Alumni Profiles

Active and Caring—two words that de-
scribe Janet Mann’s life from her time as
a student at SGS until the day she died.
In her 70’s, she rode her bicycle 20 miles
a day, joined a meditation group, and
walked all around Spokane. In fact, she
did all of those things on June 11, 2024,
the day she was struck by a hit-and-run
driver in a downtown crosswalk, dying
later that day from her injuries.

Janet’s untimely passing brought
forward testimonials to her legacy of
service and compassion, both at Saint
George’s and in the wider Spokane
community. A front-page article in
the Spokesman-Review highlighted her
advocacy for families in crisis.

She and husband of 55 years, Paul
Mann, created the nonprofit Children’s
Ark in 1995 as a center for evaluation
and intervention services for at-risk
parents and children. “In a 2021 TEDx
Spokane Talk about their foster care
experiences and lessons, Janet said she
and her husband bought, renovated and
moved into a historic Browne’s Addition
home, where they ran the Ark,” accord-
ing to the SR article.

“If we wanted to help the children,
we needed to help the parents,” she said
during the talk. “And the way to help
the parents was to enter into genuine
relationship with them. As it turns out,
the relationships themselves became the
catalyst for change.”

The couple cared for over 120 foster
children during their time as foster par-
ents, Janet said in the TEDx Talk. She
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also co-authored a book, “Creating
Compassionate Foster Care: Lessons
of Hope for Children and Families
in Crisis,” in 2017 based on her
experiences as a guide for other foster
caregivers.

“She just was someone who cared
deeply about children in this commu-
nity,” her daughter Genevieve Mann
Morris said in the S-R article.

Paul and Janet Mann also helped
revitalize the Ridpath Club Apart-
ments in downtown Spokane, living
on the top floor of the former hotel.
“That’s their home,” said Genevieve.
“They know the tenants by name.
They talk to each other. They do a
Thanksgiving dinner in the building.”

Janet’s connections at Saint
George’s School were equally active,
going back to her time as a student
from seventh through 12th grades.
“She was very involved in the drama
department and enjoyed participat-
ing in plays,” said Genevieve. “She
also loved the ski bus and enjoyed the
school ski trip to Whitefish, MT.”

Her mother formed close connec-
tions to her 1964 classmates, Gen-
evieve remembers, some lasting all her
life, including Joe Aspray, Bob Stier,
and Stan Rutherford. “The majority
of her close-knit class returned for
their 50th class reunion.” Bob Stier
also introduced her to her future
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husband, Paul Mann, while Janet was

studying at Scripps College in Southern
California. “Janet graduated in 1968
and they married two weeks later.”

The Manns eventually returned
to Spokane, where their three children
all attended and graduated from Saint
George’s - John '88, Genevieve '90, and
Elizabeth ’95. “Janet was active in the
SGS community, attending auctions and
sporting events,” said Genevieve. “She
was a close friend to many teachers and
was on the Board of Trustees.” Paul also
was President of the Board from 1986-89.

Janet’s grandson, Jack Morris, was
the first 3rd generation student at SGS,
graduating in 2022. Janet and Paul cel-
ebrated their second grandson Sam Mor-
ris’ graduation on May 19th this spring,
and granddaughter Maggie Morris is a
member of the Class of 2026.

“It was wonderful to have them at-
tend an alumni brunch with other SGS
alumni to commemorate 50th and 60th
year reunions,” said Jamie Tender, SGS
Head of School.

“She was all about relationships,”
Genevieve said in the S-R article.
“There are so many people that she
touched in Spokane and all over.”

The Saint George’s community will
deeply miss the presence of Janet Mann,
an exemplary Dragon.

— John Carter,

Communications Director




