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The early Saint
George’s faculty and
administrators could
fit around one table.

Pirst Day of

The first day of classes for Saint George’s
School on Tuesday, September 20, 1955, was
nothing short of a miracle. In eight short
months a school had been created, incor-
porated, a Board of Trustees selected, funds
raised, a Headmaster selected, property and
buildings purchased, faculty and staff hired,
and students recruited. It was a breath-taking
achievement!

It was a memorable opening day. The
road leading to campus was graveled, long
and narrow, and students and parents had
to walk up the hill to Davenport House for
registration and class assignments. Students
carried their own lunches and brought few
schools supplies since most had not received
guidance on what supplies they would need
for the first day of school. Some of those
early students remember the excitement and
expectation; others remember the dread of a
new school and separation from their friends
in public school. It was unusually cold for
late September, and the seventh-grade class
had to be relocated on the first day from the
sunroom of Davenport House to the partially
converted cottage across the driveway due to
insufficient heat. The campus was still very
much an operating farm. In fact, there were
more barnyard animals than students with 15
horses, 11 cows, 3 pigs, 4 geese, 300 chickens,
4 cats and 2 dogs—Shep and Bonnie.
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School opened with 42 students, plus

two students still in the admission process.
There were ten students in grade 7, fourteen
in 8th grade and eighteen in 9th grade.
There were eight faculty and staff members
working at the school, most part time. Every
full-time faculty member wore several hats
and Canon Harvey Douglas Smith, the
school’s first Headmaster, and Ellen Bungay,
who purchased the Davenport Estate for the
school, were thrust into teaching several addi-
tional classes with the unexpected absence of
Mr. Fogg. E.G. Fogg, an Englishman on the
staff of Christ’s Hospital School in London,
had verbally committed in June to teach,

but in July wrote that he had to decline the
contract to come to Spokane due to pressing
family matters. It was the first of a series of
staff and faculty upheavals that would leave
the school “patching together” teaching as-
sighments and searching for staff throughout
its first year of operation.

There were part time teachers for art,
Bible instruction, modern languages and
science. Two clergymen who took turns
teaching Bible and conducting Chapel were
known as the “Heavenly Twins.” Part time
physical education was to be provided by
students from Whitworth College and a
family had announced plans to donate an
outdoor tennis court to the school for use as
an outdoor physical education site.

On “opening day” of school in 1955 the
campus consisted of offices and the “cultural
center of the campus” in Davenport House,
and partially completed classrooms in each
of the two “converted” cottages. The library,
located in the living room of Davenport
House contained 1,200 books, including a
new set of 1955 Encyclopedia Britannica.
There were just enough classrooms for each
grade, 7th, 8th and 9th, to have its own class-
rooms. Work was progressing on converting
another garage into a chapel. The Building
Committee of the Board had finally approved
the scaled back plans to convert the stables
into three classrooms and provide a heating

plant for the building along with restrooms
and showers. These classrooms and other
facilities which were on the “creek side of the
stables” were opened for use on November
7th. These improvements still left almost
half of the stables unaltered and with a dirt
(mud in the winter) floor which was to be
converted into a gym and theater as soon as
possible. In fact, for the first two years of the
school’s existence, the “stables” housed both
students and horses. Some of these conver-
sions were done by outside contractors,
but much of it was accomplished by parent
volunteers, faculty members and members of
the Building Committee.

The curriculum of the new school was
still evolving, but the emphasis, according
to Alexander H. (Sandy) Lehman, Assistant
Headmaster, was clearly on “teaching the
subject not the child.” Academic expecta-
tions were high, and the level of work was
designed to be “intensive, geared to prepare
each student to enter the college of his or
her choice.” The courses were rigorous and
there were high expectations of student
performance demanded. Across grade levels,
reading was stressed, with “special emphasis
on paragraph reading.” Seventh graders were
taught etymology (the derivation of words)
and Latin was taught in 8th and 9th grades.
Science was a particular challenge for the
students and faculty since, in the first year,
space was very limited and there were no
science labs and very little equipment. In
the first year much of the science equipment
for biology consisted of two aquaria, assorted
items brought in by the students for dissec-
tion, and two microscopes, one of which had
been scavenged from a child’s toy doctor’s
kit. Lehman reported that “morale was high,
and discipline was excellent” during the first

_'dents studying
the Davenport
House “library”

three weeks of school, with no “need for
demerits.” Lehman also reported that the
students were “overly mark conscious,”
even in the first few weeks at the new
school, and some better way of grading
their achievement needed to be found.

For students, the school day was busy
and long. Classes began at 8:30 and school
day lasted until 5:00 p.m. There were 8 pe-
riods in the day, with most of the academic
subjects being taught in 45 or 50-minute
blocks. All students attended a 20-min-
ute Chapel four days a week, and on the
fifth day there was a school-wide meeting
conducted by the Student Council. From
2:10 until 3:30 p.m. each day the entire
school had Physical Education. The school
owned horses, so riding was a regular feature
in the afternoon during the fall and spring.
Students also were coached in tennis, fly-cast-
ing, badminton, ping-pong and ice skating in
the winter. The parents organized several “all
school” dances and, on sunny days, “picnics”
were sometimes held on the expansive lawns
of Davenport House.

— George Edwards,

SGS Head of School, 1985-91

“The campus
was still very
much an
operating
farm. In fact,
there were
more barnyard
animals than
students.”

Three of the horse
stables were converted
to classrooms during
the first semester.

The commitment of Saint George’s generous community has allowed

the school to come a long way since 1955 - from students learning in

converted stables to today where students are producing social media

marketing for a multimillion-dollar company, Yoke’s Fresh Market.

As a non-profit school, donations help support

what keeps Saint George’s exceptional, so

students and teachers can explore new learning

opportunities. Please join us in expanding these

opportunities by scanning this QR code to

donate or by visiting sgs.org/give!
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