 

Jamie Tender,
Head of School

SPARKING THE NEXT CHAPTER 
from now may not yet exist, while many roles 
that defined the last generation are being 
redefined or eliminated. The skills that will 
distinguish thoughtful, effective people in 
this new environment are not primarily about 
knowing more facts—they are about asking 
better questions, evaluating evidence with 
rigor, communicating clearly across differ-
ences, and exercising sound judgment in the 
face of uncertainty. Preparing students for 
that world is the work ahead of us. 

As we close this 70th year and look 
toward the next chapter, I am grateful for 
the alumni, families, faculty, and friends 
who continue to create and support this 
community. The world our students will 
inherit is different from the one our founders 
imagined in 1955, but we remain committed 
to providing a learning environment that de-
velops thoughtful, capable, principled young 
people and prepares them to contribute. That 
was the spark 70 years ago, and it remains 
our vision today. 

Thank you for being part of it. 
Warmly, 

— Jamie Tender, Head of School

“We highlight 
academic, athletic, 
and artistic 
achievements 
that refl ect the 
dedication of our 
students, coaches, 
and families—and 
a school culture 
that develops 
well-rounded young 
people striving for 
excellence in every 
arena.”

HEAD LINES

4th and 5th graders 
practice portaging a 
canoe as part of their 
Corps of Discovery Day
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Taking in the view along 
the Continental Divide

“The physical and 
mental demands 
pushed my limits, 
but they also showed 
me how resilient and 
generous both the 
landscape and its 
people can be.”

desert with stretches of over 30 miles without 
water, walked endless prairies, moved into 
old-growth forests, and climbed spectacular 
mountain ranges. In New Mexico I traded 
my sun umbrella for an ice axe by the time 
I reached the San Juans, and in Wyoming I 
saw a cactus and a glacier within the same 
day—a reminder of how wildly varied the 
CDT can be.

Logistics were a constant challenge: 
resupply towns were often 50–150 miles 
apart, and the trail’s remoteness forced 
careful planning. I expected solitude, but 

In spring and summer 2025, I hiked 
the Continental Divide Trail—a 3,100-mile 
National Scenic Trail that runs from the 
U.S.–Mexico border in New Mexico to the 
Canadian border through Glacier National 
Park. I first learned about the CDT in 2016 
on a backpacking and packrafting trip with 
the SGS Outdoor Program, and this year I 
finally followed the hydrological crest of the 
Rockies from desert to glacier.

The route passed through five states, 
three national parks, 25 national forests, 
and 21 wilderness areas. I crossed arid high 

BALANCE IN ACTION

WALKING THE DIVIDE 

Hunter Hyde, ‘17
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Clockwise from 
Above: Hunter 
tenting at the 

treeline, hikers 
on the rocks, 
and heading 
into evening 

shadows 

the human side of the trail surprised me. 
Thru-hiking strips away travel anonymity—
you ask for directions, wait for the post office 
to sort your resupply, and depend on strang-
ers for rides between trailheads and towns. 
Those small acts of kindness kept me moving 
and sustained the journey.

The friendships I made on the trail 
were profound. Hikers become fast friends 
because the shared hardship and joy create 
trust quickly; conversations around campfires 
and on long ridgelines turned strangers into 
a tight-knit community. Those relationships—
brief but intense—were among the most 
meaningful parts of the hike.

The CDT is a mosaic of public lands and 
ecosystems, and walking it gave me a deep ap-
preciation for wild places and for the people 
who care for them. The physical and mental 
demands pushed my limits, but they also 
showed me how resilient and generous both 
the landscape and its people can be.

I’m grateful to the SGS Outdoor 
Program and to the faculty who nurtured 
my love of the outdoors—Melanie Mildrew, 
David Holte, Jim Tuck, Rick DeFord, Judy 
Fitzpatrick, and many others. Their guidance 
years ago set me on a path that led, eventu-
ally, to the Continental Divide.

If you’re thinking about a long hike, I’ll 
say this: plan carefully, travel with humility, 
and be open to the kindness you’ll find along 
the way. The trail will test you, but it will also 
give you more than you bring.

— Hunter Hyde, SGS ’17
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expertise and a more intentional, schoolwide 
approach to the opportunities and challenges 
AI presents. 

Fortunately, SGS did not have to navi-
gate these questions alone. Within our own 
community, we had access to people with 
deep experience in both artificial intelligence 
and the ways it is already reshaping profes-
sional life. 

One of those leaders was parent Jenny 
Halverson, who is currently on sabbatical 
from a decades-long career at Accenture, 
where she developed expertise in project man-
agement and facilitation at a company that 
was an early adopter of AI. Drawing on that 
experience, as well as connections through 
the Gates Foundation, Jenny helped envision 
the creation of SGS’s AI Dragon Team, mod-
eled after Accenture’s “Tiger Teams.” 

Another key partner was Dr. Jay Yang, 
founder and director of Gonzaga University’s 
Center for Informatics and Applied Technol-
ogy. Recruited to Gonzaga from the Univer-
sity of Rochester, Dr. Yang has built a space 
dedicated to advancing the understanding 
and application of AI in education. 

After Jamie Tender and I toured Dr. 
Yang’s department and continued the con-
versation with Jenny, the idea took shape: 
SGS would form its own team to address the 
emergence of AI in education and develop a 
practical, schoolwide philosophy and set of 
practices. 

Today, the AI Dragon Team includes 
middle school teachers Morgan Russell and 

Over the past year, artificial intelligence 
has moved from abstraction to immediacy. 
What once felt like a distant technological 
trend is now a daily presence in classrooms, 
workplaces, and homes—simultaneously 
exciting, useful, disruptive, and unsettling. 
For schools, AI is not simply a new tool to 
evaluate; it is a force that challenges long-held 
assumptions about authorship, originality, 
and learning itself. 

As AI tools rapidly entered everyday 
student and professional life, they brought 
both promise and uncertainty. They can sup-
port brainstorming, revision, and efficiency; 
they can also blur the lines around original-
ity, authorship, and academic honesty. For 
educators, the challenge is immediate: how 
do we respond thoughtfully to a technology 
that is evolving faster than school policy can 
keep pace? 

At SGS, that question surfaced in a 
concrete way this fall when Upper School fac-
ulty revisited our Academic Honesty policy. 
In that process, we realized that our long-
standing definition of plagiarism no longer 
fully addressed the realities of generative AI. 
If a student uses AI as a conversation partner, 
editor, or idea generator, where is the line 
between support and substitution, collabora-
tion and misrepresentation? 

Our initial response was practical: 
students would be expected to acknowledge 
and declare their use of AI in written work. 
But it quickly became clear that disclosure 
alone was not enough. SGS needed deeper 

BALANCE IN TECHNOLOGY

“At the center 
of that work is a 
simple belief: Saint 
George’s should 
become an AI-literate 
community grounded 
in ethical judgment, 
human connection, 
and intellectual 
curiosity.”

Nathan Lill,
Head of Upper School
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Taylor Deitz, Head of Lower School Rick 
Petrini, Head of School Jamie Tender, and 
me. Together, the group has met regularly to 
define both a shared vision and concrete next 
steps for SGS. 

At the center of that work is a simple 
belief: Saint George’s should become an AI-
literate community grounded in ethical judg-
ment, human connection, and intellectual 
curiosity. We see AI as a powerful tool—one 
that can strengthen learning, creativity, and 
critical thinking, but never replace the essen-
tial role of human insight, relationships, and 
discernment. Our goal is not simply to react 
to change, but to help students and educators 
engage emerging technologies thoughtfully, 
responsibly, and with confidence. 

That vision is already beginning to take 
shape in tangible ways. In the coming year, 
the team will launch several project sprints, 
including an AI Innovation Challenge during 

Spring Term, a middle school proof-of-con-
cept project designed by Taylor and Morgan, 
a future speaker series featuring AI experts, 
and an “AI Safari” to the Bay Area to connect 
directly with leaders working at the intersec-
tion of AI and education. 

Just as importantly, the team hopes to 
expand opportunities for learning across the 
broader SGS community through workshops, 
training sessions, and professional develop-
ment for faculty and staff. The challenge ahead 
is real: how do we preserve the deeply human 
values at the heart of a Saint George’s educa-
tion while also preparing students for a world 
increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence? 

That is the work now in front of us. 
And rather than waiting for answers to arrive 
from elsewhere, SGS is choosing to build the 
expertise, ask the right questions, and shape 
its own response with intention. 

— Nathan Lill, Head of Upper School
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Scholars
Academic exploration thrived at SGS, 

where biology students could be found at 
the river engaged in biodiversity studies, and 
IB Chemistry students were hard at work in 
the lab. Our robotics teams flourished across 
all grade levels, as did our Math is Cool and 
Knowledge Bowl club teams. Fourth graders 
played an active role in water quality testing, 
and Upper School students were engaged in 
innovative CAS Projects. Not to be outdone, 
the 6th graders participated in collaborative 
science ventures, such as raising rainbow trout 
in partnership with a local fish hatchery. 

SGS Robotics: 
Milestones, Outreach & Firsts

Saint George’s robotics program enjoyed 
a breakout 2025–2026 season across all lev-
els. In FIRST Lego League (FLL--grades 4-8), 
two teams competed with the help of coach 
Laura Bradford: Team 40706 (Fatal Error) 
and Team 40707 (The Golden Dragons). 
Team 40707 reached State after coach Mi-
chelle Bledsoe won the Coach’s Award at the 
qualifier. They then advanced to compete in 
the American Robotics Open Championship 
in New Jersey, marking the first time an SGS 
FLL team advanced beyond State. 

In FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC--grades 
7-12), Teams 6128 (The Dragons 1.0) and 7935 
(The Dragons 2.0) both reached the Inter-
league event at Ridgeline High School. Team 
7935 advanced through the Super Qualifier 
to the State Championship in Seattle, placed 
12th, and will compete at the Western Edge 
Invitational in Long Beach in late May—the 
program’s first FTC finish beyond State.  

From Top: FLL Explore 
awards, FLL team’s 
creations, FTC team with 
robot, FRC team 1595 
photo, and coach 
Scott  Foster working 
on the FRC robot

BALANCING 
ACADEMICS

At the FIRST Robotics Challenge level 
(FRC--grades 9-12), Team 1595 qualified for 
the District Championship at Eastern Wash-
ington University, vying with roughly 50 
squads for one of 21 slots to FIRST Worlds 
in Houston. Despite being one of the small-
est clubs, the team demonstrated exceptional 
dedication, even returning to SGS after a day 
of competition to refine their robot. They 
finished just outside the top 20, delivered a 
strong performance, and are focused on earn-
ing a berth to nationals next year. 

Beyond competition, SGS Robotics teams 
led extensive outreach and hosting efforts. 
They ran an FTC qualifier and the FLL East-
ern Washington State Championship on the 
SGS campus, demonstrated robotics at school 
events (Upper School Open House and FIRST 
events), volunteered at the FLL State Cham-
pionship, staffed a Middle School carnival 
booth, and hosted a Family Day booth at the 
MAC. Plus, they will present FIRST Robotics 
to Newport School District to help seed a new 
program and potential summer camps. Fantas-
tic work, SGS Robotics Teams!  

Varsity Knowledge Bowl 
Team Places 8th at State

On Saturday, March 21, the Varsity 
Knowledge Bowl team—captain Britta Ohn-
back, Janie Martinez, Thatcher Canady, Teige 
Koerper, Xavier Li, and Oliver Stabler—com-
peted at the 44th annual Washington State 
Knowledge Bowl Tournament in Wenatchee, 
joining 83 schools across all classifications 
for a full day of academic competition. After 
a written round and four oral rounds in the 
morning, their scores advanced them to the 
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From Left: Regan Thomas (Social Studies), Britt a 
Ohnback (English), Max Wheeler (Fine Arts),
Matt hew Longstreth (Mathematics), Andre Jiang 
(World Languages), Zeyu “Zach” You (Science)

afternoon championship rounds, where they 
finished eighth following two tie-breakers. 
Congratulations to the team, coach Jamie 
Billings and assistant coach Jelena Ljubisic, 
on another outstanding year—top nine in 
League, Regionals, and State! 

Seniors Named 
Spokane Scholars

The Spokane Scholars Foundation is 
a local organization that partners with high 
schools from across the greater Spokane 
area to recognize academic excellence in six 
core disciplines: English, Fine Arts, Math-
ematics, Science, Social Studies, & World 
Languages. Every year, our Upper School 
teachers deliberate and select six outstanding 
seniors to represent Saint George’s at the 
awards banquet in April, where each scholar 
is introduced individually and presented 
with a personalized medallion, a certificate of 
achievement, and a letter of commendation 
from their local member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Each scholar must also 
assemble an extensive application that high-
lights their achievements within and beyond 
the classroom. Being nominated is a tremen-
dous honor! The top five scholars in each 
category, as determined by a panel of judges, 
are awarded significant cash prizes. Congratu-
lations to Andre Jiang, who was named 2nd 
in World Languages and will receive a $4,000 
scholarship!   

Math is Cool Club Expands
The Math is Cool Club enjoyed a 

standout year across all divisions. In the 
Upper School, the program fielded its largest 
squad in three years, moving up a division 
and sending seven teams (two 9th/10th and 
five 11th/12th)—26 students in total—to the 
Regional competition. Coaches praised the 
students’ willingness to compete without 
calculators, the teamwork and strategy on dis-
play during college-bowl rounds, and the way 
competitors immediately set goals and tracked 
personal growth from year to year.  

The Middle School season has been 
exceptional so far. At regionals, the sixth-grade 
team finished 1st, and the seventh-grade team 
finished 2nd. Teams from all three grades 
competed at State Masters on April 25th; 
congratulations for all of their efforts. Special 
recognition goes to seventh-grader Kayaan P., 
who placed 4th in the individual category.

In the Lower School, twelve 4th- and 5th-
grade mathletes prepared since October for 
both individual and team events. Both teams 
performed admirably at Regionals, earning in-
vitations to the statewide Masters Competition 
on May 16. Returning 5th-grader Asmi posted 
a personal-best individual score and 
finished first across all divisions! At every level, 
Math is Cool students showed strong critical 
thinking, dedi-
cated effort, 
and a genuine 
enthusiasm for 
tackling 
challenges.

Above: Knowledge Bowl team with their trophies
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Below: 
LS Math Is Cool team with coach 
Amanda Hiebert, MS Mathletes and 
coach Shane Kangas with awards, 
and US Math Is Cool Team photos 
with coach Allison Byers
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Good Sports
At Saint George’s, athletics introduce 

young players to competition as a place to 
grow—where resilience, teamwork, and joyful 
effort matter as much as wins. Coaches cel-
ebrate students who push through challenges, 
support one another, and build character and 
community both on and off the field. 

MS Cross Country 
“We build the mental and physical 

strength needed to compete in endurance 
running. Our girls won 1st place in the 
district, and our boys got a hard-earned 2nd 
place in district. Go Dragons!” — Ian Townley 

MS Volleyball 
“It was a pleasure to see the girls embrace 

teamwork this season. Whether they were 
learning the basics or improving existing 
skills, their commitment to growing together 
made the 2025 season a fun and successful 
chapter for SGS volleyball.” — Kaitlyn Pettey 

LS Cross Country
“The 2025 LS XC season began amid 

heat and smoke, forcing athletes to adapt rou-
tines and locations, and that early challenge 
set the tone for a season of pushing boundar-
ies and finding success. Their work ethic and 
teamwork led to gains in league representa-
tion and team performance, with runners 
consistently encouraging and pushing one 
another at practices and meets.” 
— Samantha Anderson 

MS Boys Basketball
“The best part of athletics at Saint 

George’s is that it gives every student a safe 

For the Love 
of Basketball
Wilbur-Creston Students Bring 
Determination to SGS Girls’ Team 

This season, Saint George’s welcomed 
Brystal Neilsen and Samiah Smoger from 
Wilbur-Creston after their school couldn’t 
field a girls’ team. With state approval, the 
two students made a daily 1.5-hour drive each 
way to practices and games, bringing determi-
nation and talent—Brystal averaged 25 points 
per game with the Dragons, and both earned 
starting roles. Coach Brad Kirsch praised 
their work ethic and spirit, noting they were 
often first in the gym and last to leave, and 
teammates said they were immediately wel-
comed and quickly became part of the group. 

Both players said playing mattered more 
than the extra miles. Brystal aims to play in 
college and appreciated the team’s support, 
while Samiah wanted a senior season to fin-
ish her high-school career on the court. Their 
story—about perseverance, teamwork, and 
community—was featured on KREM2 News.

 

BALANCING 
ATHLETICS

SEE THE KREM2 NEWS STORY
Brystal and Samiah were highlighted in an 
extended article and video on the KREM2 
News website. 

Scan the QR Code to go to the arti cle and video!

Above: 
Brystal Neilsen and Samiah Smoger 
with their Dragon posters
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Litt le Dragon Cheer
“The Little Dragons brought incredible 

energy and heart to every performance this 
season! The highlight of the year was per-
forming our routine at halftime of a Gonzaga 
Women’s Basketball game. Go Dragons!” 
— Holly Peplinski 

place to try something new, join a team 
(we have a no-cut policy), and invest in our 
school community. Through teamwork, 
competition, and shared goals, athletes build 
lifelong memories, character, and lessons that 
go beyond the scoreboard.” — Heidi Schillinger 

MS Girls Basketball  
“This year was all about growth and 

resilience for our team. We were very young, 
at times sending four sixth-graders onto the 
court against eighth-grade lineups. The girls 
showed a willingness to step outside their 
comfort zones, embraced new roles, and com-
peted at every opportunity.” — Will Tender, ‘14 

5th Grade Girls Basketball                      
“Fifth-grade basketball is a special part 

of our Lower School curriculum because it 
invites every student to try the sport, encour-
aging those new to organized play to step out-
side their comfort zones and build resilience, 
teamwork, and perseverance. At the same 
time, more experienced players are empow-
ered to take on leadership roles, supporting 
their peers and fostering a positive team cul-
ture. As coach (and school counselor), I love 
watching the kids embrace the messy parts of 
learning, cheer one another on, and discover 
they’re capable of hard things—on and 
off the court.” — Kelsey Nylund 

5th Grade Boys Basketball 
“The best part of our 5th-grade basket-

ball program at SGS is that we encourage 
every student to practice with us daily and to 
play in games. This approach produces a wide 
range of skill and experience levels but gives 
students a unique opportunity to step out of 
their comfort zones, work as a team, try new 
things, and explore leadership. Coach Kelsey 
and I saw tremendous growth in both our 
experienced players and those trying basket-
ball for the first time, and we’re excited to 
watch them continue developing through our 
middle and high school programs!” 
— TJ Moulton 

 

Below: 
MS girls cross country runners, 
MS volleyball hit, 5th grade boys 
basketball game, and MS boys 
basketball team photo

Litt le Dragon Cheerleaders strike a pose at GU game
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Artists
This year’s fall and winter fine arts season 

at SGS buzzed with activity across divisions. 
In the Lower School students completed an 
Inktober drawing challenge, fourth-graders 
painted pumpkins for Rockwood Retirement 
Community, every Lower School student 
contributed winter-themed artwork for the 
Winter Concert slideshow, the division staged 
a Winter Concert and Variety Show with 
Honor Choir participants, and a visiting artist 
led a fifth-grade window-painting activity. 
The Middle School mounted spirited produc-
tions of James and the Giant Peach Jr., Myth-
Understood, and Xanadu Jr.; and the Upper 
School presented the musical, Rock of Ages and 
showcased the IB Visual Arts Senior Exhibi-
tion, alongside ongoing studio displays of 
student work.

Lower School Winter Concert  
(top & right), and painting the 
Art Building’s windows (above)

A ribbon surprise 
on stage at the Lower 
School Variety Show

MAGAZINE   SPRING 2026

ARTISTIC 
BALANCE

Scan this QR Code to see 
more photos of student 
performances and artwork
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Upper School IB Art 
Exhibition with the works 
of (from left) Lucia 
McMurray, Janie Martinez, 
Maggie Morris, Max 
Wheeler, Jessie Sawyer, 
Eli Sieber and Sophia 
Naccarato

Sixth-Grade production 
of James and the Giant 
Peach Jr. filled the stage

The Upper School rocked the theater with Rock of Ages

Seventh and eighth graders 
updated classic myths in their 
performances of Xanadu Jr. and 
Myth-Understood
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Explorers
Across campus, learning took to the 

outdoors this year: 2nd graders explored 
birds of prey in a hands-on natural history 
unit, while middle schoolers embraced winter 
traditions—6th graders attacked Snowshoe 
Day with gusto, and 7th- and 8th-grade stu-
dents raced along snowy trails during Nordic 
Ski Day. Upper School students launched the 
year with class trips to Lake Spokane, Priest 
Lake, and Camp Reed, building camarade-
rie through outdoor study and teamwork. 
Students also had the opportunity for great 
adventure on the Harrison Lake backpack 
trip and a backcountry ski trip. These out-
door experiences strengthened community, 
sparked curiosity, and created lasting memo-
ries for learners at every level.

BALANCE IN 
EXPLORATION

SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE   SPRING 202614

Clockwise from 
above:
Harrison Lake 
backpacking trip 
view, afterschool 
fl oat on the Litt le 
Spokane, 2nd grade 
bird watchers, 
Nordic Ski Day on 
Mt. Spokane, senior 
boys at Camp Reed, 
Outdoor Pursuits 
class goes fl y 
fishing, hanging 
out at the 8th grade 
Teambuilding Day, 
and Freshman 
Outback canoeing to 
Upper Priest Lake     
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BALANCE IN 
SERVICE

Stewards
Service remains a core value at SGS, 

evident in the Scream Team’s enthusiastic 
participation in The Boulevard Race for the 
Community Cancer Fund. Students took part 
in Spokane River clean-ups, maintained duck 
boxes to protect wood duck habitats, and sixth 
graders visited Glen Tana to help restore the 
Little Spokane River natural area by planting 
native trees. In April, the seventh-grade class 
also planted 1774 seedlings at the Glen Tana 
nursery. The third-grade business program 
raised funds for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
Fourth graders joined the Spokane County 
Noxious Weed Board to remove invasive 
Scotch broom from campus and nearby 
areas. Ninth graders gathered for the “Cupid 
Project” to create Valentine’s Day cards for 
residents of Fairwood Retirement Village & 
Assisted Living. Younger students delivered 
painted pumpkins to retirement homes, and 
older students participated in holiday shop-
ping events for local children and led donation 
drives in support of Vanessa Behan Crisis 
Nursery—truly embodying the spirit of giving. 

Clockwise from above:
River clean-up crew, 
Santa Express elves, 
4th graders’ painted 
pumpkins, 3rd grade 
business project, 
9th graders making 
Valentine’s Day cards, 
6th graders planting 
trees, seniors Britt a and 
Megan lead Vanessa 
Behan donation drive, 
and the Scream Team at 
the Boulevard Race for 
Community Cancer Fund      
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BALANCE IN 
LEADERSHIP

Student-led Interviews Bring 
Community Leaders to Campus

“I am thrilled to say that our Across the 
Lawn series has far exceeded my expectations. 
Initially, the goal was to support members of 
our school community by giving them a space 
to talk about their endeavors and help bring 
their efforts to life. When Max Wheeler and 
Colin Brennan committed to this project, 
our excitement and ambition created a 
brand-new vision. We quickly realized that 
Across the Lawn was not only a wonderful 
way to celebrate members of our own com-
munity, but also a platform for those who are 
making a difference in the greater Spokane 

community to share their stories. From 
university presidents to nonprofit executive 
directors, business leaders, former profes-
sional athletes, the Mayor of Spokane, and 
local television personalities, we have made 
many wonderful connections with people 
who are having an extraordinary impact. The 
mission of Across the Lawn is to inform and 
inspire through conversation and storytelling, 
and I believe we have fulfilled that mission 
beautifully.” 

— Mark Rickard, Leadership Teacher 

“Across the Lawn has been a super-fun 
project that has allowed me to meet a lot of 
really cool people while also giving me the 
chance to practice asking questions, speaking 
in front of a camera, and working profes-
sionally. My favorite memory was probably 
interviewing Mr. Tuck in kayaks on the river. 
It was an interesting challenge—thankfully 
completed in one take—and it gave me the 
opportunity to go kayaking during the school 
day, which doesn’t happen often.” 

— Colin Brennan, ‘26 

Across 
the Lawn

SEE “ACROSS THE LAWN” 
VIDEOS
Scan the QR Code to go to 
a playlist of videos!

Clockwise from above:
Mark guiding Max during 
filming, Colin interviews 
Mayor Lisa Brown, the 
team with Gonzaga Univ. 
President Katia Passerini,
and with KHQ-TV news 
anchor Leslie Lowe.
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Leaders
Leadership blossomed as students 

took the stage during Lower School Friday 
Assemblies, showcasing presentations and 
performances. Middle School theme days 
encouraged real-world problem-solving. The 
SGS varsity soccer team led Lower School 
students in a special ceremonial FIFA-style 
walkout, and the Holy Grail team partnered 
with Teen & Kid Closet, donating the largest 
gift the organization has ever received. Events 
such as Dunk Cancer Night and successful 
blood drives also illustrate our students’ 
commitment to the community. 

Clockwise from top:
8th graders fill boxes 
of food at 2nd Harvest, 
finding crawfish at 
People’s Park with the 
Spokane Riverkeeper, 
Lower School Friday 
Assembly, Dunk Cancer 
event, FIFA-style walkout 
at home soccer match, 
and the Holy Grail racing 
team celebrating their 
partnership with Teen & 
Kid Closet 
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Ryan Peplinski announced he will retire 
from coaching after the 2025–26 season, 
closing a remarkable 25-year chapter at Saint 
George’s School. Hired in 2001 as Athletic 
Director and Head Basketball Coach, Peplin-
ski transformed the Dragons into a perennial 
contender, building a program defined by 
player development, work ethic, and commu-
nity support. “This is one of the best coach-
ing jobs in Spokane,” he reflected, noting 
the school’s strong culture and long-term ap-
proach. “We always looked forward multiple 
years, as it’s about player development, not 
just a year-to-year endeavor.” 

Peplinski’s teams compiled a 441–209 
record, produced winning seasons in 22 of 25 
years, and made 13 State B Tournament ap-
pearances, earning eight trophies—including 
the 2013 state championship—four runner-up 
finishes, and seven semifinal trips. Under his 
leadership the Dragons captured ten league 
titles and four district 
crowns, while Peplinski 
received numerous coaching 
honors across the region 
and was part of the program 
named Eli Sports Network’s 
2B Team of the Decade 
(2011–2020). 

Coaching, for Peplin-
ski, began humbly while 
still in high school—leading 
his younger brother’s teams 
and learning from mentors 

before arriving at SGS. Over time, his coach-
ing style evolved as he learned to read and 
push players differently. “I used to be more 
apt to pull someone after a mistake—even 
if it wasn’t an effort issue,” he said. “I used 
to be intense with everyone; as I evolved as 
a coach, I reserved that approach for those 
who responded well to it, because some play-
ers could shut down. You learn to read and 
adapt to kids over time while still refusing 
to let them live in their comfort zone.” One 
former player later told him, “Back when you 
were coaching me, I thought a lot of what you 
were saying was B.S., but now I say the same 
thing to my staff!” That kind of lasting influ-
ence—shaping how players lead and teach—re-
mains among Ryan’s proudest outcomes. 

As he steps back from the bench, Peplin-
ski says he will miss practices most—the daily 
work of shaping teams and relationships—but 
looks forward to more family time and travel, 
including visits to his son in Florida. He will 
remain in his role as SGS Athletic Director 
and serve as WIAA District 6 President. “I’m 
really grateful to my players, their families, 
and my own family. The incredible support 
from the school, parents, and community is 
why I was able to stay so long—and why we 
enjoyed so much success and fun together,” 
he said. 

Ryan, thank you for 25 extraordinary 
years of leadership, mentorship, and unwaver-
ing care for our students and community. Your 
impact will be felt for many years to come.  

THANK 
YOU, 

COACH 
PEP! 

Above:
Ryan and family on 

Senior Night, and 
holding the State 

Championship 
trophy in 2013

Right:
Current and former 

Dragon players 
and coaches at 

Senior Night
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FACULTY & STAFF

NEW ADVENTURES & RETIREMENTS
Rick Petrini  

After 21 years of dedicated service to 
Saint George’s School, Rick Petrini will be 
stepping down from his position as Head of 
Lower School at the end of this academic 
year. Rick will be relocating to California, 
where he will support and care for his par-
ents.  

Rick joined our school community in 
2005 as a Lower School teacher, where his 
passion for elementary education and genu-
ine care for our SGS students quickly became 
evident. In 2021, he stepped into the role 
of Head of Lower School, bringing vision, 
energy, and innovative thinking to our young-
est learners and their families. Under his 
leadership, the Lower School has flourished, 
most recently with the creation of the LS 
Brain Space – a testament to his commitment 
to providing students with an environment 
that nurtures creativity, collaboration, and 
well-being.  

Beyond his administrative duties, 
Rick has been an integral member of our 
leadership team and has enriched the com-
munity in countless ways. Whether coach-
ing, leading clubs, mentoring colleagues, 
or simply being present for students and 
families, he has consistently demonstrated 
our core values and lived the SGS mission.  
His contributions extend far beyond any job 
description, and his impact will be felt for 
years to come.  

While we are deeply saddened by his 
departure, we fully support Rick’s decision 
to be with family when they need him most. 
We are grateful for the two decades he has 
invested in our students, our school, and our 
community, and wish him and his family well 
in Santa Barbara.  

As we move through the remainder of 
the year, please join me in celebrating Rick’s 
remarkable legacy and expressing our grati-
tude for all he has given to Saint George’s.   

— Jamie Tender, Head of School 

Gayle Brown 
Gayle Brown served Saint George’s 

School for more than 14 years, bringing 
exceptional experience and steady leader-
ship to the business office. Known for her 
warmth, generosity, and unfailing willingness 
to help, Gayle became the reliable person 
everyone counted on—especially when it came 
to making sure staff were paid accurately and 
on time. 

Colleagues, past and present, speak 
warmly of Gayle’s lasting impact on our 
community. Her kindness, professionalism, 
and good humor will be deeply missed, and 
the school will carry fond memories of her 
contributions as she begins the next chapter 
of her life.  

— Jeremy Newcomb, CFO 

Vernita Scheel 
Vernita joined the SGS community in 
October 2013 and has been a stalwart of the 
Business Office, serving as the FIT (Family 
Individualized Tuition) coordinator. Few 
appreciate the time commitment, tempera-
ment, compassion, and acute attention to 
detail the FIT role requires; Vernita has been 
instrumental in ensuring the committee has 
the information needed to make difficult de-
cisions about individualized tuition. Her role 
also involved guiding families through data 
entry into SGS and Clarity, managing vendor 
payments, and receipts. Her expertise, warm 
personality, and stories about her animals will 
be truly missed by the SGS community. We 
wish Vernita all the best in her next chapter 
and much happiness ahead. 

— Jeremy Newcomb, CFO 
 

Jen Ward 
Please join us in congratulating Jen 

Ward, our beloved Lower School PE teacher, 
on her retirement at the end of this school 
year. Jen has been an integral part of Saint 

Continued on Page 20

Rick Petrini

Gayle Brown

Jen Ward

Vernita Scheel

Cynthia Kirkman Romoff  
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George’s for thirteen years—beginning as a 
Middle School cross-country coach and, since 
fall 2019, bringing energy and enthusiasm to 
our Lower School PE program. Her classes 
have been full of activity, learning, and 
growth, and she has touched countless stu-
dents’ lives. As Jen moves into a well-earned 
chapter of “grandma time,” caring for her 
grandchildren (including those of Maddie ’17 
and Mitch ’18), we wish her all the best and 
thank her for her many contributions; she 
will be greatly missed. 

— Rick Petrini, Lower School Head 

Cynthia Kirkman Romoff  ‘87 
This will be Cynthia’s last year at SGS; 

SHANTEL WOODLAND DEBUTS 
NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK 

while we’re sad to lose a fabulous educator, 
we’re excited for her next opportunity. Since 
joining in 2021, Cynthia adapted the Lower 
School music program through COVID 
restrictions with determination and creativity, 
helping students regain a sense of musical 
normalcy. Her prep-time work has boosted 
many students’ vocal and instrumental 
confidence, and the Lower School has greatly 
benefited from her talent and steadfast sup-
port. Cynthia leaves to become Education Di-
rector at Spokane Civic Theatre—a wonderful 
chance to impact an even larger community—
and we wish her every success (and a hearty 
“break a leg”) in her new role. 

— Rick Petrini, Lower School Head  

Saint George’s kindergarten teacher 
Shantel Woodland has turned her love for 
her daughter into a beautiful children’s 
book—Milly Has the Most Fun!: A Story of 
Acceptance and Inclusion—that offers young 
readers a warm, honest look at how children 
with different needs experience play, music, 
and friendship. Unlike many books on the 
topic told from a neurotypical point of view, 
Milly Has the Most Fun! is written from the 
perspective of Shantel’s autistic daughter, 
Milly (Amelia).  

Shantel began writing after her students 
often asked why Milly couldn’t attend SGS 
or do certain things. Rather than focus on 
limitations, she chose to show what Milly can 
do—highlighting joyful moments like Milly’s 
love of drumming and heavy-metal vibrations, 

along with the accommodations that help her 
connect with others. Shantel’s illustrations are 
vivid, expressive, and full of warmth, bringing 
Milly’s personality to life and inviting readers 
into her joyful world. The accessible narrative 
complements the art and is designed to spark 
conversation in classrooms and homes.  

Milly Has the Most Fun! grew from years 
of lived experience: balancing teaching, 
parenting, therapies, and late-night illustrat-
ing with the support of family. Shantel wrote 
with her kindergarten students in mind—
crafting language and scenes that make 
complex ideas about autism easy for young 
children to grasp. She hopes the book vali-
dates families touched by autism and teaches 
neurotypical kids that patience, assuming 
positive intent, and curiosity can open the 
door to meaningful friendships.  

Capturing the book’s heart, Shantel says, 
“When kids take the time to understand and 
meet Milly where she is, she shares surpris-
ing, joyful ways to play — and teaches others 
to approach the world with kindness and an 
open mind.”  

BUY “MILLY HAS 
THE MOST FUN!”
Scan QR Code to go to 
the publisher’s website!

Shantel with one of 
the illustrations she 
created for the book
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So many things I could talk about 
from our fall soccer season, but I think the 
highlight for me was the comeback win in 
the State Semifinal against Mount Vernon 
Christian. The team showed so much grit 
and resilience to tie the match with under 
ten seconds remaining in regulation and then 
summon the fortitude and resolve to com-
plete the comeback, 5–4, in the shootout. 
It was amazing to watch what we did in that 
moment, but more importantly it illustrated 
who we were as a team.  

For many high school athletes and 
coaches, winning a state championship is the 
dream—I know it is for me. When our 22 ath-
letes walked onto the pitch that Saturday night 
to compete for the title, we were confident and 
poised to make that dream come true.  

Sometimes, though, you need something 
more to summit the mountain. Our players 
did everything we asked: they played with 
heart, with pride, and—most of all—for each 

other. We didn’t bring home 
the state championship, but 
we did achieve a season-long 
goal: being at our best when 
it mattered most. On that 
night, Orcas Island was just a 
fraction better than we were.  

As we walked off the 
field into the arms of our 
faithful supporters one last 
time, we were disappointed 
and grateful, taking solace in 
the fact that this moment did 
not define an otherwise 
remarkable season for 
the Dragons. 

— Mark Rickard, 
Varsity Boys Soccer Coach 

DRAGON ATHLETICS

BOYS SOCCER REACHES 
STATE TITLE MATCH

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 
RUNS TO 5TH AT STATE

The Girls Cross Country Team placed 
5th in State, paced by co-captains Regan 
Thomas (2nd Place) and Delaney Nachreiner 
(4th place). Remmy Kiltz (21st), Emma 
Shimizu (84th) and Leona Eide (124th) 
rounded out the team at State.  Regan 
Thomas was the League MVP & District 
Champion, while Delaney Nachreiner & 
Remmy Kiltz both made All-League.  

“Seven straight League Championships! 
Hard work and determination always pays 
off,” says Rick Riley, Varsity XC Coach. Go 
Dragons!

Regan (right) & Delaney 
(above) raced to 2nd & 
4th overall at State

Seniors & coaches at Senior Night 
(above), and a key block in 

the State Semi-finals vs. 
Lopez Island (below) 

Boys Soccer finished 2nd at State with a 17-3-1 
record. They earned league and district titles, out-
scoring their opponents 55-10 on the season. They 
were also the Scholastic Cup Champions with the 
highest combined GPA of any 2B team in the state.
All-League Selections included Gavin Eliason 
(League MVP), Colin Brennan, Solomon Chen, 
Pierce English, Atom Miller and Graham Reichel. 
Kudos as well to League Coach of the Year, 
Mark Rickard!
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Boys Cross Country
Simon Wolff (88th) and Ian 

Divine (63rd) both qualified for the 
State Meet as 8th graders. An un-
precedented achievement, they were 
awarded “Rising Stars” status. 

“Fall 2026 looks very promis-
ing, with a talented group of young 
runners competing on the track team 
this spring,” says Rick Riley, Varsity 
XC Coach.

Volleyball
Volleyball went 9-10 this year 

and qualified for the District Tourna-
ment for only the 2nd time in the 
last 8 years. Sarah Harbaugh earned 
All-League honors for the Dragons.  

“After years of hard work and 
building our foundation, earning a 
district tournament appearance is a 
testament to the determination and 
growth of our entire roster,” says Jessi 
Reed, Varsity Volleyball Coach.  

“Their effort, resilience, and 
support for one another made this 
season truly special!” 

Boys Basketball
Boys Basketball went 6-17 this 

year, with Liam Darcy the team’s All-
League selection. 

“Night after night, we were test-
ed by some of the best teams in the 
state, and while the record doesn’t 
show it, this group grew tougher, 

more connected, and more resilient 
every game,” says Ryan Peplinski, 
Varsity Boys Basketball Coach. 

“That experience, combined with 
the leadership of our seniors and the 
growth of our returning players has 
laid a strong foundation for where this 
program is headed next.” 
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Girls Basketball
Girls Basketball finished the year 

11-14, with Sarah Harbaugh and Brys-
tal Neilsen earning All-League honors. 

“The same group that began the 
season finished it together, with two 
outstanding additions in December 
(Brystal Neilsen and Sam Smoger 
from Wilbur-Creston) that helped pro-
pel the team. They learned to play as 
a unit, and by playoffs there was real 

Cheerleading
“This team is the definition of a 

supportive community and has genu-
ine care for those around them,” says 
Mailee Osorio, Varsity Cheer Coach. 

“These kids have worked tire-
lessly to put out material and spirit 
they can be proud of in such a short 
amount of time, all while doing it 
with laughter and excitement in their 
days. Being their coach is an honor.” 

BOOSTER CLUB FUNDS 
NEW TRACK AND JUMP PIT 

Thanks to the SGS Booster Club, 
Dragon Track & Field now has a 
40-meter practice track and a dedicat-
ed long jump/triple-jump runway with 
a pit. The compact facility—built at the 
third-base dugout—provides two lanes 
for blocks, hurdles, and sprint work 
without disrupting existing fields, 
giving athletes a convenient, safe space 
for technical training. Coaches and 
athletes are thrilled! 

The Booster Club also funded 
much-needed upgrades: replacement 
volleyball poles (the originals were 25 
years old) and the pole and installa-
tion for a camera to stream live soccer 
matches. A sincere thank you to the 

SGS Booster Club for consistently 
enhancing our athletic facilities and 
making these projects possible. 

buzz across the league—no one wanted 
to draw the Dragons,” says Brad Kirsch, 
Varsity Girls Basketball Coach. 

“While there’s disappointment we 
didn’t advance further, there’s equal 
pride in how far the team came and 
excitement for what’s next. This season 
was joyful, competitive, and unforget-
table. Go Dragons!” 
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THE CLASS OF 2016:  A DECADE LATER 

John McCarthy ‘16 
John graduated from medical school at 

Creighton this May and will be headed back 
to South Bend, Indiana for family medicine 
residency. “My wife, Bev, and I have a beauti-
ful 7-month-old, Cecilia, who is a joy!”  

Ruowen Li ‘16 
After Ruowen graduated from Saint 

George’s in 2016, he went on to earn a degree 
in biotechnology and minors in finance and 
accounting. During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, he worked in China’s vaccine R&D sector 
and later joined an early-stage medical device 
company in Hong Kong. In 2022, he com-
pleted a master’s degree in Applied Theatre. 
         He is now a PhD candidate re-
         searching the role of theatre in 
         contemporary politics and its 
         broader social significance, 
         with interests at the intersec-
         tion of science, capital, and 
         culture.  

HaoMin (Delfino) Liu ‘16 
Delfino has lived in Beijing, China, 

since graduating college in 2020, working as 
an independent director and screenwriter 
while building a startup in AI filmmaking. 
He is married and has a 15-month-old son. 
He misses taking naps in the library and 
on the couch in Elizabeth’s office, and the 
winters when “Jamie’s truck’s leather seats 
would freeze my butt off.” He says he would 
also love to “get yelled at by Coach Pep” one 
more time.    

Ten years on from 
graduation, the Class of 
2016 has scatt ered across 
the U.S. and the globe, 
building careers, families, 
and community in ways 
that make us proud. 

Here are brief updates 
and current photos that 
celebrate a few of their 
journeys, achievements, 
and enduring Saint 
George’s spirit.

John, Bev & Cecilia McCarthy (above), 
Ruowen Li (right), and Delfino Liu with his 
son in Beijing (far right)
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ALUMNI NEWS

Malinda (Wagstaff ) & 
Michael Metro ‘16  

Michael graduated from EWU in 2019 
with a degree in Professional Chemistry with 
a focus on Biochemistry. He worked as the 
lead Flavor Chemist for Sun Tropics. Mi-
chael is currently the Laboratory Manager 
for the R&D laboratory of Sun Tropics and 
enjoys drawing, swimming, and competing in 
triathlons.  

Malinda graduated from the Eastman 
School of Music in 2020 with a degree in vo-
cal performance and certificates in Arts Lead-
ership and Languages of the Operatic Reper-
toire. They got married in 2021, and Malinda 
then earned her master’s degree in vocal 
performance from Indiana University.  

Malinda is quickly establishing herself as 
a young dramatic soprano to watch for and 
has performed across the United States. More 
information about Malinda’s professional 
endeavors can be found at 
www.malindawagstaffsoprano.com. 

Malinda and Michael recently had poems 
published, and Malinda has published essays 
about the divine feminine. “We love travel-
ing and trying different foods! Recent travels 
including scuba diving in Key West, snorkel-
ing with manta rays in Hawaii, biking in Napa 
Valley, and we have plans to see Hokkaido!”   

Peter Ogden ‘16 
Peter Ogden is currently based in New 

York City, where he lives and works. Follow-
ing his previous role as a Client Development 
Manager at Goodwin Procter in Washington, 
DC, he recently joined Paul Hastings as 
Senior Manager of Business 
Development, spearheading 
the firm’s global Investiga-
tions & White Collar 
Defense BD initiatives. 
Outside of his work in Big 
Law, Peter is embracing 
everything the city has to 
offer while continuing to 
pursue his passion for 
making music.  

Yicun (Oscar) Wu ’16 
Oscar Wu studied in California after 

Saint George’s, exploring a wide range of 
disciplines—from music, acting, and dance to 
economics, international relations, and math-
ematics—while taking time away to travel and 
reflect. That exploratory period ultimately 
led him to AI and brought him back to aca-
demia with a clearer sense of purpose. He is 
now a PhD student researching AI reasoning, 
generative models, and AI safety, focused on 
making advanced systems more reliable and 
less prone to hallucination.  

He fondly recalls his days at Saint 
George’s, especially the time spent with 
friends. “Some of 
my favorite mem-
ories are from the 
summer, when we 
would meet up on 
the street, enjoy 
the warm weather, 
and hoop 
together,” he says.   

Malinda & Michael 
at Senior Prom and 
recreating the pose at 
their wedding (above), 
Peter Ogden (lower left), 
and Oscar Wu with his 
dog (below)

SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE   SPRING 2026 25



26 SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE   SPRING 2026

ALUMNI NEWS

DEAR FELLOW ALUMNI
On behalf of Saint George’s School 

Alumni, I hope this message finds you well. 
As the school year and our celebration of 70 
years of SGS draw to a close, it’s heartwarm-
ing to reflect on how our alumni community 
has come together. 

This past year, Saint George’s School 
Alumni focused on reconnecting with alumni. 
Whether you attended our 70th Anniversary 
celebration on the graduation lawn, joined the 
Seattle book launch for George Edwards’s The 
Founding of Saint George’s School: Its History from 
1955–1968, competed in Alumni Basketball, 
celebrated with us at the Black & White Gala, 
or met us on our East Coast grand tour, we’re 
incredibly grateful for your continued support. 

In 2026–27, Saint George’s School 
Alumni will continue building new, meaning-

ful ways for alumni to engage with the school. 
We will focus especially on connecting our 
youngest alumni and current seniors with 
the broader alumni network, leveraging our 
professional and collegiate connections to cre-
ate opportunities for the next generation. If 
you’re interested in participating, please email 
Tyson.Bostrom@sgs.org. 

As always, thank you for being part of our 
alumni community. We look forward to seeing 
the Classes of 1976 and 2016 this summer for 
their 50th and 10th reunions, and to welcom-
ing our newest alumni, the Class of 2026. 

Go Dragons! 

— Tyson Bostrom ‘11, MHA, MPH 
President, Saint George’s School Alumni 
Board Trustee, Saint George’s School   

A Great Time at the Annual 
Alumni Basketball Game!   

On December 22nd, four decades of 
alumni and their families gathered on the 
hardwood in the Errol Schmidt Athletic 
Center for the annual Alumni Basketball 
Game! It was a memorable morning as 
alumni played some basketball, enjoyed slices 
of pizza, and introduced our future Dragons 
to the alumni community.  

Thank you to all the alumni, family, and 
friends who were able to join us on campus!

Alumni Share Wisdom with 
8th-12th Grade Students   

Last October, students from 8th through 
12th grade gathered in the courtyard for an 
inspiring panel featuring five SGS alumni. 
With many insightful words and valuable 
lessons, our students gained practical advice 
to help them navigate their own paths. The 
alumni discussed the realities of college life 
versus myths, and how to turn their passions, 
talents, and hard work into fulfilling careers.  

A big thank you to our alumni panelists: 
Mason Foster (’24), Cambrie Rickard (’21), 
Emily Hall Tender (’16), Peter Worrall (’14), 
and Brooke Martin (’17). It was a wonderful 
event, and we are incredibly grateful to have 
such knowledgeable and generous alumni 
sharing their wisdom with our community!

Tyson Bostrom,
President of Saint 
George’s School Alumni

Alumni Basketball 
participants in ESAC 
(below), and the Alumni 
Panel zooming in to the 
Upper School Courtyard 
(lower right)
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JAMES GUNN ‘22 SHINES AS 
TUFTS WINS D3 NATIONAL 
SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP

We are excited to report that Tufts Uni-
versity won the D3 Soccer Championship last 
fall! James Gunn, a proud graduate of Saint 
George’s School, played a crucial role in the 
team’s success and earned a spot on the All-
NCAA Tournament Team. The Jumbos won 
the title 2-1 over Trinity University of Texas 
at Roanoke College in Salem, VA on Dec. 7. 
Congratulations, James, on this outstanding 
achievement!   

CLARA WITMER ’23 AWARDED 
PRESTIGIOUS GOLDWATER 
SCHOLARSHIP

Saint George’s School is proud to an-
nounce that alumna Clara Witmer (Class of 
2023) has been named a Goldwater Scholar, 
one of the nation’s most prestigious under-
graduate honors for students pursuing STEM 
fields. Clara was one of 454 students selected 
from 1,485 nominees representing 482 col-
leges and universities across the United States.  

This recognition highlights Clara’s 
academic excellence, outstanding research 
experience, and potential as a future leader 
in STEM. The SGS community congratulates 
her on this well-deserved honor!    

SEE FULL ARTICLE 
ABOUT TUFTS’ 
NATIONAL TITLE
Scan the QR Code to go to 
the Tufts University website!

James Gunn (#25) 
contributed to the Jumbo’s 

run to the National 
Championship

Clara Witmer is a junior 
at Lafayett e College and 
completed two summer 

internships with 
WSU researchers
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James (Jim) Benoit, ‘60, passed away 
at home on December 4, 2025. He was a 
Sandpoint, Idaho, native and a 1960 gradu-
ate of Saint George’s School. He earned his 
undergraduate degree from Princeton in 1964, 
graduated from Hastings College of the Law, 
and passed the California Bar in 1968. Jim 
served as a JAG officer on active duty from 
1968–1972 and in the reserves until 1988, re-
tiring as a lieutenant colonel, before establish-
ing a respected private law practice in Santa 
Rosa that spanned nearly 50 years. 

A longtime member and past president of 
the Santa Rosa West Rotary Club, he married 
Lynn Deanne Cook on August 9, 1975, and 
placed family at the center of his life—coaching 
his sons’ teams, never missing their events, 
and enjoying travel and frequent visits back to 
Sandpoint. 

 Tom Phillips, ’71, a distinguished Saint 
George’s School alumnus, Tom passed away 
on March 13, 2026. Tom attended Saint 
George’s from 1966 to 1971 and went on 
to study at Stanford University. A standout 
golfer, he was inducted into the Saint George’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2017 for his indi-
vidual achievements and as a member of the 
SGS boys golf team. Widely regarded as one 
of the top four golfers in school history, Tom 
won numerous amateur titles across the Pacific 
Northwest and notably qualified for and 
played in the PGA U.S. Senior Open Champi-
onship in 2012 at age 59.

A longtime investment advisor, Tom split 
his time between Scottsdale, AZ, Seattle, and 
Spokane. He was admired for his dry sense of 
humor, keen intellect, and steadfast friendship 
to his classmates.

Timothy Perot Greer, ‘75, of New Canaan, 
CT, passed away peacefully on July 2, 2025, in 
Islesboro, ME after a battle with cancer. Raised 
in Spokane and a 1975 graduate of Saint 
George’s School, Tim built a distinguished 
career in architecture, founding T.P. Greer 
Architects and contributing work both locally 
and internationally while donating his services 

IN MEMORIAM
ALUMNI NEWS

With heavy hearts, we cherish 
the memories of those we’ve 
lost from the SGS community.

to clubs and churches he loved. 
An avid athlete and outdoorsman, he 

raced skis across the Pacific Northwest, played 
varsity squash at Yale, ran marathons, summit-
ted Washington’s glaciated peaks, and enjoyed 
cycling and skiing throughout his life. Known 
for his cheerful spirit, playful humor, and un-
wavering support for his three children, Tim 
also delighted in painting abstract watercolors 
with his daughter and sharing his joy for life 
with family and friends.

Dyche Alsaker, ‘92, (August 9, 1974 – 
September 17, 2025) was the eldest of four 
children born to Anne and Dan Alsaker 
during the height of Spokane’s World’s Fair, 
a bit of local lore he enjoyed. Of the 51 years 
he spent on this planet, none were dull: witty, 
adventurous, and artistically gifted, Dyche 
was often the funniest person in the room, 
mischievous with a Peter Pan-like spirit. 
Beneath the energy and storytelling brilliance 
was a heart of rare empathy—he listened, un-
derstood, and comforted in a way that made 
people feel truly seen. 

Dyche followed his creative calling from 
Greenacres, WA, to Portland, OR, earning a 
B.S. in Art from Willamette University and a 
Master’s in Computer Animation from Van-
couver Film School, then bringing his artistry 
to life at Will Vinton Studios (now Laika) and 
later as a freelance designer and illustrator. He 
shared his life with his beloved wife, Brooke, 
and their cats, first in Portland’s Hawthorne 
District and later in Troutdale, near the river 
and the natural spaces he loved.

Brandon Valle, ‘10, (Dec. 11, 1990–
Oct. 8, 2025) born in Spokane, was a Saint 
George’s School graduate who earned a B.A. 
in Biology from Carleton College. Known 
to many as a “Little Einstein,” Brandon 
combined fierce intellect and deep empathy—
working as a wildland firefighter for DNR 
and on the John Wayne Trail, gardening, and 
pursuing creative passions in acting, singing, 
woodworking, and pottery. 

Devoted to his large extended family and 
a loyal, quietly supportive friend and uncle, he 
approached life with clarity of purpose, fierce 
independence, and a generous spirit that left a 
lasting impact on those who knew him. 

Jim Benoit, ‘60

Tom Phillips, ‘71

Timothy Greer, ‘75

Dyche Alsaker, ‘92

Brandon Valle, ‘10
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EVENTS

GALA & AUCTION GOES 
BLACK AND WHITE 

SGS HISTORY BOOK  
George Edwards, former Saint George’s 

School Headmaster from 1985-1991, has 
written a fascinating book about the early years 
of Saint George’s School. The Founding of Saint 
George’s School is a brief history driven by the 
author’s profound respect for the pioneers who, 
in 1955, established one of the most unique 
and forward-thinking schools in the region. 

BUY GEORGE 
EDWARDS’ BOOK 
ABOUT SGS
Scan the QR Code to go to 
the Saint George’s website!

SEE MORE IMAGES 
FROM THE 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY
Scan the QR Code to go to 
a full gallery of images!

On Saturday, October 18, the SGS 
community gathered on Graduation Lawn 
to celebrate the school’s 70th anniversary 
with catered treats (cocoa and apple cider bar, 
popcorn), lawn games, a bounce house, and 
decade-themed alumni areas for reminiscing 
and reconnecting. Guests enjoyed campus 
tours, remarks from current and former Heads 
of School, a photo booth, and a festive atmo-
sphere. Thank you to everyone who helped 
make the celebration so special—here’s to 
many more years of community and growth!  

The 2026 Saint George’s Gala & Auction 
took place on the evening of March 28th at 
The Falls Penthouse at Riverside Place. In cel-
ebration of Saint George’s 70th Anniversary, 
the black-and-white–themed evening honored 
the school’s traditions and brought the com-
munity together for a spectacular night! 

Thank you to everyone who attended, 
donated, and bid on auction items. Thanks 
to your generosity, we raised more than 
$195,000. Your support will benefit SGS 
students for years to come! 

SGS CELEBRATES 
70TH ANNIVERSARY 
ON GRAD LAWN 

Four Heads of School 
- Jamie Tender, Joe 

Kennedy, Mo Wright 
& George Edwards - 

joined the celebration 
(above), and the crowd 

enjoyed the festive 
atmosphere (left)

Members of the Board 
at the Gala (above), and 
SGS faculty, staff  and 
administrators pose in 
the photo booth (left)
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ANALOG/DIGITAL BALANCE

THE HUMAN EDGE: 
“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 

remember, involve me, and I learn.” Benja-
min Franklin reminds us of the true meaning 
of learning, and the importance of engaging 
the student. Recent conversations among 
our Board have centered around the “value 
of a quality education” and what that means. 
Does it mean exploring a different academic 
calendar than the traditional model we have 
known that has produced strong results? Is 
it assuring our students are well rounded, 
leaving with an optimal profile for higher edu-
cation? Is it assuring that all students feel safe 
and cared for in a nurturing environment?

How does a high-quality educational 
experience capture the interest of the student, 
while staying cutting edge and relevant, shield-
ing the learner from distractions so prevalent 
today? Young people are questioning the 
importance of college, whether there will be 
jobs, or if AI displaces the need for a disci-

pline they may be passionate about. In this era 
of uncertainty about what the next generation 
can expect when there are unknowns about 
the future, the bigger question is how do we 
keep students engaged and inspired? 

Given how technology is influencing de-
velopment and learning, many are asking the 
question of whether educators have exposed 
students to excess technology too early, and 
perhaps we are now seeing the unintended 
consequences play out. At the same time, 
STEAM education, innovation, and alterna-
tive modalities for learning have emerged 
because of technology and the dynamic tools 
available. As we examine these ideas further, it 
becomes clear that perhaps what we all yearn 
for is revisiting an “analog existence.” This is 
the term some today are referring to as a way 
to unplug, slow down, and experience life in 
the absence of competing technology, which 
has potential impact on long-term memory, 
critical thinking, relationships, curiosity, and 
self-esteem. 

The practice of “analog” education at 
SGS conjures up images of the Davenport 
House as a classic timepiece juxtaposed 
against the classroom filled with technology 
and robotics. Can the two co-exist? At SGS an 
“analog” education is easy to find. A few ex-
amples include our outdoor program, annual 
class trips which include camping, coastal 
exploration, and winter excursions. As the 
year winds down, Field Day represents all that 
is “analog,” with outdoor activities and tradi-
tions held in the natural oasis of our campus. 

I am often asked about what makes Saint 
George’s School special. With over 120 acres 
of “analog opportunity” just waiting to be 
tapped into, while also including a healthy 
dose of technology to support advancement 
in learning, critical thinking, and collabora-
tion, our students receive a unique experience 
quite difficult to find in the current landscape 
of education. 

Soft Skills, 
Outdoor Learning 
and Tech Balance

Georgina Lynch, PhD 
SGS Board President 

Senior IB Chemistry 
students working 
in the lab
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As we look to the future, we know that 
grappling with how to integrate technology 
with fundamental principles of education 
requires this balance between human con-
nection in the most basic way, paired with 
developing new ideas and learning from that 
technology. It has been said it will be the “soft 
skills” that will carry us through this paradigm 
shift related to AI tools and the changing 
workplace, and these skills are perhaps the 
most critical to nurture since technology will 
soon be able to achieve great things “in spite 
of us”.  Interpersonal connection is essen-
tial. What better way to nurture those skills 
than the outdoor classroom? Just as Franklin 
espoused, involvement and immersion are key 
to learning. 

The value of a great education? Teach-
ers who care, teachers who inspire, and the 
environment to nurture it. Parents trust us 
every day with their most valuable asset, 
their children. We will continue to ask these 
questions and adapt, much as the founders of 
SGS seventy years ago did the same, and they 
could never have imagined where we would 

be today! We look forward to opening the dis-
cussion further as Jamie takes us through our 
school-wide self-study in the coming months, 
and to gaining insights from our parents and 
school community. As we think about what it 
takes to sustain this balance within a quality 
education, we will be reaching out to those 
who can support our efforts to preserve the 
unique SGS experience and all that it entails.
— Georgina Lynch, PhD, SGS Board President

4th graders identifying 
and removing invasive 
Scotch broom in the 
woods above campus
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70 YEARS OF DRAGONS

The entire Lower School 
forms the anniversary 

number on the fl oor of the 
Errol Schmidt  Athletic Center

Join us on Graduation Lawn at 2pm 
on Sunday, May 31 to celebrate 
Commencement with the family 
and friends of the Class of 2026.

GRADUATION OF THE
CLASS OF 2026


