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IAn artistic  
alumna may 
draw you 
into her 
work

I do a lot of ink and watercolor drawings.  I en-
joy the physical aspect of illustration, but I also 
do digital designs.  My art style is very cartoony 
with a focus on humor and whimsy. 

I’m attending the Milwaukee Institute 
of Art & Design, a 4-year school with about 
1,000 students.  Illustration is the most popu-
lar major there.  A lot of my friends there are 
from Midwest public high schools, although 
some are from art-focused schools.

In my junior year Illustration 3 class last 
fall, we brought in a sketchbook that we had 
to fill up by the end of the semester.  I picked 
one with fewer pages and watercolor paper, 
since I do more finished sketches.  We would 
share our sketches during class; some people 
put in more process drawings, some were all 
in pencil, and some had a mix of process and 
finished sketches.  Our teacher did a sketch-
book too. 

After graduation, I plan to return to 
Washington to work for a graphic design firm 
or do online freelance work.  I also plan to 
sell artwork on the side, like my digital design 
of an Illustrated Map of Washington.

I hope you enjoy these examples from my 
sketchbook!  You can find more of my work 
on my website, www.sydneydawned.com.

— Sydney Dawn Bledsoe ‘21

First Page:  I always draw a fish on  
the first page of my sketchbooks.

Lakefront:  This painting was 
partly observational.  It’s of 
Lake Michigan, which is only 
a 10-minute walk from my 
school.  I sketched it there 
and colored it later.

Below:   Sydney hold-
ing sketchbook with 
“blobs.”  “When I’m 
struggling to think 
of ideas, I’ll make wa-
tercolor blobs.  Then 
when they dry, I ink 
in what I see.  It’s an 
exercise that’s out of 
my comfort zone.”

Angel/Devil (below):  
These are D&D 
characters, part of 
collaborative story-
telling I do with 
friends.  Angel Zach 
(my character) is 
a divine mailman.  
Mabel is a haunted 
doll that lives in 
Zach’s bag.

Play Drums:  This is from the They 
Might Be Giants song “Dr. Worm.”  
I illustrated the lyrics and vibes 
from the song, and it was a chance 
to play with pens.  (The ink leaked 
and bled a bit.)

Six Characters:  This is a spread with rainbow colors, one for each character.  
I was playing with the ways we associate color, shape, and emotions. 

Ace Attorney:  This is fan art of a visual novel I 
like.  The fashion and weird outfits for the legal 
profession make it fun to paint.  It’s a silly game.

Faces:  This 
was a class 
exercise on 
famous faces 
with one min-
ute to do each 
sketch.  The 
pen on paper 
faces I spent a 
bit more time 
on, since they 
were interest-
ing faces from 
the internet.

Happy Paw-lidays!  
This was for a schol-
arship holiday card 
design contest.  I used 
it for my holiday card 
this year.  My dog has a 
sweater like the one on 
the dachsund in front.

Fin!  Another fish, 
like on the first 

page, to close out 
the sketchbook.  I 
actually sketched 

this page half-way 
through the semes-
ter in anticipation!

Puffins:  My favorite bird, these drawings are 
referenced from photos.  It’s a different style, 

with watercolor over  
pencil instead of  

lining things.  


