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Dragon Athletics

WSGS wins 
WIAA  
Scholastic 
Cup for four 
straight 
years as top 
2B school  
in State

For the fourth year in a row, the Washing-
ton Interscholastic Activities Association 
(WIAA) has awarded Saint George’s School 
the Scholastic Cup as the top 2B sized high 
school in the state for academics, athletics 
and activities.  

This marks the fifth time SGS has won 
the Cup in the past six years it has been 
awarded.  (The WIAA did not give out the 
Cup for the 2020-21 school year due to 
pandemic-related limitations.)

The Scholastic 
Cup recognizes per-
formance in the class-
room as well as on 
the playing surface.  
Schools that finish 
at the top of their 
respective classifica-
tions in state athletic 
competition receive 
points, as do schools 
that finish at the top 
in team academic 
performance (high-
est average GPA).  
Sportsmanship is also 
a factor, as schools 

can lose points for ejections from contests.
“Our success begins in the classroom 

and carries over into our athletics and 
activities,” says SGS Athletic Director Ryan 
Peplinski.  

“Our participation numbers in arts and 
athletics are over 95% of the student body.  
When a school has participation numbers 
and involvement of that magnitude, com-
bined with great teachers, coaches, and staff, 
anything is possible.” 

Saint George’s finished with 935 points, 
more than 150 points ahead of second-place 
Asotin.  See the chart below for the teams 
that contributed points toward winning the 
Cup.

Since the inception of the WIAA 
Scholastic Cup in 2012-13, Saint George’s 
has finished in the top three schools for our 
classification all 12 years.  SGS has won the 
Cup five times, been the runner up six times, 
and finished third once.  

“We have so many students who follow 
and develop their passions at SGS,” says 
Peplinski.  “The Scholastic Cup is a total 
school award that we are excited and proud 
to receive!” 

Activities

Team		                Place  Points

Basketball - Boys	 QRE*	 30
Tennis - Boys		  3rd	 60
Tennis - Girls		  5th	 40
Track & Field - Boys	 1st        100
Track & Field - Girls	 1st        100

Sportsmanship			  25

*Quarter-Final Round at State	

SGS Team Points for  

Scholastic Cup
Academics
		
Team		                Place  Points

Band			   1st        100
Basketball - Boys	 5th	 40
Choir			   1st        100
Cross Country - Boys	 4th	 40
Cross Country - Girls	 3rd         60
Drama			   1st        100
Soccer - Boys		  1st        100
Soccer - Girls		  6th	 40

		             Total:   935

Boys Basketball
The Boys Basketball team returned to the 

State Tournament at the Spokane Arena for the 
first time since the 2019-2020 season. A defining 
aspect of the season was the team’s ability to 
persevere despite adversity. Two of their senior 
players, Robby Witmer and Kayden Gu, faced 
injuries early in the season. Overcoming these 
setbacks, the team rallied together and had some 
great performances to keep winning games. 

The team’s rebounding and defense kept 
them in games, and their ability to execute of-
fensively was a catalyst in winning the Northeast 
2B North League Championship and taking 2nd 
place in the District 7 Tournament.  The Drag-
ons were tied at halftime with the Adna Pirates 
in their first-round match up at State, but Adna 
took over the offensive boards in the second half 
to end our run.  The team finished the regular 
season with a 16-5 record and were 19-8 overall.

Seniors – Robby finished the year playing 
big minutes in the playoffs, and Kayden was able 
to provide spot minutes late in the season. 

Juniors – Shawn Jones was the league MVP, 
while Elden Pierce and Mason Zarlingo also 
earned all-league honors.  

Sophomores – Braeden Parker was a regular 
starter and Zach You played big minutes off the 
bench.  Jake Werner and Colin Brennan were 
swing players who saw varsity time.  

Freshman – Luke Wirthlin was in the 
varsity rotation most of the year.  Liam Darcy 
and Adrian Rooney were swing players who also 
saw varsity action.  Joe Jackson and Everett Julsen 
showed great promise in our playoff run.

We say goodbye to our two seniors and 
appreciate their hard work and dedication.  We 
are excited about the future with so many players 
returning with playoff and state experience.

— Ryan Peplinski, Head Boys  
	 Basketball Coach

Girls Basketball
The term “proud” really doesn’t encap-

sulate how I feel about this group of girls this 
season.  It is so much more than that!  Most 
outsiders would look at our season and think 
it was a disappointment, but nothing could 
be further from the truth. Even when things 
seemed pretty grim, we came out of the season 
better for it and established new expectations of 
what we can accomplish moving forward.  I am 
unbelievably PROUD of this group!

We initially played one of the most dif-
ficult non-league schedules in the state.  At one 
point, our opponents’ winning percentage was 
over 85%.  Lakeside finished 4th in the state at 
the 1A level.  Brewster girls finished 4th in the 
2Bs.  It was a gauntlet, and with such a young 
team, it was a test of our will to keep moving 
forward, keep learning, and keep fighting.

It was the January 24th game at Lind-Ritz-
ville where you could see it all starting to come 
together.  We didn’t win that night, but we put 
quite a scare into them.  We played at Daven-
port two nights later, the same Davenport who 
beat us by 30 earlier in the season.  We went 
into their house and beat them by 10, getting 
contributions from everyone!  

The next night, Kettle Falls came into 
our gym for Senior Night.  They had beaten 
us by 30 earlier in the year and were up 32 at 
halftime.  But we just wouldn’t give in and 
made the plays down the stretch to give Henri 
Osborne (Mama Bear) her senior night victory.  

After a 30-point win at Chewelah, we got 
another win in the District tournament, beating 
Asotin for a second time, before seeing our 
season end against Reardan and Liberty.

Coming off the success of our previous 
teams, it would have been easy to lose sight of 
the goals for this group, but Henri stayed the 
course leading this group of girls.  We will see 
the fruits of her labor in the years to come.

— Brad Kirsch, Head Girls  
	         Basketball Coach

“Our success 
begins in the 
classroom 
and carries 
over into our 
athletics and 
activities.”

The girls’ swarming defense in ESAC

Cheering on the Dragons at State

Keeping their eyes on the ball

“Overcoming 
these setbacks, 
the team  
rallied  
together and 
had some great 
performances 
to keep  
winning 
games.”
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Boys & Girls Tennis
The Saint George’s tennis program saw 32 

students participate in the spring season. The 
Dragons braved February’s early mornings and 
unpleasant weather at Whitworth to prepare for 
the regular season. The boys’ team continued 
their dominance in the Inland Northwest, go-
ing undefeated. The girls’ team also performed 
well, with only a few losses to Coeur d’Alene 
Academy, Newport, and Chewelah.

In the postseason, the boys emerged as 
District and Regional Champions, led by the 
superb play of top singles players Robert DeFor-
est and Isaac Kos. Several boys’ doubles teams 
competed at Districts, including Michael Lynch 
and Max Wheeler, along with Matthew Schul-
theis and Michael Zhou. Gannon Sanborn and 
Brady Nosbaum fought their way to Regionals, 
defeating a team from Lind-Ritzville-Sprague in 
a dramatic three-set match.

Boys Golf
Although the Saint George’s golf team 

was small this year, the future looks bright!  
Sophomore Matt Longstreth finished the 
season with a 2nd place in the State 2B Golf 
Tournament at Tumwater Valley Golf Club, 
missing the win by only 3 strokes.  Nolan Rich, 
also a 10th grader, improved his scores by 
about 30 strokes from last year, and 8th grade 
newcomer Keagan Willson was consistently in 
the top 15 throughout the season. If everyone 
continues improving at this rate, look for the 
Dragons’ golf team to be major contenders for 
the next several years for the State Title!

— Jason Reeder, SGS Golf Coach

Coming off the most successful season in school 
history, Saint George’s Track and Field had the 
same lofty goals heading into the 2024 season 
— repeat as State Champions with both boy and 
girl’s teams. While this was always the hope, 
it remained more of an unspoken goal for the 
majority of the season. Rather than the added 
pressures of looking into the past, a one day, one 
meet at a time approach was taken. 

While everyone knew the end goal was 
coming at the end of May, there were plenty 
of moments to be celebrated throughout the 
season. The first big test came at the Pasco Invi-
tational – one of the largest one-day High School 
meets in the country. Highlights from this meet 
included Josie McLaughlin winning the 800 for 
the second straight year, Braydon Bayless leaping 
to the second furthest Long Jump in SGS history 
en route to his 2nd place finish, and a 6th place 
finish from Shawn Jones in the 800. 

The next week, three Dragons qualified and 
got to compete at the Oregon Relays at ‘Historic 
Hayward Field,’ something never done in the 
history of the school. There is a phrase thrown 
around in the Track and Field community when 
it comes to meets at Hayward Field – Ben Mo-
rales, Shawn Jones and Braydon Bayless got to 
experience a little bit of the ‘Hayward Magic’ for 
themselves. Ben, Shawn and Braydon came away 
with two PRs, one school record and a 7th place 
finish. The experience they gained from a meet 
of this caliber, which mixes in pro races along 
with many of the top High School athletes along 
the West Coast, was invaluable as we started to 
set our sights towards the post season.

With the big regular season meets behind 
us, we allowed ourselves to start looking at what 
we could accomplish at the State Meet. We knew 
we were in a good spot, but so many little vari-
ables can make so many big changes. The motto 
for State was simple – we felt like the only team 
that could beat us was ourselves. Run, jump, 
throw and hurdle with the confidence that you 
are the best team here and the rest will take care 
of itself. With every reason to feel the pressure 
of defending two State Titles, both boy and girl’s 
teams took this messaging to heart with domi-
nant victories on both sides – the boys winning 
by 29 points and the girls by 27.5 points. 

In total, our two teams left the State Meet 
with a combined 38 athletes on the podium.  
They included seven individual State Champions 

– Shawn Jones (400, 800), Braydon Bayless (200), 
Josie Mclaughlin (1600, 800), Regan Thomas 
(3200), Kaylee Clark (Triple Jump); three State 
Championship relay teams – Boys 4x100 (Elliot 
Hill, Braydon Bayless, Robby Witmer, Shawn 
Jones), Boys 4x400 (Elliot Hill, Per Sande, Ben 
Morales, Shawn Jones), Girls 4x400 (Savvy 
Briceno, Sarah Harbaugh, Regan Thomas, Josie 
McLaughlin);  eight school records – Ben Mo-
rales (1600), Shawn Jones (400, 800), Braydon 
Bayless (200), Kaylee Clark (Triple Jump), Boys 
4x100; and one new State Meet record – Shawn 
Jones (800). 

The 2024 State Championships make it 
a ‘3-peat’ for the girls and back to back for the 
boys.  SGS becomes the first Track and Field 
Program in Washington State history to win five 
team titles in a three-year stretch. I would like 
to thank all the seniors, whose contributions 
through their four years have helped set the 
culture for this incredible run!

— TJ Moulton, Head Track & Field Coach
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The girls also showed strong performances 
at Districts and Regionals. Competing players 
included Evie Thorp, Hadley Henrickson, Nata-
lie Sorenson, Audra Gliniak, Sophia Tehrani, 
Elsa Goeke, and Sasha Kos. The doubles team 
of Kalea Schlenker and Reagan Heller became 
District Champions, defeating heavily favored 
Chewelah in another exciting three-set match to 
earn a spot at State.

At State, all the athletes gave their best. 
Isaac Kos finished 2-2 for the weekend, earning 
8th place after a grueling three-hour match 
on Friday evening. Robert DeForest had his 
best State performance, going 3-1 and securing 
4th place, earning respect from prominent 1A 
schools on the west side of the state. The boys’ 
team combined to earn 3rd place overall.

For the girls’ doubles team of Schlenker 
and Heller, State began with an easy first-match 
win on Friday, followed by a narrow three-set 
loss to the eventual State Champions from 
Goldendale. On Saturday, the girls won their 
morning match with stellar serves and net play 
but fell short in the afternoon against Manson. 
They finished 4th in Girls Doubles and tied for 
4th place as a team.

Our athletes grew as tennis players and 
individuals, many with aspirations to achieve 
even better results next season!

— Matt Melka, Head Tennis Coach

State trophy winners

Intensity pays off

Robert takes 
a slice

Matt, Jason & Nolan 
at Districts

Lining up a putt

Shawn runs for 
800 gold

Repeat Champions!

“Three-peat” 
Champions!!

Josie & Regan 
lead the way


