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HEAD LINES

OH, HOW WE EXPLORE

Dear Friends,

As we hit the midpoint of an excit-
ing school year, our school-wide theme of
“Explore” has been more than just a verb—
it has been a lived experience that has
touched almost every aspect of our students’
educational journey as highlighted in this
magazine. Last year, as part of the reflective
practices, the Board reviewed our existing
mission and voted to add the word explore to
better capture the student experience at SGS.
Our updated mission is: Inspiring scholars,
athletes, and artists to explore, serve, and
lead.

We have had a wonderful first half of
the school year. Our enrollment is growing
and strengthens our community. When we
welcome new families and students, it adds
new ideas, perspectives, and experiences that
make us better as a whole. This rings true for
our domestic, international, and exchange
students and provides a more global depth to
our community.

It is always a joy to watch and share “the
magic” that happens daily. In the classrooms,
science labs, and beyond, our students explore
important concepts and apply them in
authentic activities. Our advanced programs,
projects, and activities that take place in small
and engaging learning environments allows
our students to conduct research that goes
beyond typical school settings. We see this in
innovative STEAM projects and humanities
research, and our students continue to build
intellectual resilience and technical skills.

The arts are a vibrant canvas of explora-

tion this year. Our numerous theater produc-

tions and other performance opportunities
allow our students, from the littlest dragons
to our graduating seniors, to build their
confidence. Our visual arts exhibitions and
displays showcase bold creativity, and our
musical performances explore a diversity of
music. These achievements underscore the
importance of artistic exploration and how
it nurtures critical thinking and emotional
intelligence.

We continue to have very successful
athletic campaigns, and participation levels
remain strong. We now have students as
young as first grade competing in cross
country. Individual and team championships
are important and celebrated, and equally
significant are the moments of individual
breakthrough and collective support.

The SGS Outdoor Program represents
another arena of discovery. Our students
practice teamwork, develop leadership skills,
and experience personal growth. What
a great way to spend time outdoors with
friends.

At Saint George’s, our greatest value lies

in creating an environment where exploration

is not just encouraged, but essential. We offer

more than a static education—we provide
a transformative experience that prepares

students to navigate an increasingly complex

world with confidence, empathy, and innova-

tive thinking.

This year has reinforced our belief that
education is about opening doors, not just
imparting knowledge.

Onward in exploration,

Jamie Tender, Head of School

Jamie Tender,
Head of School

“Explore has been
more than justa
verb— it has been a
lived experience that
has touched almost
every aspect of our
students’ educational
journey...”
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MS Theater’s production of
“Dot & The Kangaroo Jr”

mbracing
oloration

10th Graders exploring on their |

College Visititation day.
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Since our school’s founding in 1955,
we have encouraged students to embrace
curiosity—exploring the world around them,
discovering new cultures, engaging with fresh
ideas, and ultimately uncovering their own
identities through exploration. While our
previous mission statement, “Inspiring Schol-
ars, Athletes, and Artists to Serve and Lead
Others,” beautifully reflected our core values,
we felt it was missing an essential element.

This year, we updated our Mission
Statement to better capture what has been
at the heart of our school since the begin-
ning: exploration. Now, “Inspiring Scholars,
Athletes, and Artists to Explore, Serve, and
Lead” more fully reflects our commitment to

fostering a spirit of discovery in everything

N

ower School Students exploring" “"
academics during STEAM Du' A '
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we do. Our faculty and staff wholeheartedly
embrace this evolution, ensuring that explora-
tion remains a cornerstone of our students’
education and experience.

In this issue of SGS Magazine, we high-
light just a few of the many ways our com-
munity has brought the theme of Explore to
life—whether through the arts, academics, or
outdoor adventures. From creative expression
to hands-on learning, from hiking and rafting
excursions to new intellectual pursuits, our
students have fully embraced the spirit of
exploration.

We hope their journeys inspire you to
embark on your own adventures, seek new
experiences, and always remember: Wonder is

everywhere.

#Tth Graders exploring
e Riverside Park Water
Reclamation Facility.




EXPLORING THE ARTS

ENPLORING
COLOR

Saint George’s Upper School students

brought the vibrant world of contemporary
art to life with an art installation inspired
by renowned Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama’s
“Obliteration Room.” This unique project
transformed a plain, white room into an
ever-evolving canvas, that included inviting
community members to engage with art in
an entirely new way.

In her original “Obliteration Room,”
Kusama starts with a stark, whitewashed
room—a blank slate where every surface, from
walls to furniture, is devoid of color. Visitors
were then given sheets of colorful dot stickers
and encouraged to place them wherever and

however they please. Over time, the once-
pristine room is “obliterated” by an
explosion of vibrant color.
Drawing inspiration
from this celebrated piece,
Saint George’s Upper
School students set out to
create their own version of
the “Obliteration Room.”
The gallery was chosen as the
site, and large sheets of white pa-
per lined the walls, and some white
objects were placed in the room, including
chairs, a shelf, and a ceramic elephant.

Once the space was prepared, the
students in the SGS community were invited
to participate in the installation. While the
installation was up, students of all grades,
family members, faculty, and staff contribut-
ed their color to the room. Sheets of colorful
dot stickers in various sizes were provided,
and visitors were encouraged to place them
anywhere within the room.

Some people created patterns, spelled
words, created pictures, and some simply just
scattered their stickers randomly. The project

served as more than just an artistic endeavor;

US Students working on their
“Obliteration Room” project.

it was also a lesson in col-
laboration, community, and
the power of shared experiences.
Students reflected on the transforma-
tive nature of art and how it can bring people
together.

For the Upper School students, this

installation was an opportunity to explore

themes central to Kusama’s work: identity, “.this installation

collaboration, and the relationship between was an opportunity to

individuals and their environments. explore themes central
The Upper School’s “Obliteration to Kusama’s work”

Room” will undoubtedly leave a lasting

impression on all who participated. It’s a
shining example of how art can transform "y !"
spaces, foster connections, and inspire us to _.ﬁ ' P T g
see the world—and each other—in new and S ﬂ s

colorful ways.

WATCH THE INSPIRATION

You can view the video about the original art
installation by Yayoi Kusama that inspired the SGS
Upper School Students on the “Tate” YouTube channel.

: : Watch at hitps://youtu.be/-xNzr-fIHQw
t Scan the QR Code to be taken to the YouTube video!
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ENPLORING
THE STAGE

LS Variety Show

The Lower School students displayed

their wide range of talent on Friday, Septem-
ber 27th on the expansive stage of Founders
Theater. Over the course of an hour, students
showcased their talents, including singing,
dancing (including cultural dances), playing
the piano, reading poetry and stories, and

much more. Great job, Dragons!

MS “Dot & The Kangaroo Jr”
The Middle School Theater Department
performed their production of “Dot & The
Kangaroo Jr.” on Novemember 19th and
20th in Founders Theater. This show was full
of colorful characters and fun performances
from our students! It is a musical based on
the classic Australian children’s book. A
young girl named Dot gets lost in the Austra-

lian bush and befriends a mother kangaroo

L Scan the B Code to be taken to the YouTube video!

From the video footage we captured at the LS Variety
Show, we created a short recap video that can be
wutched on the Saint George’s YouTube channel!

Watch ot hitps://youtu.be/gWjDZLWIWgc
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EXPLORING THE ARTS

who, with the help of other outback animals,
guides her back home, teaching her about
friendship, courage, and the importance of
protecting nature along the way. The story
focuses on Dot’s exploration of self-discovery
as she navigates the wilderness and learns to
trust the animals around her.

Everyone did an excellent job bringing

this story to life!

US “PUFFS”

The Upper School put on a fun-filled
production of the play “PUFFS” on Decem-
ber 9th-11th. This play follows a group of
underachieving, often overlooked students
from the Hufflepuff House at a “certain”
school of magic, focusing on their comedic
misadventures as they navigate their wizard-
ing education. This production was filled
with a lot of humorous, silly, and heartfelt
moments, along with fantastic stage produc-

tion and lighting design. The show was truly

magical!




ERPLORING ATHLETICS

ENPLORING
SPIRIT

2025 marked the exciting return of

the traditional Saint George’s School spirit
rivalry game against the Northwest Christian
Crusaders, the Battle for the Holy Grail. On
Tuesday, January 14th at the SGS campus,
both teams faced off in several basketball
games, and put their best school spirit for-
ward. Saint George’s theme was “Operation:
Holy Grail” inspired by spy movies, such as
Mission: Impossible.

To align with the theme, students
dressed up in camo and tactical gear to
support their school. Over the course of the
evening, there was cheering, student competi-
tions, and at the conclusion of the night, one
school took home the coveted Holy Grail.

iStudents showing off
heir. hest moves at the
dance'contest at the boys
hasketball game halftime.

The student competition at the girls
basketball game halftime was table surfing,
where several students laid down on the
ground, shoulderto-shoulder, and all worked
together to move one student riding on an
upside down table down the line, racing to be
the first to cross the finish line! During the
boys basketball game halftime, a dance com-
petition was held where a select few students
were selected to present their best dance
moves and then scored by a panel of judges.

This year, SGS and Northwest Christian
partnered with a local non-profit, Commu-
nity Cancer Fund, to support their mission
and further their efforts in the fight against
cancer.

Congratulations to SGS for winning
the Spirit Competition and taking home the
Holy Grail this year! It was well-earned, and
everyone brought their school spirit, energy,
and enthusiasm during the games! Go,

Dragons!

i .-.r'-'i..- F
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Briceiio at her “Letter of Intent”
signing ceremony.

& !
nnel atSenior Night.

Briceiio signing her Letter
of Intent.

ENPLORING ATHLETICS

ENPLORING
ACHIEVEMENTS

Savvy Briceiio Interview

Earlier this school year, Savvy Bricefio

committed to EWU’s women’s soccer team.
We wanted to learn more about this op-
portunity, so we conducted an interview
with Bricefio. On Thursday, November 21st,
a “Letter of Intent” ceremony was held to
celebrate this occasion.

How This Came to Be: “Soccer has given
me so much—whether it be an outlet from a
busy life, countless valuable lessons, amazing
human beings that will always hold a place in
my heart, or a place to express the person I
am and evolve into the person I am becom-
ing. So, of course I wanted to carry on this
journey at the next level!”

Why EWU: “My family went to East-
ern. From coaches, to family, to friends, to
teammates, [ knew this would be a place I
belonged. I knew it would be a place I would
excel academically and be able to grow to
become the best soccer player and person I
can be.”

What’s Next: “I just finished up my first
XC season where our girls secured 3rd place,
as well as my last high school soccer season
that I was fortunate enough to be able to play
with our boys’ team (big shoutout to you all, love
you guys)! Now I am in school basketball sea-
son. In the spring, I will be doing my second
favorite sport, track & field, and will compete
in all the relays and the open 400M. I will
finish my club soccer career with my incred-
ible team Spokane Shadow as well.”

Academic Plans: “I plan to major in
Business Entrepreneurship and Environmen-

tal Science.”

Congratulations, Savvy! We wish you

continued success in your future.
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Regan and Josie Place 1st
and 2nd in WA State!

SGS students, Regan Thomas and Josie
McLaughlin, finished first and second in the
WIAA Girls Class 1B/2B Cross-country race
on November 13th. Thomas ran 18 minutes,
20.3 seconds to win the individual title, and
McLaughlin clocking in at 19 minutes, 16.8
seconds for second place at the Washington
Cross Country State Championships at the
Sun Willow Golf Course in Pasco, Washing-
ton. Go, Dragons!




EXPLORING ACADEMICS

ENPLORING
ACADEMICS

US Math is Cool

The Upper School team competed at the
Math is Cool Masters, which was hosted at
Moses Lake High School on November 9th.

Our 8 competitors did a stellar job, secur-

ing st place in our division for BOTH the
9th/10th and 11th/12th competitions!

MS Genius Hour

Genius Hour was born out of an idea
that major industry leaders have been using
to help foster a creative and productive work-
space. These giants of industry have been
giving 20% of employee work time to pursue
passion projects. Here at Saint George’s
School (and other schools across the country)
we use this time and call it Genius Hour.
Middle School students brainstorm passion
projects to complete throughout the school
year!

Finding a passion can be a daunting
challenge for many middle school students,
so we spend a majority of the fall brainstorm-
ing project ideas together. Each student
writes ideas on sticky notes in our middle
school hall, create word clouds, brainstorm
on tables, make “passion” brackets, and listen
to podcasts. The biggest part about finding
a passion is the collaboration between peers
to help one another truly find what one is
passionate about before diving into their own
projects.

After brainstorming a passion, students
choose a topic, a passion, or an interest and
generate a guiding question. Over the next
five months, they create a product to share
with their classmates and the community.

We believe that Genius Hour is a valu-
able use of that class time because it allows us
to teach fundamental skills such as organiza-
tion, management of time, research and writ-

ing, communicating with professionals, and

Upper School “Math is
Cool” team posing for
team photo after winning
1st place in the November
9th competition.

public speaking. These are all skills that are
valuable no matter what profession students
want to pursue after they leave Saint George’s
School, and allows the student to choose the
vehicle in which they learn all of these skills.
It also promotes the creativity we want all of
our students to develop as they move through
their academic and professional lives.

—Matt Melka, MS Social Studies Teacher

LS STEAM Day

The Lower School had their annual
STEAM Day event on November 26th. Dur-
ing this event, all LS students get the op-
portunity to learn more about and celebrate
the sciences. It begins with 3rd, 4th, and
5th graders displaying their science project
trifolds or PowerPoint slides for parents and
the other students, while the rest of the day is
spent doing STEAM-related activities, mostly
around a central theme. 2024’s theme was
sound. Students explored echolocation in
their classrooms and created an instrument
with a partner out of recycled materials in the
library.

At the end of the day, the entire Lower
School went to the Dragon’s Den to see a few
of these instruments demonstrated and to
watch some videos about how we hear sound!

—Lynette Georgeson, LS Librarian

Middle School

Students posting their -y
brainstormed ideas to

the hoard.

SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE FALL-WINTER 2024-25 <) |




HANNAH L. J0SS AWARD PROFILES

“[Joss] was devoted
to her students; she
respected them, and
she inspired them.”

A'/e®

The Hannah L. Joss Fellowship Program
was established in 1997 by the Joss family to

honor the teaching career of Hannah L. Joss,
who taught history at Saint George’s School
from 1961 to 1969. Hannah Joss was a dy-
namic teacher of history and economics who
is remembered by her students for her schol-
arship, her mastery of her subject matter and
contagious passion for it, her lively classes,
and for her rigorous expectations. She was
devoted to her students; she respected them,
and she inspired them. The ideal recipient
will bring to mind the spirit that Hannah
Joss personified.

Since 1997, 27 SGS faculty members
have received this award and continued their
exploration into a deeper understanding of
their subject through lived experience. In the
following section, we have selected four ex-
periences we wanted to highlight—one from
all four directions of the world: North, East,
South, and West.

North: Great Britain

Brook Lindamore pursued a literary
pilgrimage around Great Britain in 2023,
visiting famous author sites and spending
time writing in the locations of her favorite
novelists, inspired by the Michael Chaban
quote “Being a writer is being a reader first.”

This trip benefited her greatly as an edu-

10 SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE FALL-WINTER 2024-25
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cator, as it broadened her literary knowledge,
experience, and personal writing practices.

While there, Lindamore recorded video foot-
age vlog-style of the famous locations to share

in her classroom with her students.

East: The United Kingdom

Denie Inman used her scholarship travel-
ling to England and Scotland in 2022 to fur-
ther live out the motto she has been teaching
her students for the past 20 years: They are
the authors of their own story. When she was
a high school senior, Inman and a friend of
hers made a drastic decision to fly to England
and lived there for a year. Just like the 3rd
graders explore their past, present, and future
family stories and their place in the world, In-
man aimed to visit the place where her story
began, even before she was born.

She journeyed to the UK to fully im-
merse herself in the culture, the people, the
food, and most importantly the unforgettable
experiences. “Year after year, my students
have helped me keep that love of geography
front and center, even while I stayed in the
classroom,” Inman said in her initial Han-
nah Joss Program application. “And now I'd
like to revisit that love and those places that
helped me learn the person and teacher I
could be.” This trip helped her remember the

meaning of being the author of her own life,
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reminded her of the importance of stepping
into the unknown, and allowed her to share
this gusto for travel with her students to give
them a deeper appreciation and understand-

ing of the world around them.

South: Cuba

Brad Kirsch traveled to Cuba in 2018 to
understand a culture that had been trapped
in time. “Cuba was an assault on the senses.
The smells, sounds, tastes, heat, and the
sights were unbelievable,” he said about his
experience. “I didn’t want the tourist experi-
ence, [ wanted an authentic view of this
country functioning with an invisible wall
around them. A Communist nation with
a higher life expectancy than us, living on
about $20/month.” While there, he lived in
people’s homes, talked with locals, ate in off-
the-grid restaurants, and spent time in several
different parts of Cuba, from its capital and
heart, Havana, to the tobacco fields of Vina-
les, to the old sugar plantations in Trinidad.
Because of this experience and being granted
the Hannah Joss award, he has been able to
teach about the country of Cuba in a much

more authentic way.

r oy
-

ﬁ.
West: Japan

Matt Melka traveled to Japan in 2021 to
explore a culture that was both forward-think-
ing, and deeply respectful of its past. This trip
was an opportunity to enhance his teaching
by providing his students with firsthand ac-
counts of Japan’s rich history and technologi-
cal advancements.

One topic that Melka and his 7th Grade
students spend considerable time discussing
is the atomic bomb and its lasting global im-

pact. In his U.S. History class, students read

“l didn’t want the

Bomb by Steve Sheinkin, a novel blending . .

o , : tourist experience, |
historical accuracy with compelling storytell- ,
. . . . wanted an authentic
ing to make history come alive. The unit R £ thi
culminated in a reenactment of the meeting view 0 t_ IS COllllﬂl’v
between President Truman and his advisors, fun_Ct_lonmg with an
where students debated whether or not to invisible wall around
drop the atomic bomb. Visiting Hiroshima in them.”

person helped deepen his students’ under-
standing of this pivotal event. While in Ja-
pan, he visited the Peace Memorial Museum,
the Atomic Bomb Dome, and the Children’s

Peace Memorial.
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“The spirit of the
Games resides in
finding connections
[and] creating new
relationships...”

At the heart of the first annual Dragon
Games is community and camaraderie.
Whether running the games or competing in
them, kids and adults alike were afforded the
opportunity to work together toward a com-
mon goal...victory. But how does one define
victory! The spirit of the Games resides in
finding connections, creating new relation-
ships and strengthening already established
bonds between those community members
who choose to play. Randomly selected teams
(Wind, Water, Fire, and Earth Dragons),
comprised both of Upper School “houses”

and grades 6-8 students, were pitted against

v T .
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EXPLORING COMMUNITY

each other in a series of challenges, ranging
from archery to sled-pulling to the legendary
Schmidtball. All teams competed in 8 timed
challenges with 3 points being awarded to the
winning team and 1 point awarded to both
teams in the event of a tie. When the dust
settled and the games concluded it was the
Eastern Fire Tribe who claimed the Dragon
Games Cup. But at the end of the day, it was
the entire middle and upper school commu-

nities who emerged victorious.

—Mark Rickard, US Physical Education




ENPLORING
GIVING BACK

Annual Food Drive

Each year, we partner with 2nd Harvest

Food Bank, an organization that’s dedicated
to bringing food and comfort to people in
need in our community, to participate in the
“Scare Away Hunger Food Drive.” For a little

added fun, we made our part of the drive

Annual River Cleanup

More than 200 people came out for the
annual Spokane River Cleanup hosted by the
Lands Council on September 14th. In total,
everyone picked up and collected a total of
4,320 Ibs of trash! 8th-grader, Braeden,
and 10th-grader, Andrew, joined us this year
for this event. We filled 5 bags of trash and

cleaned up a deserted camp.

IB Day of Service

The Upper School students participated
in the IB Day of Service during lunch on

a competition between each grade, with an November 15th and were able to accomplish

a lot! Students had the opportunity to choose
most donated amongst the Lower School, one of 3 tasks they could do to help: 1) The
Middle School, and Upper School levels. Eyes Open Club walked the school road and

Additionally, the Lower School hosted a picked up trash. 2) A card-writing session
in the courtyard to thank Veterans for their

award being granted to the grade with the

food donation bin decorating contest, where
service. 3) SGS students made fleece blankets

for the elderly.

the winning class won a waffle breakfast with
the Middle School.

Between all the grades, a total of 4,024
Ibs of food were donated to 2nd Harvest!

It was great to see the Upper School

community come together for service!

ENPLORING
TRADITIONS

The Dragon Dance is an annual Saint George’s

tradition that occurs at the start of the school year, the
Friday before Labor Day weekend. It’s an opportunity
for all of the school divisions (Lower School, Middle
School, and Upper School) to come together to cel-
ebrate the new school year.

Although this is a longstanding SGS tradition,
no one is quite sure the exact year it started. Wanting
to find an answer, Jamie Tender started researching to
uncover the mystery. He talked with Keith Stecher (‘77),
Dave Holte (‘01), and Sally (Stanton) Poutiatine (‘80).
Stetcher said that it began sometime in the 80’s, while

Poutiatine said that it was during the 2nd year Johna-

SEE IT IN MOTION

Hear from Head of School, Jamie Tender, talk about
the Dragon Dance and its signficance to our SGS
community, and see clips of the event in action!

Watch at hitps://youtu.be/_PIKKZsFaMU
T_ Scan the QR Code to be taken to the YouTube video!

thon Slater was the head of school. He instituted this in
order to bring more pomp and circumstance to the start

of the school year, as he was underwhelmed with how

the year began before. Since then, the Dragon Dance

has been a well-loved tradition that will continue to

inspire future students, faculty, and parents.
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Back to School Fun

At the beginning of the school year,
Middle and Upper School students explored
a variety of places, from Spokane to Idaho,
from college visits to special “Theme Days.”
We've outlined their adventures below.

6th Grade: Their theme was “River Con-
nections” and they rode along the Centennial
Trail to learn about the importance of the
Spokane River for our community, and did
water testing along various sections of the
river. They continued their journey two days
later, visiting the Glen Tana property nearby
to help clear some of the fallen trees from the
grounds to help reduce fire hazards.

Tth Grade: Their theme was “Water
Warriors” and they visited the Riverside Park
Water Reclamation Facility while also meet-
ing with the Riverkeeper organization to help
clean up trash along the Spokane River. In
the afternoon, the class met with a represen-
tative from the Lands Council, who used her
scale model to demonstrate the importance
of non-point source pollution and run off
into the Spokane Aquifer.

8th Grade: Their theme was “Empathy
& Connections” and they learned about
animal welfare by visiting River’s Wish Sanc-
tuary, Free Rein Therapeutic Riding, and
SCRAPS. This experience was very hands-on,
and they were able to pet and feed horses,
cows, and learn about rescues.

9th Grade: The freshman class paddled
and hiked to Upper Priest Lake, Idaho, for a
3.day campout and used the time to bond as
a new class, adventuring by boat and by foot.

10th Grade: The sophomores went on a
major college tour, visiting Gonzaga Universi-
ty, the University of Idaho, Washington State
University, and Whitman College over the

SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE FALL-WINTER 2024-25
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course of three days. It gave them a chance to
sample different colleges, and what it takes to
get into them!

11th Grade: The junior class went on
an overnight campout along Lake Spokane,
finishing their trip with campground clean
up time before heading back to campus.

12th Grade: The senior class stayed on
a 3-day overnight trip at Camp Reed, where
they worked the High Ropes Course and
made some high climbs and swings with as-

sistance from their classmates!

Outdoor Program Fundraiser

On October 25th, we hosted a movie
night for the film Calm Beneath Castles where
100% of the ticket sales went to the Outdoor
Program. We gave away some awesome prizes,
including hoodies, beanies, ski lift tickets,
and more! This event was a major success,
and resulted in fundraising a total of 32,540!

Thank you to everyone who came out
and donated, with a special thank you to Li-
anne and David Cleary, the main organizers
of this event, and last but not least thank you,
Mike and Sally Poutiatine, who generously
matched the first $1,000 raised. We could

not have done this without you all!
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EXPLORING THE OUTDOORS

‘ﬁ N

Nordic Ski Day

an SGS tradition for over 20 years!

their level of ski expertise:
¢ The Never-Evers
*  Beginners
¢ Intermediates
e Intermediate-Advanced

e Advanced

a staggering 6 miles!

The 7th and 8th students spent February
3rd on a trip to Mt. Spokane participating in
our annual Nordic Ski Day, which has been

During this outing, students were bro-

ken up into five different groups, based on

The total roundtrip distance for most

groups is around 4 kilometers, except for the

The purpose of this annual event is to
get students outside, experience learning in
a new way, and open their minds to the out-
doors and outdoor education. Additionally,
it helps kids break out of their comfort zone,
try something new, and build confidence
through succeeding at something challeng-
ing and brand new, at least to most of the
students.

At the end of the day, all of the kids
loaded back up in the school bus and left the
mountain with an overwhelming sense of ac-
complishment and a newfound camaraderie.
This longstanding tradition will continue to
encourage a love for the outdoors and give

future students an outlet to bond and grow!

Advanced group, whose roundtrip distance is

PHILANTHROPIC IMPACT

At Saint George’s, we are proud to be the only

independent K-12 school in eastern Washington
with a strong A+ rating by NICHE. Our passionate
teachers and advanced curriculum inspire our K-12
students with the confidence to explore, serve, and
lead preparing them for success in college and with
future endeavors.

Saint George’s is also a 501(c)3 non-profit school

and does not receive public taxpayer funding. Tuition
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and fees cover 90% of the school’s budget. About

an additional $1,400 in philanthropic funding per
student is needed every year to ensure our academic
and extra-curricular programs remain available and
exceptional. The additional 10% in annual funding is
generously supplied by philanthropic gifts to the Saint
George’s Fund.

Jamie Tender, Head of School and Georgina Lynch, Board of
Trustees Chair.




Immediate Impact - the Saint George’s Fund

Every dollar directed to the Saint George’s Fund from $10 to $1,000+ has a positive impact

on the educational experience of current and future Saint George’s Dragons. Thank you to the

alumni, current parents, parents of alums, current and former staff and faculty, grandparents,

friends, businesses, and foundations who have donated to the fund this academic year helping

the school raise $274,910 from 356 gifts for greatest need support as of January 31, 2025! The

greatest need support goal for this year is $500,000 so we're calling all alumni and friends to

join us in meeting this goal by the end of the school’s fiscal year on June 30, 2025.

Legacy Giving

In addition to giving to the Saint
George’s Fund, a planned gift can be given
several ways to benefit Saint George’s and
provide a legacy in honor or memory of an
individual, family, or organization:

Bequest - Bequests are gifts made as
part of a will or trust and are one of the most
popular and flexible ways to support the
causes that are important to you and your
family.

Charitable Gift Annuity - A charitable
gift annuity is a contract between a donor and
a charity with the following terms: As a donor,
you make a sizable gift to the charitable orga-
nization via cash, securities, or possibly other
assets. In return, you become eligible to take a
partial tax deduction for your donation, plus
you receive a fixed stream of income from the

charity for the rest of the year.

(5(5

“The Zobrist Family Endowment was
created to support current and future
Dragons with their athletic endeavors.
Today 85% of all SGS students
participate in at least one Dragon sFort
because of the school’s “no cut” policy.
Zobrist family members would not
have had the opportunity to play sports
had we not been Dragons, and so this
fund was created to make sure that
opportunity continues”

- Bill Zobrist, Ill - Class of 1971

IRA Rollover - You can give any gift up
to an amount of $105,000 per year from your
IRA (Individual Retirement Account) directly
to a qualified charity such as Saint George’s
School without having to pay income taxes
from the distribution. This popular gift op-
tion is commonly called an IRA charitable
rollover, but you may also see it referred to as
a qualified charitable distribution, or QCD
for short.

Donor-Advised Fund - A donor-advised
fund, often abbreviated as DAF, is a chari-
table giving vehicle that empowers you to
grow your philanthropy tax-free with ease and
receive an immediate tax deduction. You can
use a DAF to distribute gifts to numerous
charities annually by making an initial, irre-
vocable gift of cash or stock to fund a DAF at
a sponsoring organization such as Vanguard

Charitable, Fidelity Charitable, etc.

ORAGONS

For further information on creating a legacy at Saint George’s School please contact Nancy
Fike by email at nancy.fike@sgs.org or phone at 509-710-8910.

GIVE ONLINE

To donate to the Saint
George’s Fund, scan
the QR code or visit

sgs.org/give

2024 IMPACT

View last year’s
impact report by
scanning the QR
code or visiting

sgs.org/impact
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“Lauren’s research Saint George’s School alum, Dr.

on white sharks and Lauren Meyer (class .of“OS)., is an ocean

i harks h researcher who specializes in white and
|ger_s s TS i tiger sharks. Lauren lives and works in
continued to unveil South Australia, and investigated the im-
surprising insights pacts of wildlife tourism for her PhD in
about their diet and b.iochem.ical ecology at Flinders Uniyer—
— ith sity, particularly the effects of cage diving
ICr |on_s WI on white sharks. Her work contributed to
human activities.” the implementation of new regulations

and new tourism assessment frameworks
used by the Department of Environment
and Water. She is also the co-founder of
Otlet Research, a tissue sharing
platform for researchers around
the world. Her dad, David, has
stated in the past, “Thank you to
SGS and its wonderful staff and

teachers who inspired her.”

“Beyond Jaws” Podcast

Lauren’s research on white sharks
and tiger sharks has continued to unveil
surprising insights about their diet and
interactions with human activities. In a
podcast episode from Beyond Jaws, Lau-
ren delves into her work on these apex
predators, focusing on their feeding
ecology and the impact of human
activities on their diet and nutrition.
We wanted to highlight her recent
achievements and findings. The follow-
ing section was written by the Beyond
Jaws staff, and the full podcast episode
“From Mountains to Oceans: Dr. Lauren
Meyer’s Adventure in Shark Science” can
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Shark researcher Dr
1 tLouren Meyer. Photo credit:
Screentime Australia
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be found online at https://www.speakup-

forblue.com/show/beyond-jaws

White Sharks

Lauren’s study on white sharks
involved examining the effects of white
shark cage diving on their diet. Despite
the use of southern bluefin tuna as
bait during cage diving operations, the
research found that white sharks still
primarily feed naturally, with incidental
baits having minimal impact on their diet
and nutrition.

The study also highlighted that non-
target species like yellowtail kingfish and
silver trevally were consuming leftover
baits and burley particles, shedding light
on the unintended consequences of
shark tourism on other marine species.

Tiger Sharks

Lauren’s postdoctoral research
focused on understanding the global diet
of tiger sharks, known for preying on
turtles and seabirds. The study aimed to
explore the potential impact of plastic
ingestion by tiger sharks due to their
dietary habits.

An unexpected discovery during the
research in Norfolk Island revealed that
tiger sharks were predominantly feeding
on seabirds rather than cow offal, which
was initially believed to be a significant
part of their diet. Tracking tiger sharks
with satellite tags unveiled their consis-
tent migrations from Norfolk Island to




4

ALUMNI PROFILES

New Caledonia, showcasing the extensive
movements of these top predators.

Insights and Implications:

Lauren’s research challenges com-
mon perceptions about the diet and

feeding behaviors of white sharks and Awurds & ACCOIUdes

tiger sharks, emphasizing the intricate * Won the South Australia Young
interactions between these predators, Achiever Award In STEM sciences

their prey, and human activities such as e Won the Higher Degree by Research
shark tourism and waste management. Student Research Impact Prize from
Understanding the dietary preferences ) -
: y ) Flinders University

and migration patterns of white sharks ,

. 20 ) *  Co-Founded Outlet.io
and tiger sharks is vital for conservation
efforts and ecosystem management. By ¢ CoFounded Shark Share Global
uncovering these insights, researchers *  CoOrganizer of the The Global
like Lauren Meyer contribute valuable White Shark Conference
knowledge to the field of shark science e Published over 30 scientific papers

and marine conservation.

2 Hear from Lauren directly as she gives an amazing interview

k- on the “Beyond Jaws” podcast. Listen to the full episode

7~ “From Mountains to Oceans: Dr. Lauren Meyer’s Adventure in
- Shark Science” at

Photo credit: FI?&M
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EXPLORING IN RETIREMEN

For the past 20 years, it has been my
responsibility and pleasure to share what’s
happening at Saint George’s School. In
42 magazines, hundreds of weekly news
posts, and thousands of photo galleries,
I've had the privilege of reporting on the
accomplished alumni, amazing students,
and outstanding teachers and staff of this
school. When Saint George’s hired me in
July 2004, a key part of my job was to cre-
ate and produce a regular magazine about
the school. Over the years, I've added other
responsibilities — webmaster, year- book
editor, intern supervisor, social media con-
tent creator, and as various Lower School
students have called me, “The Camera
Guy.”

Through it all, the Saint George’s
Magazine continues to be a twice-yearly
labor of love. I hope it has provided a
window on what makes the Saint George’s
community so special — passionate
teachers, innovative programs, confident
students, accomplished alumni, involved
parents, stunning settings and enduring
traditions.

So thank you to each of you for help-

ing to make this place a great place to learn

A MESSAGE FROM
JOHN CARTER

and to work, and thank you for all of the
help you’ve provided to me over the years.
This is a special place! I expect I will be back
on campus in the future to visit friends and
enjoy some of the musical productions and
athletic competitions featuring students that
I've watched grow up over the years.

But first, my wife and I will be doing
some travelling and camping this fall, includ-
ing visits to the national parks in Utah and
Arizona. Since photography is not only my
job but also my passion, I will be posting
images from our travels that you can view at
www.wordsareinadequate.blog.

—John Carter, Former Communications Director

John Carter’s first magazine issue (Fall 2004) and
his last magazine issue (Spring-Summer, 2024).

Photos from John Carter’s blog “Words Are Inadequate”

ABOUT IOH N CARTER’S BI_OG Scan the QR Code to be taken to John Carter’s photo blog! 1

“The irony of being a writer is that | often struggle finding the words to describe what I see or experience. Hence the E ey
name of the blog — Words Are Inadequate. Hopefully these images will tell their own story and offer an insight into
the beauty of God’s creation, if only we have eyes to see.

While many of my shots are of nature, I’'m also interested in the intersection of human creations with their
environment. Thank you for following along as my wife and I explore the world around us”
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http://www.wordsareinadequate.blog

David Demand leading a
group of students in an
SGS Winter Concert.

ALUMNI WEEKEND - MAY 3

Dear Fellow Alumni,

On behalf of Saint George’s School
Alumni, I hope this message finds you well in
the new year!

As we reflect on our “scorecard” for
2024, we are grateful for our alumni commu-
nity and for those who were able to par-
ticipate in one of our many events last year,
including our Alumni Night at the Spring
Musical, the 2024 Dragon Athletic Hall of
Fame, and the Dragon Drives the Green
Golf Classic at the Golf Course at the Coeur
d’Alene Resort!

In 2025, Saint George’s School Alumni
is excited to “walk down the red carpet” on
Saturday, May 3rd at the Dragon Walks the

¥ DRAGON lUAI KS W'F

Red Carpet Alumni Concert & Art Exhibit.

This event is honoring David Demand and
his 30+ year tenure as a leader in the per-
forming arts at Saint George’s School. Tickets
can be purchased online for $25 and include

pre-concert hors d’oeuvres, concert admis-

sion, and post-concert desserts. We hope you “This event is

are able to join us! honoring David
Again, thank you for being part of our Demand and his

vibrant alumni community. We look forward 30+ year tenure

to seeing you at an upcoming alumni event as o leader in the

soon! Go Dragons! performing arts

at Saint George’s
Tyson Bostrom '11, MHA, MPH School”

President, Saint George’s School Alumni

{ Alumni Weekend
May 3rd, 2025

Learn more and get your tickets by
scanning the QR code below or visit

ED CAR PET

SAINT GEORGE’S MAGAZINE FALL-WINTER 2024-25 21




- IN MEMORIAM -

Sandra J Lee Davis passed away
on August 13th, 2024, surrounded by
her loving family. Sandra was |
born in Anaconda, Montana,
on November 2nd, 1946, as
the oldest child. She and her
husband, Scott, sent their
children to Saint George’s
School in North Spokane, i
and she was among the loud-
est and longest-tenured Dragon—all sev-
en of her children and one grandson
who graduated from Saint George’s.

Her pride and joy were her chil-
dren and grandchildren. Her kitchen
and backyard with the swimming pool
were the atrium of family life and the
site of countless hours of joy, cook-
ing, swimming, games, laughter, love,
worship, and family. Sandra would
take her grandchildren with her every-
where, from shopping trips to Costco
to errands for business, family, and
church and to the property where she
kept a flock of chickens. She was truly
the matriarch of the large Davis family.

Sue Kerschen passed
away peacefully due to cancer
on September 27, 2024, in
her home in Colbert, Wash-
ington at the age of 66. She
leaves behind a multitude of
family and friends to grieve
her loss. Sue is survived
by her husband of 42 years, Mike
Kerschen, two sons, one daughter, and
two granddaughters, all of whom were
the loves of her life.

Sue was always an active partici-
pant in her children’s education, from
the Big Bend Cooperative Preschool in
Moses Lake to Saint George’s School
in Spokane. She was a dedicated volun-

teer and leader of too many activities

to recount, always centered around her

Catholic faith, and support of women

and families. In recent years, she

individual ministry to people
dealing with illness and other
hardships, providing a listening
ear and gentle companionship.
Her lively disposition, kind
heart, and generous counsel will
be missed by family, friends, and
neighbors from the East Coast to the
Gulf Coast to the West Coast. A life
well lived, sadly cut way too short.

Greta Marlene Rizzuti, a devoted
music lover and teacher all of her life,
died of causes related to
aging on Tuesday, August
6th in Spokane at the age
of 88. Her family moved to
Spokane when she was 6,
and she attended Willard,
Madison Elementary, and
North Central High School,
and earned her degrees at
Whitworth College.

Music was a large part of
| Greta’s life from a young age. A
talented musician, she played
the piano, organ, recorder, and

accordion. Known as “Miz Rizz”

at several elementary schools
in Spokane’s District 8, and was a
pioneer in the use of the Orff Schul-
werk method of teaching music in the
Inland Northwest. She also taught at

Saint George’s School in Spokane and

gave private piano lessons at home.
It was while giving accordion lessons

in downtown Spokane that she met

Bruce Nissen, the son of the owners of

a nearby floral shop. Greta and Bruce
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spent a great deal of time offering

by her students, she taught music

married in 1956 and had two sons,
Mark and John. The couple later
divorced. Those who knew “Miz
Rizz” will never forget the love and
care she put into every class, and
the way she would celebrate when
students succeeded. She will be
deeply missed.

1969
Mary Phillips spent the last
few days of her life at Hospice of
Spokane, where she died at the age
of 72, peacefully after a seven-year,
heroic battle with meta-
static breast cancer. With
a pot of glue, a shard of
mirror and some wire
mesh, Spokane artist
Molly Phillips teased

your eye, enchanted [

your mind, and gave
you a chance to see
the world in a different way.
Her reflective installations
graced forests, fields, and
urban landscapes from the Pacific
Northwest to St. Louis, Missouri.

Between those milestones, her
career spanned five decades of art,
architecture, and engineering from
Spokane to Seattle to St. Louis, and
back to Spokane with stops at many
points between and beyond.

Molly grew up in the Indian
Canyon neighborhood in southwest
Spokane. She attended Whittier
Grade School, Sacajawea Junior
High School, and Saint George’s
School. She attributed her inter-
est in the arts to her time at Saint
George’s, and to the art classes she
took at Fort Wright College while
she was still in high school. This




allowed her to bypass a host of the
University of Washington’s required
courses and plunge straight into the
arts program and then into architec-
ture when she enrolled at the U in
1970.

She participated in the urban re-
vival of Seattle, living at various times
in both the Pike Place Market and
Pioneer Square neighborhoods. In
1991, Molly and a partner founded,
designed, and operated Second Story
Studios & Gallery in Pioneer Square.
It was a 6,000-square-foot facility for
artists, consisting of multiple artists’
studios, a gallery, a darkroom, and
living areas. Sadly, the life of Molly’s
young partner was cut short by an
aggressive cancer in just the second
year of Second Story’s operation.
The strain of caring for her partner
in addition to operating the gallery
and taking on parttime architectural
work to keep the lights on left Molly
exhausted. In 1994, following the
death of her partner, Molly sold the
gallery and closed the Seattle chapter
of her life.

Her mirrored creations, like life
itself, were transitory. They enjoyed a
brief existence during the run of the
event for which they were created.
Then they disappeared. Except for
photographs, perhaps only two exist
today. But they left a lasting impres-
sion on those who viewed them as
though things might not be entirely
as they seemed; that there might be a
tear in time and space; that some-
thing from the background could
leap into the foreground. While they
distorted reality, they also, in a way,

completed it.

REMEMBERING
DOUGLAS

Gertrude “Gert” Douglas passed away
peacefully at Rockwood Retirement Com-
munity at age 97 on January 12th. She has
left a remarkable legacy after a long and
varied life. Growing up on a farm in north-
ern Illinois, Gert attended a one-room
school, later earning degrees at Grinnell
College and the University of Washington.

She settled in rural Cheney, and
taught Biology at Saint George’s School
for 30 years, and made a lasting impact
on every student that had the pleasure of
learning from her.

She was a Peace Corps volunteer in
Grenada, traveled to all corners of the
earth, and was an avid gardener and potter.

Gert’s impact as a teacher continues to
be one of the most talked about memories
of the alumni that return to visit. They
walk past her classroom and quickly
reminisce and share stories about Gert.
The AP Biology trip she took each year to
the Washington Coast, later became the
8th Grade Coast Trip, remains a lasting
legacy that Gert created and students today
get the benefit of researching on the tide
pools. She will be missed, but never forgot-

ten at SGS!

Photo of Gert with a student on her
Biology trip to the coast in 1968.
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GEORGE’S

SCHOOL

2929 W Waikiki Rd
Spokane, WA 99208

Return Service Requested

2025 GALA & AUCTION

THE SAINT GEORGE'S SCHOOL 2025 GALA & AUCTION

» NIGHT AT THE <
MUSEUM

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF GAMES, SILENT
AND LIVE AUCTIONS, DRINKS, AND DINNER

SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 2025 // 6:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.

falls penthouse
RIVERSIDE PLACE

1110 w riverside ave.

! TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
VISIT SGS.ORG/GALA
< OR SCAN THE QR CODE

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025




