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 Head Lines

Jamie Tender,
Head of School

D
A Culture of Well-Being
Dear SGS Community,

As we usher in the new year and share 
the highlights from the fall, I find myself 
reflecting on the impact of our overarching 
theme this year – Well-being.  

At Saint George’s, we have always 
believed that a holistic education goes beyond 
the realms of academia, and this year we are 
committed to fostering a culture of well-being 
that permeates every aspect of our school 
community.  More than physical health, well-
being encompasses the mental, emotional, 
and social dimensions of our students’ lives.  

As the Head of School, it is heartening 
to see how our commitment to academic 
excellence is seamlessly woven into our focus 
on student well-being in each classroom.  Our 
faculty members, dedicated to nurturing the 
whole person, create environments that foster 
a love for learning and a sense of belonging.  
From engaging discussions to hands-on 
projects that ignite curiosity, the classroom 
experiences at Saint George’s are designed 
to contribute to the overall growth of our 
students.  Our commitment to individualized 
learning also ensures that research is not just 
a task, but a pathway for students to explore 
and express themselves.

The arts continue to play a crucial and 
invaluable role in our school’s culture, with 
music and drama performances showcasing 
the talents of our students.  The emotions 
expressed through the arts promote the 
well-being of both performers and audience 
members alike.  

Our commitment extends to the 
opportunities available from outside the 
school.  Hosting guest speakers, for example, 
brings individuals with real-world experiences 
to share their insights.  These talks not only 
broaden horizons but also provide inspiration 
and guidance, contributing to the holistic 
development of our students.  

The adventure continues with our 

diverse range of extra-curricular, co-curricular, 
after-school activities, sports, and field 
trips.  These opportunities are not just 
about skill development but also about 
building resilience, teamwork, and a sense of 
accomplishment.  From exploring nature on 
outdoor adventures to competing at state-
level academic and athletic competitions, our 
students embark on journeys that contribute 
significantly to their overall growth and 
development.

As we guide our students towards their 
next level of education through our college 
counseling program, we do so with a keen 
awareness of the impact these decisions have 
on their overall well-being.  Finding the right 
fit for each student is a matter of aligning 
academic compatibility with their personal 
goals and aspirations.

Our alumni, a testament to the enduring 
legacy of Saint George’s, continue to be 
actively involved and supportive.  Their 
engagement in the life of the school creates a 
network that extends well beyond graduation, 
providing valuable support and mentorship.

What truly makes Saint George’s 
exceptional is our amazing community – a 
collective of students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, and staff who support 
and encourage one another.  The sense 
of belonging and connection within our 
community is a cornerstone of the well-being 
we aim to cultivate.

As we navigate the challenges and 
celebrate the successes of the coming year, 
let us continue to prioritize the well-being 
of every individual within our community.  
Together, we will create an environment 
where each student can thrive academically, 
emotionally, and socially.

Wishing you all a year filled with well-
being, growth, and fulfillment.

Warm regards,
— Jamie Tender, Head of School

“More than 
physical 
health, 
well-being 
encompasses 
the mental, 
emotional, 
and social 
dimensions of 
our students’ 
lives.”
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 Lower School Clubs

Purposeful

After School 
Enrichment 
Clubs Give 
Lower School 
Students a   
Variety of 
Learning  
Experiences

W
What if you could learn phrases in Chinese, 
take a hike through the woods, conduct a 
science experiment, and sing some new songs 
– all in one week.  And it’s not even during 
school!

Welcome to After School Enrichment 
(ASE), the Saint George’s Lower School’s 
program of clubs and activities that keep kids 
from Kindergarten through 5th grade busy 
learning and growing after their regular classes 
are done.

This year over 40 clubs are being offered 
by parents, teachers, and friends of SGS on 
campus.  Some are sports and recreation 
based (Dragon Sports, Volleyball, Climbing), 
some are culture and language based (Chinese 
Culture and Language), some are STEM (First 
Lego League, Science), some are academic and 
competitive teams (Chess, Math is Cool) and 
some are arts oriented (Drama Improv, Group 
Voice, Polymer Clay, Studio Art).  Most are an 

hour long, one day a week (Monday through 
Thursday), and last for one or two months.  
The cost is $14 per day per club. 

“We also added a Reading and Home-
work session from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. for 
students who need to stay on campus for late 
pick up or to catch the late bus home,” says 
Rick Petrini, Head of the Lower School.

And are they popular?  Already by mid-
year, over 80% of all Lower School students 
have signed up for at least one of the clubs 
offered this year, with some trying out two to 
four different clubs each week.

Enrichment

Chess Club 
hosts a  
tournament
at SGS

FIRST Lego League 
5th grade team with 

their creations

Enrichment
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“It’s a place to find new passions and 
explore,” says Tracy Gonser, Assistant to the 
Head of School and an active SGS parent.  
“Now parents have more opportunities for 
their kids to learn while staying on campus.”

Chess Club was the first to return as an 
in-person offering after the pandemic.  “We 
had about 50 kids show up, so we knew the 
demand was there,” says Rick.  “The energy 
at these clubs is amazing and the kids are fully 
engaged.  Some clubs need a wait list, and if 
one club doesn’t work out it’s easy to move on 
to another club.”

Learning about after school clubs and 
activities is easy -- just go to the Student Life/ 
Clubs & Groups page of the SGS website.  
(Use the QR Code at lower right as well.)  The 
page features images from each activity, includ-
ing the grades available and a brief description 
that appears when touched or moused-over.  
Parents can search and sort the options by 
grade or category of clubs to find the activities, 
days, and sessions that work best for them and 
their child.

Parents also provide feedback on what 
works well and how to improve the offerings.  
Drama Improv Club for grades 3-5 was so 
popular that the school added one for grades 
K-2.

When they are ready to register for clubs, 
parents go to the website’s Parent Portal, 
where they can sign up on an ASE Calendar.

On the Web
Learn about After School  
Enrichment activities at

www.sgs.org/home/ 
student-life/clubs-n-groups/
or scan this QR Code:

“Our After School Enrichment program 
was developed specifically to meet a need of 
families and students,” says Rick.  “It was 
modeled after what some international schools 
offer, and it’s really unique for Spokane.”

“If anyone in the SGS community is 
interested in leading a club, just email  
afterschool@sgs.org” says Tracy.  “It 
could be coding, cooking, dancing, debate, 
reading, or whatever your passion is that stu-
dents might enjoy.”

Storytelling  
in Chinese  

Culture Club

Designing 
charms 
with clay

Making invisible 
writing appear in 
Science Club

Drama Improv Club played a game called “Props” 
to stimulate quick and creative thinking
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Background: I was born and raised on 
the South Side of Chicago.  I’ve done art 
since I was 4 years old, and it’s gotten me 
through hardships.  In ’94 we moved to 
North Chicago, where I attended Loyola 
Academy, where Bill Murray attended, and 
as a sophomore took college-level art classes.  
Then I was a full-time student and part-time 
underground plumber at Columbia College 
in Chicago.

After college I moved to the West, but in 
’97 decided to move to Ireland on my own.  
It was only $210/year for tuition, room and 
board, but “The Troubles” were happening 
so I returned to the U.S.  I wanted to do 
conceptual and character design for film, so 
I took two years of medical school anatomy, 
drawing cadavers.  You have to learn how 
people and animals move to make designs.

I’ve been drawing rock stars since 2017, 
and the pandemic helped me when I got 
exposure from re-tweets of my work.  During 
the pandemic I released 60 drawings in one 
year.  I get commission work as well, so I’m 
very busy for Valentine’s Day.  I also did 
a drawing of Peter Jackson, so his WETA 
workshop in New Zealand wants to hire me.

Then after the Pulse Night Club shoot-
ing in Orlando, I posted the drawing “Tears 
for Orlando” that reached 25,000 shares 
in just 15 minutes.  My younger brother is 
gay, so I’ve been involved with the bar scene 
and now work at the Globe in downtown 

Spokane.  I’ve done a big mural on their 
outside patio – I used to be a muralist, but 
not anymore.  My son Liam had Peter Pan 
murals I created in his bedroom, but now 
it’s my wife’s office.  

 
Current Work: I love drawing – I’m cov-
ered in tattoos, most that I designed myself.  
For me, drawing is like breathing.  I can 
explain the techniques, but I can’t explain 
how I draw.  It’s like asking a kid how they 
play.  They just do.

I spend a minimum of 1 hour per 
day drawing, and on good days I get in 5-6 
hours.  I draw my wife and kids.  When my 
dad was a witness in the Paul Manafort trial, 
he was in court drawings, and I’ve drawn 
him as well.

I drew a werewolf the first time when 
I was 13, and I redraw that character about 
every year.  But after 30 years, I’m still not 
satisfied with it.

This summer, I was in charge of clear-
ing out graffiti in Spokane City Parks, which 
was ironic since my own graffiti is still up on 
walls in Chicago from my high school days.

— John Brennan, parent of Josephine  
	 (3rd grade) and Liam (10th grade) 

 Careers in the Arts

John Brennan in a  
self-portrait drawing

Local creative 
professionals 
shared their 
careers with  
Upper School 
art students 
in October.  

On the Web
View artwork by John Brennan at

www.facebook.com GritConceptArts/ 
or scan this QR Code:

John BrennanGraphite Portraits

GuestArtists
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Background: Originally I wanted to write 
movies.  Attended University of Texas at Aus-
tin and worked on movies at a low level.  A 
director read my sketches and liked them, but 
told me I’d need to move to LA.  So I moved 
and became his assistant – reading scripts and 
books.  I realized I liked TV comedy scripts 
best.  So I got a job on a sitcom as a writer’s 
assistant working in the room with the  
writers.  It was an incredible education.

I wrote a sample script of The Simpsons 
to get an agent.  Agents find you work and 
negotiate your fees.  My first TV show job 
was on Coach starring Craig T. Nelson, who 
grew up in Spokane.

Current Work: Futurama is animated 
but written like a live-action sitcom.  The 
stories are complex, surprising, and hope-
fully emotionally satisfying.

My job is very collaborative, and I work 
with a team of 6 to 15 other writers. We 
each pitch story ideas to our fellow writers 
and everybody gives their opinions.  We 
settle on an idea and the group adds details, 
subplots and jokes, and we set the “act” 
breaks to give it a strong dramatic structure.  

The writer who pitched the idea then 
creates an outline with all the story details 
(plus often a B story) for the team to discuss 
and give notes on.  Then the writer creates 
the complete script, which takes about two 
weeks and involves lots of coffee, napping, 
sweating…  The writer turns in the script 
and it’s polished by the team to become a 
“table draft”.  

Next comes the table reading by the cast 
with writers and executives present.  The 
table read helps identify what jokes and story 
elements need improvement.  Afterwards, the 
team does a final polish and the script goes 
into production on a sound stage, or with 
animation like Futurama, it goes to a sound 

Eric HorstedTV Writer/Producer

booth for actors to do the voices, and to the 
animation studio which creates the animation.

It’s fun to go from a single broad notion 
to a final production.  It’s also stressful, 
since you are kind of a freelancer doing this 
season by season, but very fun.

Futurama has 10 new episodes on Hulu.  
Check it out.

Q & A: What are your best episodes?
In the best ones, there’s an emotional 
“spine” that provides a satisfying payoff at 
the end.  Futurama is about a guy 
who is frozen in 1999 and thawed 
out in the year 3000.  Our most 
beloved episode is about the dog 
he left behind in 1999.  It has an 
emotional ending that packs a 
wallop.

Have you ever won an Emmy?  
(asked by daughter Talia)
I have attended the Emmy’s.  You wear un-
comfortable clothing, but get to meet lots of 
cool, famous people.  I’ve won two Emmy’s 
for Futurama episodes that were 10 years 
apart.  I’ll be cremated with them.

— Eric Horsted, parent of Finn & Lily  
	 (11th grade) and Talia (12th grade) 

“The stories 
are complex,  
surprising,  
and hopefully  
emotionally  
satisfying.”
- Eric Horsted, 
describing  
the animated  
TV sitcom  
Futurama

Animation still from 
Futurama with Eric 
included

Eric at Art 
Class with 
daughters 
Talia and 
Lily holding 
Futurama 
artwork
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 Careers in the Arts

Background: I went to art school to be a 
designer.  At 12 years old, I discovered vinyl 
records and the art on the record albums.  
All I wanted to do was design logos and 
record art.

I discovered that commercial artists an-
swer to others needs.  You have to ask “why” 
questions, and you have to understand the 
audience.

Current Work: I’m the Chief Creative 
Officer and Founder of Chapter & Verse, 
an ad agency with three offices and 35 em-
ployees.  Our clients include Netflix, Meta, 
Apple, Microsoft, and Expedia.  

We did a lot of Netflix red envelope 
designs over the years.  As Netflix moved to 
producing its own shows, we added those to 
our portfolio.  The art and website for each 
Netflix title has to be made by a designer.  
There is no “key command” for good design.   

For The Irishman, we are teaching 
other agencies how to make a Netflix 
billboard.  We develop the tools so you can 
replicate it for other shows.  You can do any 
genre with this basic grid of photos or art.  
It’s a collection of pieces that work together 
to tell a story.

Another project was the “Let’s Keep 
Rolling” series of designs posted on the 
sets of Netflix shows during the pandemic.  

“Keep your distance from strangers”, “Wear 
a mask”, and “Protect yourself, protect your 
crew” all use images and text that speak in 
the language of those shows to help every-
one stay safe.  

As the world continues to change, we’ve 
mostly stopped doing print ads.  But maga-
zines are still a great way to get design into 
your hands.

Q & A:  Do you need to go to art school?
I encourage young artists that art school is 
legit.  Although now you don’t need to go to 
an art school.  SFCC’s graphic design program 
puts people in agencies all over the state.  
WSU is strong on the marketing side, UW has 
a good design program, and the VCU Brand-
center is world class.

Your most memorable design?
In 2003 when we started the agency, Thomas 
Hammer needed a design for their coffee 
cups.  I took photos of the coffee aisle in the 
supermarket, and it was all dark green and 
brown like Starbucks.  So we made white bags 
and an orange cup for them to show they were 
“not Starbucks”.  The color orange is the most 
important thing, since you can see a Hammer 
cup from a block away.  Twenty years and mil-
lions of cups later, it still works.

Is design a good option for students of color?
We live on screens and all of it needs con-
tent.  It’s a challenge getting kids of color 
into design and advertising, but we need 
their voices.  There are great jobs out there if 
you want to be creative. 

— Jeff Sanborn, parent of Gannon  
	 (11th grade)

“There are 
great jobs out 
there if you 
want to be  
creative.” 
- Jeff Sanborn

Slide identifying the 
elements of a Netflix 
billboard for 
The Irishman 

Jeff Sanborn has the  
Art Class sketch 

a Netflix ad

ner
Jeff SanbornAd Agency    
  Founder/Designer
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Jan McIntyre
Fashion Designer
  and Marketer
Background: I grew up with a passion 
for fashion.  I went to Western Washington 
University for over a year, then left for art 
school.  I earned a B.A. in apparel – I had 
math and science classes, but also pattern 
making.  I then got an internship and job 
with Lucy Active Wear, that is now owned 
by North Face.

I missed pattern design, so I col-
laborated with Jason Wu on dresses that 
Michelle Obama wore on the campaign trail.  
(I learned classified information about her 
measurements.)

For the last 15 years, I’ve been at Nor-
dstrom doing special projects, then focus-
ing on women’s apparel.  In the last few 
months, I’ve taken over global sourcing for 
all Nordstrom products.

Current Work: Fashion gets glamorized, 
but it’s really hard work and long hours and 
competitive.  There are a variety of companies 
and experiences you can have.

We have a complicated relationship with 
sustainability.  The industry is responsible 
for 8-10% of global carbon emissions.  One 
pair of jeans takes 1800 gallons of water to 
produce, and 400 gallons for a typical t-shirt!

If it’s too cheap to be true, it probably 
isn’t.  Research where you get your clothes; 
we all vote with our dollars, so choose 
responsible companies.  Buying at Goodwill 
or Buffalo Exchange is a good thing too.

A product’s life cycle has some major 
components.  In the case of BP Label, the 
Nordstrom young adult brand, our merch 
team identifies trends and customers.  For 
example, a teen uniform might be Valentino 
Pink, or the next big trend of Barbie Pink.  
Or when Taylor Swift wears a denim jacket, 

they see what’s happening in the world  
and strategize for clothing.  

They will create a concept for the season, 
including color, print and pattern stories.  
These trend photos can go on for 60 pages.  
They look at color harmonies and how they 
will ship – month by month or for a full sea-
son.  Then there is the technical design of the 
clothes.  All of this goes into the collection 
for stores that will appear next May.

For the BP brand, we have concept de-
signers, product designers, a big team.  The 
product group for Nordstrom is 230 people.  
Fashion is more than art and design.  People 
are engineering patterns with software, using 
economics, managing social media, working 
on photo shoots and as stylers.  

Product development works with all 
parts of the process.  So many people touch 
a product from creation to stores.

Q & A:  Are there really standard sizes?
Yes, there are American Fit Standards, but siz-
es and bodies have evolved over the decades.  
And some companies use “vanity sizing” to 
vary the size, so that’s why someone might be 
a 4 in one brand and a 2 or 0 in another.

Are women’s pant pockets so short  
so that you can sell purses?
That’s a theory…

Why so few pockets in women’s dresses?   
We want them!
Sometimes it’s a matter of the cost to produce 
them.  Adding pockets can mean up to a 10% 
addition in the fabric needed to make a dress.

— Jan McIntyre, friend of Upper School  
	 Head Nathan Lill

Jan explains a slide 
showing the impact 
of the fashion 
industry on the 
environment 

“Research 
where you get 
your clothes; 
we all vote 
with our dol-
lars, so choose 
responsible 
companies.”
- Jan McIntyre
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Purchasing the

An excerpt 
from former  
Head of School 
George  
Edwards’  
unpublished 
history of  
Saint George’s

Davenport EstateDavenport Estate
 Saint George’s History

history of the region and had been hunting 
and fishing grounds for several Native Ameri-
can tribes for centuries.  

In 1926, Davenport began the con-
struction of the 19-room home, a four-story 
“summer cottage” on the property.  He 
surrounded that house with terraced gar-
dens, a large stable down the hill, and several 
outbuildings, including a gazebo where his 
gentlemen friends could enjoy their cigars af-
ter dinner.   Like his hotel, Flowerfield was an 
elegant expression of Davenport’s style and 
interests. The estate was so magnificent, it 
was featured in a National Geographic study 
of the Northwest.  Following World War II, 
the Davenports decided to move to California 
and sold Flowerfield to a local doctor who, 
five years later sold it to a dairy farmer.  It 
didn’t take long for the dairy farmer to realize 
the property was not suitable for dairy opera-
tions, and within a few years the property was 
put back onto the market.  The asking price 
was $125,000.

P
Perhaps no decision was more far-reaching 
in the first few months of planning for the 
creation of Saint George’s School than the 
decision to buy the Davenport Estate.  This 
purchase, bold and serendipitous, would pro-
vide the school not just with a location, but 
with an ethos that would brand its existence 
from that day forward. 

The Davenport Estate, named Flow-
erfield by the Davenports, was a 459-acre 
compound created by Louis Davenport in the 
late 1920’s.  Davenport had made his fortune 
in the hotel business in Spokane, and his 
Davenport Hotel was a landmark well known 
by travelers for its opulence and luxury.  
Davenport decided that his family needed a 
“summer cottage” away from the fumes and 
noise of downtown Spokane and purchased 
property from the Semple family.  The 
Semple’s had purchased the property as part 
of a huge section of land bought originally 
from the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1887.  
The property had its own unique link to the 

Davenport House and lawn  
as it looked in the 1950s
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“The purchase 
of the Daven-
port Estate 
gave the school 
a home and an 
identity linked 
to Spokane’s 
‘pleasant’ 
past.”

Reverend Canon Harvey Douglas Smith, 
the school’s strongest advocate and first 
Headmaster, found one of his earliest con-
verts to the cause of establishing an indepen-
dent day school in Spokane was Ellen Bun-
gay.  Ellen had been active in the Cathedral 
of St. John, leading a girls’ choir and teaching 
at Lewis and Clark High School.  She was 
single, came from an old-time Spokane fam-
ily, and her family had provided her with a 
sizeable inheritance.  Though Ellen did not 
attend the first meeting of the school found-
ers in January, within a month of that date 
she was deeply involved in the planning for 
the school.  She was selected as a member of 
the first “temporary” Board of Trustees and 
was one of two women on the Board.  

Canon Smith and other trustees visited 
Flowerfield and quickly saw the potential 
for the property.  There was a large, roomy 
house, numerous outbuildings, large pastures 
for playgrounds and a spacious stable.  The 
price for the property was daunting for this 
small group of founders.  However, Smith 
quickly convinced Ellen Bungay that the 
purchase of the Davenport Estate was critical 
to establishing the school.  Ellen began a 
secret series of discussions with the leader-
ship of the Board about her willingness 
to buy the estate for the school.  Bungay 
contracted to purchase the property for Saint 
George’s, with her gift to remain anonymous, 
in exchange for her being appointed as the 
Resident Matron at the School and being al-
lowed to live at Flowerfield.  The school had 
a home. 

By the end of May, Canon Smith an-
nounced the purchase of the property to the 
public in an article in the Spokesman Review   
He stated “we are tremendously pleased to 
have acquired this exceptional property.  It 
will make St. George’s one of the outstanding 
schools of the nation for plant facilities from 
the first year of its operation.” 

The purchase of the Davenport Estate 
gave the school a home and an identity 
linked to Spokane’s “pleasant” past.  Sud-
denly the school had some of the stability 

and substance it so desperately needed.  This 
purchase also created a series of new press-
ing problems involving converting farm and 
residency space to classrooms, transporting 
students to the remote location, and com-
bining an operating farm and an operating 
school successfully.  The publicity from this 
purchase, and the favorable press from the  
creation of the school, put increasing pressure 
on the founders to open the school in Sep-
tember 1955, just four short months away.  

Unfortunately, there was very little 
time to effectively plan how to convert the 
Davenport Estate into a functioning school.  
There were zoning, fire and safety regula-
tions to grapple with.  Canon Smith and 
Ellen Bungay had very strong opinions about 
how to use Davenport House, and other 
Board members had equally strong views on 
converting that space into classrooms.  There 
were simply too many pressing needs and too 
little time to adequately address and resolve 
all the contingencies.  

— George Edwards,  
	 SGS Head of School from 1985-91

Next Issue: 
The First Day of School

George Edwards
Former Head of School

Graduation Bridge and 
the Little Spokane River
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 Middle & Upper School

Field Day!Field Day!

“What I hoped to accomplish 
with Field Day was to create a 
fun and competitive environment 
for our middle and upper school 
community members to work and 
play together.  The afternoon was 
a success quite simply because of 
those people who showed up  
and brought amazing energy.  
The students, faculty, and staff 
who were present created the 
proper vibe to ensure a great  
afternoon of games!” 
- Mark Rickard, Upper School  
   Dean of Student Life

After taking the PSAT and 
enjoying an Oktoberfest lunch, 
Middle and Upper School students 
lived out the theme of well-being 
by competing in “Field Day” 
activities across campus on the  
afternoon of October 11th.

Blue Team comes up  
to bat for a game  
of “Chaos Ball”

Crossing the gym floor was 
their “Mission Impossible”

The Pink Team  
stood out for their 
colorful cheers
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“Mark Rickard organized an  
amazing Field Day afternoon, where 
teams of Middle and Upper School 
students combined to compete in 
eight different challenges through-
out the campus.  It is a fantastic 
tradition and truly took a  
communal effort to pull off.” 
- Nathan Lill, Head of Upper School

On the Web
Scan this QR Code 
to see more Field 
Day photos. 

“Trivial Kahoot” got the 
teams thinking about  

the right answers

“Human Spelling” on Graduation 
Lawn required flexibility

“Scooter Hockey” filled the 
Little Gym with noisy activity 

Lofting a beach ball over  
the net in Metters for 
“Parachute Volleyball” 

“The Middle School students might feel a bit 
intimidated by the Upper School students at 
first, but they really become a team when  
playing these unique field games.  The older 
students jump into the role of mentors and 
cheerleaders for the younger students.”
- Joelle Neiwert, Head of Middle School 
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 Dragon Athletics

After reeling off six straight wins, we 
positioned ourselves to take home the regular 
season League Championship and more 
importantly head into districts as the #1 seed.  
Things were all coming together… or so we 
thought.  

Sometimes in sports, teams get hot at 
the right time.  In the first round of districts, 
we faced that team in Riverside Christian. 
Despite beating them twice during the regu-
lar season, RCS got the best of us in our “win 
or go home” district match.  

For our seniors, Robby Witmer, Ashtan 
Krzyzanek, Jace Melville and Kayden Gu, it 
was a difficult conclusion to their careers. 
However, along with their varsity teammates, 
they showed heart and grit just as they had 
done all season long.  For me, although there 
was sadness and disappointment in the final 
outcome, there was only pride and respect 
for the perseverance and resolve my team had 
shown all season. This season provided me 
new appreciation for the adage that it is not 
about the destination, it is about the journey.  
Thank you for a great season!  

— Mark Rickard, Boys Soccer Coach

Girls Soccer
What a year this has been!  If I had to 

choose one word to describe this amazing 
group of girls, it would be adversity.  I had 
the pleasure of being able to watch our girls 
push through injuries, position changes and 
new teammates.  

These roadblocks on our path to success 
allowed the leaders on the team to flourish 
in front of our eyes.  The program enjoyed 
the leadership of our two senior captains, 
Katherine Gunn and Henrietta Osborne.  
These extraordinary girls showed everyone on 
the team how to lead with passion, empathy 
and heart. 

Along with our two great leaders, we also 
had some other amazing seniors (Lily Nos-
baum, Lila Rigsby and Lauren West) in this 
team who might not have worn a captain’s 
band, but definitely led by example.  

With our league being as competitive as 

Boys Soccer
Each season brings new challenges, new 

opportunities and for our boys this year, new 
adventures.  In August, our Athletic Director 
Ryan Peplinski takes on the arduous task of 
building a competitive and full schedule for 
our boys’ and girls’ soccer teams.  We have 
a spread-out district to say the least, and one 
that does not carry a full slate of teams.  The 
only “local” team in our district is the Upper 
Columbia Academy Lions out in Spangle. 

So, the theme of this year quickly 
became “destination games.”  Our schedule 
took us all over the PNW: Coeur d’Alene, 
Walla Walla, Yakima, with the highlight be-
ing our trip to play Mount Vernon Christian 
and Orcas Island on their home fields.  In 
total this season, our team traveled 1787 
miles and spent 36 hours on a bus!  

Our goal was to be battle tested, so that 
our team would peak when it mattered most.  
Although our win/loss record was not great 
halfway through the season (2-4-1) we were 
confident in the fact that teams we were play-
ing would properly prepare us for our league 
schedule. 

Shawn Jones after scoring 
the first goal of the  
match vs Lakeland

Gavin Eliason maneuvers 
across the pitch

“Our seniors 
showed heart 
and grit, just 
as they had 
done all season 
long.” 
- Mark Rickard, 
Boys Soccer 
Coach
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On the Web
View galleries of photos 
from fall sports by 
scanning this QR 
code:

it was, we definitely needed as many strong 
leaders as possible to overcome difficult odds.  
That was proven when two of the teams in 
our league had fantastic seasons and reached 
the Final Four.  

Even though we might not have had 
the ending that we wanted, I believe that we 
still had a very successful season.  We had 
tremendous growth from our newcomers and 
underclass athletes.  I know that this season 
will help drive our returning players to get us 
back to the Final Four.  This is an amazing 
group of girls, and I can’t wait to see what 
they accomplish next year! 

— Logan Georgeadis, Girls Soccer Coach

Volleyball
The 2023 volleyball season was an amaz-

ing year of learning and growth for our young 
team. Our team of twenty-three athletes was 
made mostly of Freshmen and Sophomores 
who worked very hard to compete against the 
older competition. 

The JV team also showed tremendous 
growth throughout the season as they learned 
the sport and the importance of teamwork. 

Our Varsity team started off with a huge 
tournament, where they played against some 
tough teams from much larger schools. From 
that point on, they continued to overcome 
mental and physical challenges and get 
better every day. Juniors Kaylee Clark and 
Sophia Tehrani led our Varsity team in kills 
and blocks from the middle, while Kalea 
Schlenker (Soph) led our team in digs and 
aces. Our setter, Megan Neiwert (Soph), was 
a major part of our offense and led our team 
in assists. 

From our first win to team dinners and 
spur-of-the-moment talent shows, this team 
made many memories that we hope to build 
off of in the future.  

Thank you to all the players for their 
hard work, and to our only Senior, Helene 
Girard, for sharing her first season of vol-
leyball with us! We are excited to keep the 
ball rolling! 

 — Jessi Reed, Volleyball Coach 

Regan Thomas fights  
for the ball in front  
of the Dragon’s goal
(Photo by Jeff Thomas)

Kaylee Clark  
tips a ball  
over the net

All eyes  
were on  
the setter  
Megan  
Neiwert
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 Dragon Athletics

Hrair Garabedian, Ben 
Morales, and Oliver Ling 

at the start of the League 
Championship Race

(Photo by Jeff Thomas)

Cross Country
“Neither snow nor rain nor gloom of 

night stays these couriers from the swift com-
pletions of their appointed rounds”...  The 
ages old adage of the US Postal Service might 
well be applied to the 2023 Saint George’s 
cross country team.  Early season meets were 
run in oppressive heat and late season compe-
titions on snow- and rain-soaked courses.

The Dragon young women, a team 
comprised of Regan Thomas, Josie McLaugh-
lin, Remmy Kiltz, Esther Buckner, Audra 
Gliniak, Delaney Nachreiner and 8th graders 
Zora Townley and Emma Shimizu, domi-
nated League meets and capped the season 
with a League Championship on the Colfax 
Golf Club.  A hip injury kept defending 
State Champion Josie out for the season, but 
sophomore Regan Thomas came through 
with a second-place finish.  Remmy Kiltz ran 
an outstanding race for 5th, and 8th grader 
Zora Townley finished 15th.

Senior Ben Morales led the boys with 
fabulous running throughout the season.  
Juniors Hrair Garabedian and Oliver Ling, 
along with freshman Liam Darcy and 8th 
graders Keagan Willson and Joe Sudlow, filled 
out the team.  Unfortunately, by season’s end 
Liam and Joe were stopped by injuries.

Ben Morales had arguably the finest sea-
son ever by an SGS cross country runner.  He 
scored runaway victories at the Highlander 
Invitational, Asotin Invite and the Big Cross 
invitational in Pasco.  His 15:38 in the 5000 
meters was the fastest time recorded at the 
1B/2B level.  Ben won both the League and 
District races.

The girls came up short at Districts, by 
an agonizing two points, and did not qualify 
for the State meet, but did advance Regan 
Thomas (3rd) and Remmy Kiltz (9th) to the 
Championships.  Ben Morales won by a huge 
margin, and Hrair Garabedian (6th) along 
with Oliver Ling qualified to run at Pasco.

Rain at the Willows Golf Course in 
Pasco, site of the State Championships on 
Nov. 4, did not deter the five Dragon run-
ners.  Ben Morales improved on his third 
place 2022 finish with a solid 2nd place, 
and Hrair and Oliver ran outstanding races, 
finishing 15th and 17th respectively. 

Regan Thomas and Remmy Kiltz, in 
their first State Cross Country race, im-
pressed with 10th and 22nd place finishes. 

The team graduates only Ben Morales, 
and both teams look forward to an outstand-
ing 2024 season.

— Rick Riley, Cross Country Coach

Ben Morales (left) on State 
medal stand; Ben finished 1st 

in League, 1st in District,  
and 2nd in State 

The girls’ cross country 
team running to a  

League Championship
(Photo by Jeff Thomas)

“Ben Morales 
had arguably 
the finest  
season ever  
by an SGS 
cross country 
runner.” 
- Rick Riley, 
Cross Country 
Coach
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Scan this code to 
make a gift today!

 Supporting Saint George’s

Your Philanthropic Impact

Each year the school is blessed by the 
time, talent, and treasure of families, alumni, 
and friends of Saint George’s. Your commit-
ment to the school’s mission is deeply appre-
ciated! Philanthropic gifts to Saint George’s 
enhance areas that tuition does not fully 
cover, allowing the school to continue to 
offer an exceptional educational experience 
and unmatched extra-curricular programs to 
students.  

The Saint George’s Annual Fund sup-
ports an array of programs including the 
arts, technology offered on and off campus, 
financial aid, and faculty professional devel-
opment. This fiscal year Saint George’s has 
set a goal of raising $225,000 for the Annual 
Fund.  At the publication of this magazine 

57% of the goal has been met. We would 
like to thank every philanthropic contributor 
who has joined us in supporting current and 
future Saint George’s scholars, athletes, and 
artists.  

— Kelsea Nester, Annual Fund Director

Annual Fund 
2022-23 Highlights

sgs.org/give

“As current Board Chair and parent to three 
Saint George’s graduates, I see the impact the 
Annual Fund makes to help the school produce 
unique programs like the outdoor and drama 
clubs, two clubs my children greatly benefited 
from.  The Annual Fund supports an array of 
programs from field trips to extra supplies for 
unique clubs.  When you support the Annual 
Fund, you’re supporting what keeps Saint 
George’s special.”
	 - Pam Kohlmeier, MD, JD, FACEP
	     Board of Trustees President

Current Fiscal Year Update: 
July 2023 to June 2024

Thank 
You!
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RV Adolf Jensen, a ship the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography has 
frequently used in Sermilik Fjord, 
during a research cruise in 2021.  
Photo by Jamie Holte.

ICE: Watching it MeltICE: Watching it Melt
Jamie Holte ’99  
Researches 
Greenland’s 
Melting  
Glaciers and 
Their Impact 
on the Arctic 
and All of Us
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trapped in the ice sheet long ago, gently pop-
ping into the ocean as icebergs melt.

We deploy moorings that will record 
observations for two years until we come 
back to recover them.  Moorings are clusters 
of instruments anchored to the seafloor.  In 
the fjord, the short moorings are tucked 
near the bottom to avoid icebergs going by 
overhead; these icebergs extend hundreds 
of meters below the surface, and not infre-
quently sweep away our instruments.  When 
we come back, we use acoustic signals to tell 
the moorings to (hopefully) release from their 
anchors and float to the surface with their 
data.  Sometimes we use helicopters to deploy 
instruments in the melange, a traffic jam of 
icebergs near the glacier that is impenetrable 
to ships.  

Data in hand, we see a cold, fresh layer 
near the surface in the fjord.  This is a mix 
of water from the Arctic and meltwater from 
Greenland.  It sits above warmer, saltier water 
from the Atlantic Ocean.  This warm Atlantic 
water weaves into the fjord at depth, carrying 
heat and nutrients into the fjord all the way 
to Helheim Glacier.  The heat helps erode 
Helheim’s calving face, an ice cliff stretch-
ing more than one hundred meters into the 
air and also extending six hundred meters 
underwater to the seafloor.

On the cruise last summer, 
the Greenlandic crew carefully 
navigated us into Midgaard 
Fjord, a northerly branch of 
Sermilik Fjord that we had 
never reached before.  Over the 
last fifty years Midgaard Glacier 
has retreated miles up the fjord.  
As Midgaard Glacier thinned 
and retreated, it left behind a 
swath of barren ground, a trim-
line, that rose high above our 
ship as we moved deeper into 
the fjord.  It was a striking re-
minder of how quickly climate 
change can alter a region.

 Alumni Profile

Continued on Page 20

W
We had stopped in Tiilerilaaq, a small village 
in Southeast Greenland, because Max  
Audibert, headmaster of the village’s school 
of twelve or so students, had asked us to 
collect some seaweed and sediment samples 
from a small channel nearby.  Tiilerilaaq is 
perched on the edge of Sermilik Fjord at the 
intersection of multiple glacially-carved U 
valleys.  At the head of the fjord, Helheim 
Glacier, a slow-moving river of ice that ends 
in the ocean, calves icebergs the size of sky-
scrapers that float past the town. 

We had met Max during an oceano-
graphic research cruise to Sermilik Fjord in 
2021.  I’m part of a lab at Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography in San Diego that studies 
the physics of high-latitude oceans, includ-
ing Greenland’s fjords.  Our lab is trying to 
document and understand the rapid changes 
occurring in the Arctic, as well as the ramifi-
cations of these changes for the globe and for 
local communities in Greenland. 

We do this by going on cruises to collect 
basic ocean measurements.  From a ship, 
we lower instruments into the ocean that 
measure temperature, salinity, and currents.  
We also collect water samples from various 
depths; some colleagues will analyze these for 
nutrients.  Others might measure the noble 
gas concentrations.  Still others will peer into 
microscopes to categorize the zooplankton, 
tiny animals that drift around in the water.  
We do this in one spot, then the ship moves 
on to another spot and we do it again.  And 
again.  Sometimes we work in shifts, collect-
ing observations for twenty-four hours a day 
for two to five weeks.

The camaraderie and shared science 
goals make the hard work of cruises fun and 
exciting.  The gorgeous surroundings don’t 
hurt, either.  We bask in alpine-glow sunsets 
that last for ages; if we stay up late enough, 
we can sometimes see the Northern Lights.  
This past summer we spotted Fin, Sperm,  
Pilot, and Humpback whales, as well as 
numerous seals.  In still moments, we can 
hear an ever-present crinkling sound.  It is 
the sound of thousand-year-old air bubbles, 

Jamie Holte, 
Researcher

RV Tarajoq in 
Midgaard Fjord in 
2023. The trimline 
left behind by the  
glacier is visible on 
the mountains behind 
the ship.  Photo by 
Alex Rivest.
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 Alumni Profile

Greenland has hundreds of tidewater 
glaciers like Helheim and Midgaard.  Our 
lab’s observations help scientists understand 
the ocean’s contribution to the melting and 
retreat of these glaciers.  If warming contin-
ues unabated, we can expect Greenland to 
contribute almost two feet to global sea level 
rise by 2100. 

Besides raising sea levels, freshwater 
from Greenland also has the potential to 
impact large-scale circulation patterns in 
the global ocean, in particular the Atlantic 
Meridional Overturning Circulation.  This 
complicated system of currents is, in essence, 
a global-scale loop of warm water flowing 
north at the surface and cold water flowing 
south at depth.  The overturning portion 
of this system, where the warm waters gain 
density and sink to create the southern loop, 
occurs in the North Atlantic.  Excessive 
freshwater from Greenland could disrupt this 
crucial section.

Many residents of Tiilerilaaq survive 
via subsistence hunting.  Their traditional 
ecological knowledge of the diverse ecosystem 
supported by the fjord has allowed them to 
thrive for generations.  However, the fish 
species found in the fjord are changing, as 
are the patterns of whales and other animals 
that inhabit the fjord.  Warmer winters 

have meant a reduction in winter sea ice, so 
fewer families maintain sled dog teams, their 
traditional means of hunting in winter.  En-
vironmental change, however, is only one of 
the forces altering life in Greenland; tourism, 
mining, international politics, and technol-
ogy have exploded in Greenland, potentially 
disrupting life more than climate change.

Max told us that in especially lean 
periods, the seaweed is the community’s food 
of last resort.  He was worried that it was 
being contaminated by oil pollutants from 
the many small boats in town.  Perhaps in an 
unsettled climate, this backup food resource 
will be even more important.  

We hope that our research can help hu-
manity, as well as the residents of Tiilerilaaq, 
anticipate future changes.

— Jamie Holte, Class of 1999 

“If warming 
continues  
unabated, we 
can expect 
Greenland to 
contribute  
almost two  
feet to global 
sea level rise  
by 2100.”
- Jamie Holte

Jamie and  
Chris Basque,  
a mooring technician,  
assemble and label a  
mooring before deployment.  
Photo by Alex Rivest.

RV Tarajoq in 
Midgaard Fjord  

in 2023.  Photo by 
Alex Rivest. 

Tiilerilaaq,  
a village in  
Southeast  

Greenland.    
Photo by  

Jamie Holte. 
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Dragon Drives the Green:    
   Alumni Events for 2024

D
Dear Fellow Alumni,

On behalf of Saint George’s 
School Alumni Association, I hope 
this message finds you well in the New 
Year. I am pleased that many of you 
have had the opportunity to join us on 
the pitch, hardwood, and stage to kick 
off our Alumni Campaign for 2023-24: 
Dragon Drives the Green!

Like previous years, Saint George’s 
School Alumni’s Annual Campaign is 
built around leadership, social, and giv-
ing opportunities. To date, our Leader-
ship Team and Board of Directors 
have delivered alumni theater night, 
the alumni soccer match, alumni mini 
golf at Flatstick Pub, alumni night at 
Dragons Basketball, and most recently, 
the alumni basketball game. 

Saint George’s School Alumni 
is also excited to share our plans 
for an alumni career panel for cur-
rent students this winter, an après at 
Schweitzer Mountain, an alumni night 
at the spring musical in Founders 

Theater, as well as regional events in 
Boston and Seattle.

We now have two final events 
that I am excited to share with you 
all. This year, Saint George’s School 
Alumni would like to invite you to our 
Alumni Weekend in May as we induct 
our newest alumni class into the 
Athletic Hall of Fame, as well as 
“drive the green” during our Alumni 
Golf Classic at The Golf Course at 
The Coeur d’Alene Resort. For more 
information, visit  
SGS.org/AlumniWeekend.

Again, I sincerely appreciate all of 
you who continue to create our vibrant 
Alumni Community, as well as sup-
port the next generation of Dragons 
by contributing to the Saint George’s 
School Annual Fund. We look forward 
to seeing you at an upcoming alumni 
event soon!

Go Dragons!
— Tyson Bostrom ‘11, MHA, MPH  

President, Saint George’s School Alumni
 

Athletic Hall of Fame
See page 23 for more 
details.

Alumni Golf Classic
Date: TBD Friday, May 
3rd or Sunday, May 5th
Time: Afternoon Shot-
gun Start
Location: The Golf 
Course at The Coeur 
d’Alene Resort
Invited: All Alumni; 
Friends of Alumni; Past 
and Current Parents; 
Past and Current Fac-
ulty/Staff
Price: ~$1,500 per Group 
of Four (includes Green 
Fees & Boxed Lunch). 
Final pricing in  
March 2024.

 Alumni News

Scan to show your 
interest in the Golf 

Classic event.
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Class Notes

In Memoriam

2014
After graduating with an economics de-
gree from Claremont McKenna College, 
Hunter Olsen spent two years working 
in Denver at DaVita Kidney Care, a 
Fortune 500 health care company, doing 
strategy work advising the development 
of 250+ new clinics across the US.  “I 
then had a serendipitous call with a JD/
MBA graduate fresh out of Penn Law 
and Wharton who convinced me to help 
him build out a virtual forum for about 
200 health care CEOs and key industry 
thought leaders to help them navigate the 
pandemic and build industry collabora-
tives together.” 

“Life is always full of interesting 
twists and turns.  After a few years I 
found myself back in Spokane looking to 
start my next chapter.  I had a wonderful 
conversation with Jamie Tender, which 
led me to take a Development Associate 
role with Saint George’s to help further 
the school’s advancement efforts.  Today 
my work largely focuses on identifying 
new opportunities for SGS to pursue ad-
ditional grant funding as well as analysis 

of development data to 
help boost the Annual 
Fund and grow the 
endowment.  

“In my spare time, 
I plan to begin working 
on my MBA at the 
University of Southern 
California remotely 
and continue enjoying 
my passions for skiing, 
reading, and traveling 
whenever possible.”Hunter Olsen ‘14

1967
Stephanie Jo Webb passed on Octo-
ber 1, 2023 in Tacoma, WA from com-
plications of cancer.  As the daughter of 
two eccentric electrical engineers, “Stevie” 
had a unique upbringing that made her a 
flexible thinker and a great problem solver.  
A family historian and archivist, she was 
lucky to find the perfect career as a photo 
librarian at West Stock in Seattle for 25 
years ending in 2001.  She was prolific with 
comic book projects that tell family stories 

based on letters 
and photos that she 
archived, according 
to her husband of 42 
years, Kevin Wil-
dermuth.  She also 
painted watercolors 
from old photographs 
and other sources.

1970s
Ray Peterson, former SGS teacher, 
coach and Athletic Director, passed away 
September 6, 2023 in Post Falls, ID.  
Ray’s teaching journey included various 
schools across Washington, serving at 
Saint George’s in the early 1970s.  He 
was instrumental in spearheading Title 
IX and promoting female athletes, having 
coached the 1973-75 Girls Track Team 
that was inducted into the Saint George’s 
Hall of Fame in 2012.  Ray also taught 
math for 20 years with Central Valley 
School District.  

1990-2003
Angela Burr, former SGS librarian, 
teacher and advisor, passed away Febru-
ary 2, 2023 in Spokane, WA.  Angela was 
deeply passionate about literature, music, 
and art.  As a 9th grade history teacher 
(1990-96) and librarian (1990-2003), she 
impacted many lives during her time 
at SGS.  As a tutor of English, she also 
helped prepare others for American 
citizenship.  

Class of 1973’s 50th Reunion on campus this summer included (clockwise from 
front left) Mary Teresa True, Doug True, Patrice Pendell, Caren Furbeyre,  
Bill Gregorak, Mark Williamson, Karen Soukup Williamson & granddaughter, 
Becky Stier Seltman, Mark Soukup, and Ben Trogden front right.

Recent alumni gathered  
on center court after  
the Alumni Basketball  
Game on Dec. 22, 2023.

Stevie’s Senior Photo
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Athletic Hall of FameAthletic Hall of Fame

Save the date of Saturday, May 4, 2024 to celebrate the newest 
inductees into the Saint George’s School Athletic Hall of Fame.  
More details and sign-up information coming soon!

Individuals	 		
	  
Mike Halvorson	 1969
Mike was Border League Tournament 
Champion in Golf with 28-5-3 record 
in head-to-head matches.

Erik Muelheims	 2014	
Erik was All-League and All-State in 
Soccer and Basketball, scoring 1627 
points. 

Will Tender		  2014	
Will was All-League, All-State, and 
started the most games in Boys Bas-
ketball history, scoring 1246 point.  
Also on State Track & Cross Country 
teams. 

Dexter Sienko	 2014	
Dexter scored 1560 points in 3 years 
of Basketball, earning League MVP 
and All-State honors.  Also a 3-year 
starter in Baseball and played Soccer.

The 2024 Hall of Fame inductees will include:

Teams 	 		
 	  
2012-2013 & 2013-2014  
Boys Basketball		
Team was 2013 State Champions 
and 2014 State Runner up, with a 
58-2 record over 2-year period.	  

2015 & 2016 Boys Soccer 	
Teams were back-to-back State 
Champions.	  

1967-1968 Girls Golf
First championship team in SGS 
history, winning the Fall, Spring, 
and Overall City League titles.

1988-1989 & 1989-1990  
Girls Basketball 
Teams laid the foundation for the 
Girls Basketball success for next 2 
decades.

Coaches/
Supporters	
	
Tammy Dix-Jensen   
Tammy was Boys and Girls Golf 
coach, leading girls to first City 
Championship and boys to first 
State Tournament.  Also USA and 
North American Grand Slalom 
Champion skier.

Rick Riley 		
Rick coached Track and Cross 
Country teams and individual 
runners to State Championships.  
Also National High School 2-Mile 
Champion and Pac-8 Conference 
Champion runner.

Friends of Metter’s	
Six decades of supporters of  
Metter’s Gym, dedicated in 1964, 
will be recognized.   
Speaker: Paul Mann.

Collin Cremers	 2016	
Collin was Co-State Player of the Year 
in Soccer.  Also All-League in Bas-
ketball and played Tennis doubles at 
State. 

Isaac Werkman	 2016	
Isaac was All-League in Baseball for 3 
years and a 2-year starter in Basketball.  
Also All-GSL twice in Football.

Madison Ward		 2017	
Madison was an 11-time State Cham-
pion running on SGS Track & Cross 
Country teams.

Hailey Higashi	 2017	
Hailey scored 1785 career points in 
Basketball as an All-League and All-
State athlete.
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