Stuart Mermel

Chief Financial Officer

After an illustrious career spanning
three decades, Stuart Mermel retired as Chief
Financial Officer at Saint George’s School.
Since starting his SGS career in 1994, Stuart
has been a steward of the financial health of
the school and a force behind key campus
improvements, including the construction
of the McCutcheon Upper School, the Errol
Schmidt Athletic Center, and the Lower
School Arts Building. His financial acumen
and strategic vision were instrumental in
growing the school’s endowment to over $12
million, ensuring the long-term sustainabil-
ity of Saint George’s educational mission.
Beyond his professional achievements, Stuart
has a personal connection to the school,
with his three children, Spencer ‘09, Henry,
and Ethan ‘16, all benefiting from a Saint
George’s education. As he embarks on this
new chapter, the SGS community extends its
deepest gratitude and best wishes to Stuart
for his unwavering dedication and invaluable
contributions over 30 years of service.

— Jamie Tender, Head of School

Walter Keith
Stecher

Custodian

Walter Keith Stecher retired as a Saint
George’s School employee last spring after
31+ years of work. Keith graduated from
SGS in 1977 and became a full-time SGS
employee in 1991. Over the years, Keith was
well-known to kids throughout the build-
ings. He has the uncanny ability to memorize
birthdays and would say “Happy Birthday” to
kids and hand them a stick of gum. This act
of kindness was both surprising and appreci-
ated by all that received this gesture, both at
the time and later on social media. But that’s
just who Keith is, always making kids feel
special. Keith would make it a point to go
watch State B basketball. I personally want to
thank Keith for everything he has done for
SGS over his tenure here at Saint George’s.
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Saying Farewell

We wish him well in retirement and hope he
is out making many new memories with his
lovely wife, Lisa and adoring grandkids!

— George Bell, Facilities Director

John Carter

Communications Director

After serving the school for two decades,
John Carter, the Director of Communica-
tions at Saint George’s School, is embarking
on a well-deserved retirement. Since joining
us in 2004, John has been the driving force
behind capturing and sharing the daily hap-
penings of the SGS community. His excep-
tional storytelling skills have been showcased
through the award-winning bi-annual SGS
Magazine, the weekly newsletters, engaging
social media posts, and the meticulously
crafted SGS yearbook. Millions of cherished
photographs have immortalized the school’s
vibrant spirit under John’s skilled lens. As he
closes this chapter, the Saint George’s com-
munity extends its heartfelt gratitude to John
for his invaluable contributions and wishes
him and his wife, Elaine, the very best as they
embark on exciting domestic and interna-
tional travels during their retirement.

— Jamie Tender, Head of School

Jim Tuck
Middle School Health &

Physical Educ. Instructor
Jim joined SGS in 2004, making his
mark in his two decades as a Dragon. In ad-
dition to his role of MS/US PE and Health

teacher, he has also served as department
chair, climbed, camped, and skied with the
Outdoor Club, and coached cross country.
Throughout his tenure, Jim has shared his
passion for riparian restoration and ecology
by building the 7th-grade theme of Water
Warriors. Jim is now ready to graduate and
is going to work with Trout Unlimited as a
project manager for restoration work on the
Spokane River watershed. We just hope he
has time to relax by the river!

— Joelle Neiwert, Head of Middle School

Tony Shuler

Technology Specialist

Concluding a long and storied career,
Tony Shuler retired as Technology Special-
ist at Saint George’s after nearly 12 years of
dedicated service. Tony first found the school
as a parent, where his son Stephen graduated
in 2008. Tony brought a wealth of experience
to SGS, along with his renowned sense of hu-
mor and dry wit. When the school needed to
enhance campus safety, Tony built our public
announcement speaker system completely
in-house. Throughout the challenges of
Covid-19, Tony worked tirelessly to transition
the school to distance learning and, later, to
a hybrid model. During his tenure at SGS,
Tony personally worked on improving or
rebuilding nearly every network connection,
audio-visual setup, and computer on campus.
For me, Tony has been more than a colleague;
he has been a guiding force and mentor,
teaching me what it means to be a Dragon.
As we bid him farewell, we send Tony off with
our heartfelt wishes for a long retirement
filled with tranquility and happiness.

— Thomas Hurst, Director of Technology

Meghan Kilgore

School Counselor

Since arriving at SGS in 2018 with
boundless energy, Meghan Kilgore has made
an indelible mark on our school’s counseling
services. Starting most of her programming
and services from scratch, Meghan quickly
built relationships, trust, and competency
into a burgeoning counselot’s role. Meghan
accelerated her connections with students
by coaching US tennis and LS cross country,
among other leadership roles. Ever student-
focused, Meghan has mentored further
personnel on the counseling team, and leaves
behind an arc for continued strong success
for them and all SGS constituents. We send
cheers with Meghan as she turns the corner
to motherhood and other endeavors with her
husband, Klint.

— Rick Petrini, Head of Lower School

Bethany Baldwin
MS 6th Grade Teacher

Bethany’s journey at SGS, starting in
2022, was marked by her impressive perfor-

mance within the 6th-grade team. Beyond
excelling in the classroom, she seamlessly in-
tegrated into the Outdoor Club, showcasing
her versatility and adventurous spirit. As she
bids farewell and moves back to Maryland,
SGS wishes Bethany all the best in her future
endeavors, confident that she will continue
to shine brightly wherever her path leads.

— Joelle Neiwert, Head of Middle School

Samuel Palmer

MS Science Teacher

In 2022, Samuel joined SGS as the
7/8th-grade science teacher, bringing with
him a talent for fostering connections and
aiding struggling students. His dedication
extended beyond the classroom, evident in
his initiatives such as the Nerf Club and
coaching eSports, enriching students’ school
experiences. As Samuel embarks on a new
journey away from Saint George’s, the com-
munity bids him farewell, grateful for his
contributions and wishing him success in his
future endeavors.

— Joelle Neiwert, Head of Middle School

Michelle “Shel”
Shelton

US Mathematics Teacher
Michelle “Shel” Shelton joined our math
department this year as a Geometry and IB
Applications and Investigations teacher. Shel
jumped into the challenges of a new school
and new curriculum with both feet, dedicating
herself to the students and the Saint George’s
community. Throughout the year, she attend-
ed sporting events, dances, theatrical shows,
and Upper School theme nights, and never
missed a chance to support our kids and cheer
on their best efforts. She was a frequent vol-
unteer and supported activities at the school,
all while managing to coach Girls Soccer at
Mead and continue to complete work in her
Doctoral program. Her tireless efforts were
impressive and notable, and her commitment
to the school was honorable. We will miss
Shel but wish her well in her future endeavors
and look forward to being able to call her Dr.
Shelton in the near future. Thank you for all
that you have done for our school, Shel! Once

a Dragon, always a Dragon!

— Nathan Lill, Head of Upper School

Michelle Shelton
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