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The Best of Times

Dear SGS Friends,

As the academic year comes to a close,
it is with great pride and enthusiasm that we
reflect on the remarkable achievements and
positive energy that have defined our school
community throughout the year. From the
amazing spirit of our students to the dedi-
cated efforts of our teachers and the unwaver-
ing support of our parents, this year has truly
been one for the books.

One outstanding accomplishment that
deserves special recognition is Saint George’s
capturing its third consecutive WIAA Scholas-
tic Cup for 2B schools. This prestigious award
is a testament to the collective efforts of our
entire community. It showcases the academic
achievements, athletic successes, and extra-
curricular involvement that make our school
truly exceptional.

Speaking of achievements, the Class
of 2023 has left an indelible mark on our
school’s history. This yeat’s graduating class
received over $9.2 million in scholarships
and other merit aid from the colleges they've
applied to. Their dedication, hard work, and
pursuit of excellence have paid off, opening
doors to bright futures and promising op-
portunities. As we bid farewell to the Class
of 2023, we are filled with immense pride
and optimism for the bright futures that await
them.

The performing arts have thrived at our

school, with stage productions featuring per-

SGS Team Points for Scholastic Cup

Type Sport/Activity Place
Activity Cross Country - Boys 3rd
Activity Cross Country - Girls 3rd
Activity Golf - Boys 3rd
Activity Soccer - Boys 3rd
Activity Soccer - Girls 2nd
Activity Tennis - Boys 6th Tie
Activity Tennis - Girls 4th
Activity Track & Field - Boys 1st
Activity Track & Field - Girls 1st
Sportsmanship

formers from 5th grade through 12th grade.
These talented students have filled Founders
Theater with captivating music and drama
performances, showcasing their creative abili-
ties and leaving us spellbound. Their perfor-
mances have not only entertained but also
fostered a sense of unity and appreciation for
the arts within our community.

Sports have been another area of im-
mense success for our school. This spring, our
athletic teams brought home state trophies in
all three sports (Golf, Tennis, Track). Notably,
our boys and girls track & field teams both
won State Championships. These victories
demonstrate the incredible talent, teamwork,
and dedication exhibited by our student-
athletes, coaches, and supporters.

As we celebrate these accomplishments,
it is important to recognize that the true es-
sence of our school lies in the collective Best
Efforts of our students, teachers, coaches, and
parents. The commitment to academic excel-
lence, athletic achievement, and the arts has
created a vibrant and inclusive environment
that fosters growth and success.

Congratulations to all our Dragons who
contributed to this highly successful year with
their Best Efforts at Saint George’s School.
Together we had great accomplishments, and
together we will continue to make a positive

impact on the world around us.
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Jamie Tender,
Head of School

“Winning the
Scholastic
Cup show-
cases the
academic
achievements,
athletic
successes,
and extra-
curricular
involvement
that make our
school truly
exceptional.”
- Jamie
Tender

Sincerely,

— Jamie Tender, Head of School
Scholastic Basketball - Boys 2nd 80
Points Scholastic Basketball - Girls 6th 40
Scholastic Choir st 100
60 Scholastic Cross Country - Boys 6th 40
60 Scholastic Cross Country - Girls 2nd 80
60 Scholastic Drama st 100
60 Scholastic Golf - Boys 3rd 60
80 Scholastic Soccer - Boys ist 100
40 Scholastic Soccer - Girls 2nd 80
40 Scholastic Tennis - Boys 2nd 80
100 Scholastic Tennis - Girls 3rd 60
100 Scholastic Track & Field - Boys 7th 30
25 Total: 1,475

3




SGS Teachers Share:

1. Why They Got into Teaching,
2. How They Came to SGS,

3. A Favorite Lesson, and

4. Advice for Their Students

3 SR
VR

L. I love teaching kindergarten because it feels like a special
privilege to be the person who welcomes little people into
their first experience at “big kid school.” Seeing students learn Woodland
and grow when everything is new is really rewarding. I also
have a lot of empathy for the parents who are sending their
babies away for the first time and it is fun for me to develop
relationships with each family.
2. I completed a student teaching practicum with Erika’s
kindergarten class in 2022 and I just fell in love with the
people, the program, and the campus. The faculty at SGS is
like a family, and I am grateful each day that I get to work
alongside so many exceptional educators.
3« My favorite lesson to teach is probably when we choose
our “superpowers” for the neighborhoods unit. Students must
reflect on their work and experience in the first semester of
kindergarten to decide which SGS core value they are already *
good at, and which they would like to work on as we move ' *
through our communities project. A lot of kids said that
giving “best efforts” was their superpower. Some students
chose “honesty” as their weakness and told stories about times
they lied to their dad or their teacher. Other students chose
“respect” as their weakness and talked about remembering to
raise their hands or keep their hands to themselves.
4. Nothing has to be perfect, and as long as you are giving
your best efforts, the product will be something worthwhile.
— Shantel Woodland, Kindergarten Teacher
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Pedro
Tomazzelli

X, After spending the majority of my working career coach-
ing and teaching junior high and high school students, I
decided to go back and get my Masters in Teaching. I hon-
estly love all the grades I have taught over the years, but there
is something special about 4th graders. They are at such a
unique point in their life. They are curious, excited, intrigued,
loving, and just so fun. They are still willing to show you love
and affection, and accept your guidance with enthusiasm.
2. 1 actually attended and graduated from NWC in 1996...
had a deep loathing for the Dragons, LOL! I ended up going
to SFCC and from there, The University of Montana on a full
soccer scholarship. When I came back, [ was playing on a coed
soccer team, when the referee talked to me about coaching
soccer with him at Saint George’s... during the game! After
thinking it over, I decided I would love to get back into coach-
ing. As I showed up that beautiful summer day, I discovered I
was going to be coaching BOYS soccer. 1 was so drawn to the
quality of the community, the high expectations the kids had
for themselves, and their willingness to be risk-takers. 1 love
this school and the people who make it what it is, past, pres-
ent, and future Dragons.
3. My favorite activity to teach in the 4th grade is probably
science. All of fourth grade science intertwines from one to
another. We get to teach about microworlds, which leads into
invasive species, which leads to water quality, which leads into
macroinvertebrates, and then to biomes. It is all connected,
and it connects our beautiful campus and water sources. They
do water testing and upload their data to the riverkeepers web-
site. They take ownership of their beautiful campus, explore it,
study it, and enjoy it.
4. We talk a lot about this in the 4th grade: The only things
in life that YOU can control are your attitude, effort, and
response. OWN THOSE THINGS!

— Heidi Schillinger, 4th Grade Co-Teacher

X. As someone who has lived outside the U.S. for a significant
part of my life, learning languages and cultures has always been
a big part of my life. Learning a language has significant benefits
to the executive function of the brain, and there is no better
time to start than elementary school since their brains soak up
all that language like sponges.

2. I started working at Saint George’s in 2021, and there
were a few things that attracted me to this school. The beauti-
ful campus and the fact that teachers are encouraged to use it
as a teaching tool, the strong sense of community that thrives
at SGS, and the emphasis on languages and cultures, as it is an
international school.

3. My favorite lesson is a 4th grade restaurant unit, where
students learn food vocabulary, likes and dislikes, foods and
traditions from Spanish speaking countries, and a restaurant
simulation to prepare students to order in a restaurant for real.
Once students are very confident in their vocabulary, and we’ve
had several times to practice, students call De Leon’s and order
a meal in Spanish. We then bring the food to campus and have
a classroom party playing our favorite Spanish games while
enjoying some delicious food.

4. One of the things I try to pass on to my students is to al-
ways approach new situations with an open mind and a willing-
ness to try, even if they do not think they will enjoy it.

— Pedro Tomazzelli, Lower School Spanish Teacher

Heidi
Schillinger
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L. I have always loved art. As a child, I was lucky to have two grandmothers
who were artists, and we would make art together when I visited. I took art
classes through high school, and went on to get my master’s degree in art. I
also enjoyed working with kids from a young age. Growing up I babysat, volun-
teered in my church’s nursery, and worked at summer camps. I love the energy
and excitement kids have as they learn about the world around them. Now [
get to do my dream job and make art with kids all day. It’s the best!

2. I came to Saint George’s in 2003. After four years of teaching in a public
school, I was excited to have smaller class sizes and more flexibility in planning
lessons/choosing my curriculum. Plus, after the first time I drove on to this
stunning campus, I just knew I had to work here.

3. I love doing clay projects with students. I haven’t met a kid yet that wasn’t
excited to work with clay. Since clay is three dimensional, it makes us use our
brains in different ways. Students who find drawing challenging may connect
more with sculpting. And while I find all types of art pretty magical, there is

something so interesting about the transformation clay makes from a ball of

mud into a beautiful shiny creation.

4. Never stop creating. Find your creative passion and make time to do it

for the rest of your life. Whether that is making art, music, dancing, acting, or
something else, having a way to express yourself on a regular basis is impor-
tant. Your creative outlets can bring so much joy to your life, and they are great
opportunities to build your community and connect with others.

— Jennifer Davenport, Lower School Art &

Upper School Ceramics Teacher

Jennifer
Davenport

. I started teaching a World Geography class when I did my student teaching at
Northwood MS. When I took over the 6th grade position here at SGS, the class was
already verging on a World Cultures type vibe so I went with it and it has turned into a
trip around the world to learn more about how people live their daily lives. It is constantly
evolving and changing, and that is why I love it. 6th graders are a great group to teach
because they are still young enough to see you as an authority figure and are also still goofy
and like to have fun. It’s a nice balance!
2. [ began teaching at SGS in 2012 as a .4 11th grade US History teacher and have been
teaching 6th grade since 2014 so I believe this is my 10th year teaching this class. I came to
the school as a varsity basketball assistant coach for Pep and it evolved into a teaching and
coaching position.
3. One of my favorite lessons to teach is about how the Earth works. I have a student
stand in the center of the room and they become the sun. Another student orbits them,
spinning at a tilt of 23.5 degrees while also orbiting the sun. It is very entertaining to
watch as they attempt to move really fast while tilted, spinning, and orbiting at the same
time! We then break down hemispheres, equator, tropic zones, the arctic and Antarctic
Circles, and their minds are blown when we talk about places on Earth receiving 24 hours
of sunlight or no sunlight based on the location and tilt of our Earth. The goal is to get
the kids to understand that our Earth, its tilt, and people’s location on it matter and affect
how people choose, or are forced, to live.
4. Don’t take life in middle and high school so seriously. Things happen that may seem
big at the moment, but they won’t later on. Enjoy your time with your friends and family,
enjoy being a kid and don’t stress about the “little” things when they arise.

— Brad Kirsch, 6th Grade Teacher



Bethany
Baldwin

1 X [ was taking classes after work while living in Seattle and enjoyed taking sport related
classes such as racquet ball and karate. Once while waiting to play a game of racquet ball,
asked the instructor how he ended up teaching sports at the college. He mentioned he used
to teach PE in public schools and decided to get his master’s degree so that he could instruct
at the college level. It was that brief interaction that sparked my interest into becoming a
physical education teacher.
2. | began teaching at SGS in September of 2004. My closest friend Jerry White was teach-
ing at SGS at that time, and he suggested that I consider applying for the new PE position at
the middle school. I applied during the spring of 2004 and visited the campus and met with
Jamie Tender, who was the Head of the Middle School at the time. I was immediately floored
by the amazing campus and the opportunity to design a brand-new PE curriculum.
3. I enjoy teaching many units, games, activities, but [ think my favorite is the unit called
Survivor Challenge. I initially came up with this idea to start the school year off with my
freshmen classes. The purpose was to afford the students with teambuilding initiatives and
challenges that required communication, problem solving, outdoor skills, physical stamina,
and fun. The kids learn about the 10 essentials for survival, archery skills, the basics of start-
3 ing a “leave no trace” fire, and collaborating to build a tent blindfolded, and collect water
. from the river using bottles and pipes.
. 4. Don’t take yourself too seriously. Be curious, and go outside.
— Jim Tuck, Middle School Physical Education and
Upper School Health & Fitness Instructor

: ‘-4!’ ; 4 L. I've always enjoyed doing math and learning the sciences throughout my
P um ORAGD, NS .~ M timein school and always liked working with students. As I have worked with

a variety of ages, 5th or 6th grade were preferred because I knew I wanted to

"'m '_ ' work with younger students but still be able to engage in deeper thought and

discussion.

2. 1 love being outdoors hiking, camping, fishing, etc. My family actually
relocated to Spokane for better outdoor recreational opportunities. So, when I
started looking for a teaching job, SGS quickly caught my attention because of
all the awesome outdoor opportunities it had. I was very eager and excited to
start teaching at SGS in 2022.

3. I particularly enjoy teaching math, specifically pre-algebra. It is often the
first time students are introduced to variables and problems and it is fun to
watch them learn and take on such a new topic.

4. 1f there is something that you are interested in, go do it and get involved
no matter what anyone else thinks.

— Bethany Baldwin, 6th Grade Teacher
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K. As a child I was always making art, so [ think I always knew I wanted to
pursue something creative. When I started to think of a career path in high
school, I was enrolled in a fashion design class and for a moment I wanted
to become a fashion designer. After some thinking and realizing I enjoyed
babysitting, I decided to mix my love for art and helping children to pursue my
degree in art education. Seeing students discover the world through art still
amazes me. I love how art can connect people in all walks of life.
2. This is my first year at SGS and I was attracted to the community, the
beautiful campus and how we value the arts here.
3. [ love open-ended art lessons the best. Students all think differently and
are attracted to different art media, so this allows for many possibilities. Cur-
rently my 10th graders are working on the theme of “artists communicate.”
We discuss a few different artworks and ask the questions, “What is the artist
trying to communicate to the viewer with this art!” and “How did they use
the materials to effectively communicate that idea?” Sometimes artist com-
municate feelings like warmth or love, other times they want to draw attention
to something they think is important for the viewer to know/learn. Students
can deep dive into any type of artwork and practice skills for their final work,
whether that is drawing, painting, digital art, stop motion, sculpture or collage.
With this lesson, students develop a concept, learn to use their artist voice and
discover that art is powerful.
4. Trust the process! The process of making art, the process of your day to
day and the process of your journey in life.

— Allie McBride, Upper School Art Teacher

L. I have always been a voracious reader and love the art of storytelling, no
matter the form. I love books, theatre, television, spoken word, music—anything

that involves a soul expressing. Finding ways to teach and produce these stories

is always a joy. I had many inspiring teachers along the way (shout out to Ms. Til-
lison and Ms. Hoskings).
2. I began teaching at Saint George’s School in the fall of 2019. That date
tells you I experienced the wild pandemic ride right off the bat! The things that
attracted me to the school, such as small classroom sizes, creative professional
autonomy, and a strong community, are all the things that paid off during the
pandemic teaching years!
3. I love teaching Shakespeare! As I tell my students, the reason we study
Shakespeare isn’t because he is the only great writer in the world. There are
plenty of voices around the world and throughout time that could arguably rival
The Bard. We study Shakespeare because, in addition to the universal themes he
explored, he is also one the most widely referenced authors in history. Studying
Shakespeare allows us to analyze other works inspired by his plays and to recog-
nize millions of cultural allusions. Shakespeare also serves as an excellent vehicle
for my students to learn about iambic pentameter, rhyme schemes, sonnets,
public speaking, stage directions, characterization, and more!
d. People have more than one version of themselves throughout their life. Do
not stress about what you want to do forever because forever is not a reality. Stay
socially minded, find your community, and create!

— Brook Bassett, Middle School English Teacher, MS/US Drama Director
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L. Growing up in a rural area with a family that liked to camp and backpack
into even more rural areas, I was always curious about all things related to nature.
That was my gateway and was further supported by my parents and an excellent
high school biology teacher, Mr. B, in Chewelah. Moving beyond high school 1
just followed this passion which led me to getting a PhD in Molecular, Cellular
and Developmental Biology and my continued push to publish research.

2+ When I was pursuing my PhD, I had the opportunity to be an instructor for
a course and that experience opened my eyes to how much I enjoyed the process
of thinking about pedagogy and inspiring curiosity in students. At Saint George’s
I have the academic freedom to shape my courses around my strengths and vision,
which is something that I appreciate and the reason why I started teaching here.
The student body and wider community is are reasons I continue to teach here
and why I came back after a hiatus at Tulane University.

3. One unit I like to teach is genetics because the students get exposed to all

The 5th Question:

the molecular techniques used in the foundational studies and learn how to work

If they were trapped on a with molecules that are so small we cannot even see them. These techniques
desert island, what books include DNA extraction, Polymerase Chain Reaction, and DNA electrophoresis.
or movies would each of Coming out of this unit opens up a whole new way to think about how science is
these teachers choose? done and a better understanding of what modern science looks like in research
. laboratories.
S 4. When thinking about what you want to do with your life, find something
.:i' { QR Code that positively impacts your community. That is where you will find the most
to find out!

satisfaction.

— Ian Townley, Upper School Chemistry & Biology Teacher

. It’s a funny story, really tied to circumstance. I originally wanted to take French but my high

school in San Antonio, Texas only offered Spanish! It turned out to be a blessing in disguise J?ll!le
Billings

because my Spanish teachers were some of the most dynamic, creative, and compassionate educa-
tors who made language come alive. [ ultimately majored in Spanish and loved my studies and
experience in Spain so much that I went to graduate school (twice!) ~ Foreign Languages & Cultures
at WSU and Hispanic Studies at Brown University. I taught numerous undergraduate Spanish
language and conversation courses. Those classes and students were always highlights of my day!
2. When my son was born in 2017, it was really important to me to be able to raise him closer to
family. I was living on the west side, but having lived in Spokane previously, I already knew of SGS.
When the opening for a MS/US Spanish teacher was posted, [ knew I had to apply! Coming to
SGS was one of the best decisions ~ I have met some of my closest friends here and was supported
through one of the most difficult times in my life.

3. If I had to choose only one activity, it would be reading with students. Each book we read
opens up a new world to explore a different Spanish speaking country, whether it is food, celebra-
tions, geography, or history, while also acquiring and improving language skills. I am very proud of
our robust reading program in the secondary curriculum. I believe that students learn empathy and
the power of stories—those we read about, those that are unsaid, and those that we go on to tell.

4. 1 love quotes! Here are a few of my favorite nuggets of wisdom: “Never lose the good of a bad

experience.” “Being kind is more important than being right. What people often need is not a bril-
liant mind that speaks but a caring heart that listens.” “Never bypass an open restroom.”
— Jamie Billings, Middle & Upper School Spanish Teacher
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“One of the

things I’ take

to Panama

from my

time at SGS

is the value

of a small

community

where you

know your

students and

their parents.”

- Francesca

Mulazzi,
Ed.D.

“The natural environment of this campus
called to me,” says Head of Upper School
Francesca Mulazzi about her arrival at Saint
George’s in 2019. “I work here, but also
walk the dogs on evenings and weekends,
and enjoy bird watching.” Coming from
an international school in southern Africa,
she was used to avoiding tall grass where
scorpions and snakes lived. “My husband and
[ were looking for a place to walk in nature,
and this feels like our own private park!”

Having taught in and coordinated the IB
Diploma Program in Zambia, Saint George’s
IBDP was an academic attraction to Francesca
as well. “I've enjoyed the way SGS integrates
nature into the curriculum, from bird
watching in Outdoor Pursuits class to the IB
Group 4 (Sciences) project collecting data on
the Little Spokane River.”

Now that she is preparing to leave Saint
George’s this summer for a new role as high
school principal of the International School
in Panama City, Panama, Francesca looked

back on some of her accomplishments from
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her fouryear tenure, what she appreciates
most about SGS, and what attracted her to
Panama.

“I've worked to deepen our practices
around the IB, such as instituting mock
exams for grades 11 and 12 and reviewing
past papers to better prepare our students,”
she says. She also encouraged conversations
across disciplines to share ideas about
teaching in different classrooms.

But the three things she is most proud of
from her time at SGS include:

1. Adding awareness of student
assessment: “When we talk about student
achievement, we want to see them learning
skills and concepts and not just doing
assignments to earn points.”

2. Deepening the IB for Diploma
students: “I collaborated with David Holte on
support for the Extended Essay class as they
learned to do an in-depth research project.
We are seeing more A’s and B’s and higher
scores on students’ Extended Essays — results

that directly transfer to college readiness.”




3. Prioritizing students’ mental health:
“We've recognized that our students’ social
and emotional health is key to whether
they can handle the academics here. It’s a
challenge being an adolescent these days, so
how can we help kids be stronger?”

Francesca faced her own challenges
as a new administrator when Covid hit
in 2020. “I was fortunate to be at Saint
George’s during the pandemic,” she says.
“Jamie Tender’s steady leadership and focus
on students made this as peaceful a place
to weather it as possible. I have a friend
in Thailand whose school did only online
learning for two years, whereas SGS was back
to in-person learning within months!”

“From Jamie, I also learned the power
of pausing and processing a situation to
make thoughtful decisions, especially when
engaging with our families.”

“I'll say that this is the most highly
functional administrative team that I've
worked on, and everyone put in extra effort
during the pandemic. I've particularly valued
collaborating with Joelle Neiwert (Head of
Middle School); our values really align and
she lifts up people beside her, including me.
I've followed her lead a lot.”

“One of the things I'll take to Panama
from my time at SGS is the value of a small
community where you know your students
and their parents. Just as I've tried to do here,
I'll work to build meaningful relationships
with students and value the school’s
partnerships with families.”

And why Panama? It’s a larger school
that will stretch her skills and give her more
responsibilities. And Francesca is not afraid
of jumping into a new country. “I've learned
a lot from seven different heads of schools
on multiple continents. Because I've moved
so much, I learn from each community. It’s
exciting to see what I'll learn at my next stop.”

With its jungles and tropical birds,
Panama also fits her love of nature. “And
it won’t hurt that we will be close to two
oceans,” she admits with a smile.

— John Carter, Communications Director

Faculty
Farewells

In the short time that he has taught
Physics and coached Esports at Saint
George’s School, Ross Miller has
made a positive impact on the Upper
School. Knowing that students were
coming out of a pandemic where ex-
periments and hands on learning were

difficult, Ross focused on creating op-

portunities for students to learn by do-
ing. In his first months at SGS, Physics
students were testing momentum and
velocity with toy vehicles, runways, and ramps in the Upper School
hallways! Ross challenges students through inquiry-driven learning
and his vision was to build solid foundations for scientific thinking.
Ross also launched the first Computer Science Principles course at
SGS, empowering students to code and build applications. Ross leaves
SGS to explore additional opportunities as a scientist and as an educa-
tor. We wish him the best of luck and will remember his kindness and
his commitment to learning with the community.

— Francesca Mulazzi, Ed.D, Head of Upper School

Claire Tau arrived at Saint
George’s School in August 2021, bring-
ing an independent school background,
IB experience, and expertise in creating
digital learning activities for students.
Claire helped to deepen the World
Language department’s collaboration,

which continually focuses on creating

authentic learning experiences for stu-
dents with the progressive and effective
comprehensible input model. Speaking
in another language can be scary for students; Claire has created a
welcoming classroom where all students feel empowered to speak
and learn. A kind and thoughtful teacher, Claire served as a Grade
Level and Advisory Team leader in the 2021-2022 school year. Claire
also made significant contributions to the Upper School assessment
conversations, modeling what it means to be a member of a collabora-
tive community of learners. Claire will leave SGS to share her teacher
expertise with PowerSchool. We wish her luck in her new challenge
and will miss her.

— Francesca Mulazzi, Ed.D, Head of Upper School
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The Class of 2023

Inspiring
Words
for an
Inspiring
Class

Ava Bush,
addresses.the
Class of 2023

Graduation
See more photos from
commencement for
the Class of 2023 at
WWW.sgs.org/
magazine or scan
this QR Code:

Welcome friends, family, and teachers to the
Saint George’s class of 2023 graduation. 'm
Ava Bush and it’s an honor to be standing here
in front of this incredible graduating class on
one of the major milestones of our lives.

I want to thank you all for having such a
significant role in helping us get where we are
today. The foundation that has been built by
this community has given us the opportuni-
ties to grow into the people that sit before
you. To our teachers and family, you have set
high expectations, challenged our thoughts,
and pushed us to see a bigger picture. I am
sure there were days when you were not sure
we would rise to the occasion, and days when
you shook your head wondering what we were
thinking. But do know that your dedication to
us made a difference.

To my classmates, you inspire me. As you
may have heard, we received over 9 million dol-
lars in merit scholarships with a 100% accep-
tance to 4-year colleges. We have accomplished
this while under unprecedented circumstances.

While this is amazing and record breaking,
there is even more to know about us. We are
athletes, scholars, and artists. We have strived
to be the best versions of ourselves here at
Saint George’s while shining outside of school.

There is Lilly, who leaves me in awe by
the beauty and grace of her silks performances.
Gabe, your leadership in Esports has given
others opportunities to pursue their passion.
Quincy and Minnie, your daily activities in
dance and swim demonstrates true commit-
ment. John, your community service work with
the Ronald McDonald House helped others in
need. Margreit and Tanner, along with others
who have excelled in sports at school while
competing in demanding club sports is
impressive.

I am inspired by all of you because you
are smart, talented, and because you have
embraced the opportunity we have been given
here and are living to your fullest potential. I
am truly honored to call these people my fellow
graduates and friends.
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Reflecting on our past year, we
began our series of lasts here at Saint
George’s. Our last Dragon Dance on
this very lawn, last overnight trip, last
conversations in the senior lounge, and
our last prom on Lake Coeur d’Alene
which includes Hadlie’s last worm on
the dance floor. As we look back, 1
hope we measure our time here, not
by our grades, or the years, but in the
friendships and memories we've made
together.

Today we celebrate the conclusion
of a 13-year journey where our time

here is marked by our memories. Today

is also a beginning of a new journey where we
experience new firsts. We will have our first day
of college, get the first homesick feeling, and
meet all new people. From this point, our path
diverges into 29 different roads that lead us to
our next chapters and milestones. These new
roads include colleges such as the University of
Chicago, Marquette, Lafayette, Eastern Wash-
ington, Loyola New Orleans, Grand Canyon,
University of Washington, Loyola Marymount
and many more.

Before we say goodbye, I want to share a
few thoughts with you that I am going to take
with me from my time at Saint George’s.

1. What I learned from myself... Practice
gratitude every day and never lose sight of how
blessed we are.

2. What I learned from Ronan... Always be
kind. Kindness is a sign of strength that can
have a profound impact on yourself and others.
3. What I learned from each of you... Be
brave, take risks, and recognize that failure is a
necessary part of growing.

With that, I leave my fellow graduates
with this from Winnie the Pooh as we close
this chapter and open a new one. “Promise
me you'll remember: you're braver than you
believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter
than you think.”

Congratulations to the class of 2023!

— Ava Bush, Class of 2023
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The Class of 2023
Will Attend These
Colleges &
Universities

Juliane Bekhazi

Smith College

Annika Bergquist

Marquette University

Lucy Bowers

Eastern Washington University
Quincy Brown

University of Arizona

Ava Bush

Oklahoma State University
Anna Field

Loyola University, New Orleans

Margreit Galow

Carroll College

Lilly Glennie

California Baptist University
Ronan Gortler

Eastern Washington University
Gabriel Gustafson

Purdue University

Nathan Henning

Whitworth University
Hadlie Kaiser

Grand Canyon University

Bianca Massman
Stanford University

Gibson Montgomery
Loyola University, New Orleans

Travis Morris
Gonzaga University
Johnathon Nowland
Davidson College

Minnie Ohnback

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
Jiaqi (Steph) Pan

Santa Clara University
Skyler Peplinski
University of Idaho

Kala Reaves

University of Chicago
Annie Sawyer
University of the Pacific
Nelson Steele

Utah State University
Benjamin Sudlow
University of Washington
Yasmine Tehrani

Loyola Marymount University
Tanner Watkins

Gonzaga University
Luke Whitman

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo
Clara Witmer

z Lafayette College

F I .I Pelayo Zalba Montes
| ’ r ' ] | | ” I IE University, Madrid
{
| You (Oscar) Zhou
! University of Washington
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Dragon Athletics

Clara Witmer
handle

ball
'S

" Shawn | Jones is backed up
by Tanner Watkins and
- John Nowland

Below: Annika Bergquist
and Margreit Galow hold
“1,000 Career Points” balls

-
Girls Basketball

It’s hard not to think of the 2022-23 bas-
ketball season as one of ups and downs. For
all our lofty goals, we ran into one week where
we lost close game after close game, ending
our season in a battle against the state finalist.
Playoffs didn’t go the way we planned, but the
reality is we were two points away from playing
in a District Championship and probably
guaranteeing our spot in the Spokane Arena.

On the other hand, I could talk about a
14-1 league record that notched us a NE 2B
League Championship. I could go on and on
about our individual and team accomplish-
ments, including seniors Margreit Galow and
Anni Bergquist reaching 1,000 career points,
along with a league MVP in Margreit and a
First Team All-League selection in Anni!

Thinking about where we started in
November 2021, to call ourselves League
Champions is a testament to the commitment
this team made to getting better. After a slow
start with several players missing, we took off.
Wins over Bonners Ferry at Christmas and
Liberty coming into the new year catapulted
us to a 15-5 regular season. During that run,
we showed that we could win in different
ways with different players stepping up to hit
big shots or make big plays when we needed
it. We swept aside Davenport, Reardan, and
Northwest Christian, took back our home
court on Senior Night, and cut down the nets
to celebrate our accomplishment. It was so
much fun watching the gitls climb that ladder
and take a piece of history with them (once we
found some scissors that would work).

While we compete and play for ourselves
and our teammates, we also experience some
of life’s greatest lessons. This group will be
able to lean on those lessons and we will all be
better for it. The girls gave it everything they
had. As a coach, I can be satisfied with that!

To the seniors, Margreit,
Anni, Clara, and Skyler, you
established this! You bought
in to what we were preaching
and stayed the course as we
navigated these last two years.

The legacy you leave behind
with this program will last, and
as these girls continue to see
success on the court and in life,
you will be a major part of that
success.
— Brad Kirsch, Head Girls
Basketball Coach
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Boys Basketball

Tg2022—2023 Northeast 2B League was
the toughest league I have been a part of in my
22 years of coaching at Saint George’s. We had
to compete at a high level throughout the year
to get a shot at the State Tournament. We fell
just 5 points short to Brewster (ultimately the
2nd place team at State) from achieving our goal
of getting to the Arena. There is no doubt in
my mind that most years, this team would have
been on the floor at State. We had so many
pieces to the puzzle ~ we could go small and play
quick. We could play big and slow things down.
For the most part, we could dictate defensively
and turn turnovers and bad shots into buckets.

But our greatest asset this year was team
chemistry. This group was so much fun to
coach. They got along and pushed each other
to get better. They all celebrated each other’s
successes more than they did their own.

The seniors have shown great leadership:
John Nowland (Captain) was our team
leader in rebounds, blocked shots, and shooting
percentage this season. John shot 74% from the
free throw line, the best by a post player in the
last 22 years, and wraps up his SGS career with

545 points and 473 rebounds.

Ben Sudlow’s defensive intensity and grit
made it tough to take him off the court. His
work ethic is infectious, and he was often our
spark this season.

Tanner Watkins (Captain) is a four-year
varsity player and had some big games offen-
sively over his career. His improvement from
freshman to senior year was huge. Tanner ends
his career with 593 points, and we are excited to
see him perform at the next level in soccer!

Oscar Zhou is the glue guy on our team,
bringing levity when we desperately needed it.
He is loved by his teammates and coaches.

They have left the program in great hands.
It will be up to the returners to take it to the
next level and get back to competing for a trip to
the state tournament.

— Ryan Peplinski, Head Boys

Basketball Coach




Boys & Girls Tennis

The Saint George’s tennis program had a
wonderful turnout by over 24 different athletes
from four different countries. The regular sea-
son went well, with the Dragons often coming
out ahead of our opponents. The real test of
the season always came against the reigning 2B
State Champs in Chewelah. Every match was
closely contested, and the match result often
came down to the final set.

In the post season, the boys showcased
dominance over the league, capturing both the
District Title and the Regional Championship
led by the stellar play of Robert DeForest (1st
in District and Regionals), Isaac Kos (2nd in
District, Qualified for Regionals), Brady Nos-
baum (Qualified for Districts), Pelayo Zalba
Montes & Gabin Joly (st in Districts and Re-
gionals), and Ian Reichel & Gannon Sanborn
(3rd in Districts and Qualified for Regionals).
We were fortunate to have Robert, Pelayo and
Gabin qualify for State.

On the girls side of Districts, we had sev-
eral athletes qualify and give their best efforts
against Chewelah. The athletes that competed
in Districts were Reagan Heller, Jessie Sawyer,
Bianca Massman & Yasmine Tehrani, and An-
nie Sawyer & Kalea Schlenker. The doubles
pairing of Annie and Kalea qualified for State
with a 2nd place finish in the Doubles bracket.

On Friday at the State Tournament in
Yakima, the boys continued their dominance
with Pelayo and Gabin going 2-0 for the day
and putting themselves into the Semifinals for
the Doubles Bracket. Robert also was 1-1 in
his singles matches for the day against top play-
ers from the west side of the state. The girls
also fought hard on Friday to go 2-0, winning

Boys & Girls Tennis
players and coaches at State

Boys & Girls Golf

Another successful season of golf is in the
books! This year we had six boys on the team,
and one gitl. More than half the team were
seniors, and more than half the team were
returning players from last season. Returning
athletes included Nate Henning, Matthew
Longstreth, Tanner Watkings, and Luke Whit-
man. This year the team welcomed another
freshman (Nolan Rich), an 8th grader (Fiona
Sheafor-Generaux), basketball big man John
Nowland, and a new coach — Jason Reeder.

The season was full of highlights, includ-
ing Matt Longstreth shooting an even par 72
at Deer Park, Nate Henning shooting UNDER
PAR at Colville, four District qualifiers (Nate,
Matt, Luke and Tanner), and two State quali-
fiers (Nate and Matt). Both Nate and Matt
received all league honors, and Nate received
the award for Sportsman of the Year for the
entire district.

Matt finished 5th individually at State,
Nate finished 19th, and the team finished 3rd

several tough matches to reach the Finals of overall! The team also received the academic Above: Kalea Schlenker and

the Doubles Bracket.

On Saturday, the boys ran into some

award for the team in all of Spokane with the Annie Sawyer won the Girls
highest GPA. Way to go, Dragons! Doubles title and the 4th

tough competition, but competed to the best — Jason Reeder, SGS Golf Coach place team trophy at State

of their abilities. They finished with enough o _

points in team scoring for a tie of sixth place, ~MattLongstreth, Nat

ECoachJason Reed

| wi h-the'_srgl place
tnfog!,ty at State:

the best the team has done since Meghan and
I started coaching several years ago. The girls
peaked against their opponents on Saturday,
winning in dominating fashion to capture the
Doubles Championship for 1B/2B Girls! The
girls also scored enough points as a single pair
to finish 4th place overall in team scoring!

Qur athletes grew as tennis players and
individuals. We cannot wait for next season
with much of our team returning to defend
our position atop the 2B tennis world!

— Matt Melka, Head Tennis Coach
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Boys & Girls
Track and
Field Teams
Win State
Titles on the
Same Day

Shawn Jones gets ready
to add the 400m win
to his 800m title

Combined Boys & Girls
State Champions with
their medals and big
trophies in Yakima
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Coming into the 2023 season, the Saint
George’s track and field team had massive
expectations for the upcoming campaign.
With an unprecedented turnout there was
hope for the rare double of boys’ and girls’
team State Championships. Regular season
highlights included Josie McLaughlin
winning the 1600 meters at both the Pasco
Invite and the Legends Invite in Walla Walla,
as well as sophomore Shawn Jones breaking a
19-year-old SGS record in the 800m with a
run of 1:54.68 at Walla Walla. The Dragon
girls won the District Championship in
Colfax while the Dragon boys finished 3rd.
Both teams were ready for State.

As the bus pulled into the Zaepfel
Stadium parking lot in Yakima on Thursday
afternoon, May 25, hopes were riding high
for both the SGS girls’ and boys’ teams. The
meet got off to a flying start for the Dragons
with the 1600m race. In one of the closest
races in SGS history, junior Ben Morales
dueled with Chewelah’s Cole Foster down
the home stretch with the lead changing
several times. Morales emerged victorious
with a final lunge at the tape beating Foster

by eight one thousandths of a second
(3:24.381 to 3:24.389).

NN

~.
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Then the Dragon girls flexed their
muscles. It was a 1-2-3 sweep in the 1600m as
Josie McLaughlin won in a time of 5:19.34,
followed by 8th grader Bella Buckner and
Freshman Regan Thomas. Scoring significant
points also for the Dragons on that 1st day
were junior Henri Osborne, placing 5th in the
Shot Put, and senior Ben Sudlow garnering
3rd in the Triple Jump. Morale was sky high
in the Dragons camp. The page now turned
to Friday.

The second day of the State Champion-
ship is mostly about qualifying for finals on
Saturday. In this the Dragons were largely
successful. Only the boys 4x100m Relay and
sophomore Savvy Briceno in the 400m, who
suffered a quadriceps injury, did not qualify.
There were two scoring events on Friday.
Senior Margreit Galow finished 2nd in the
Long Jump. She was joined on the podium by
sophomore Kaylee Clark, who only started
jumping in earnest this season, finishing 5th.
In the Boys Long Jump, Ben Sudlow and
junior Robby Witmer earned 4 valuable
points for the Dragons with 6th and 8th Place
respectively. Now it was time to see what

Trophy Day held in store for the Dragons.




The Dragon girls got off to a slow start
on Saturday morning, finishing 8th in the
4x200m Relay. Josie McLaughlin and senior
Kala Reaves got the Dragons back on the right
foot as Josie won the 800m for the 2nd
consecutive year, and Kala ran a personal best
to finish 6th. In the 100m race, Margreit
Galow scored 5 valuable points with a 4th
place finish. Then in the Girls 3200m, Bella
Buckner endured the late morning heat to
win with a time of 11:52.29. She was joined
on the podium by Regan Thomas, who
finished 3rd, giving the Dragons 16 more
points. The 4x100m quartet of sophomores
Audra Gliniak, Andee West, Kaylee Clark,
and 8th grader Berkeley Hestdalen produced
5 priceless points with a 4th place finish.

In the Boys 800m, Shawn Jones won in
resounding fashion, giving the Dragons 10
huge points with a time of 1:57.60. Shawn
completed the 800m/400m double by
winning the 400m with a PR of 50.15 to add
to the boys’ total. In the boys 3200m, Ben
Morales, fighting allergies, placed 5th to give
the Dragons 4 more points.

Josie came back to run the 400m,
finishing 3rd. Then in the 300m Hurdles,
Margreit and Berkeley placed 4th and 5th
respectively, both with personal bests, to
collect 9 more points for the Dragons.
Margreit also returned to the track to get 4th
in the 200m.

With only one event left for the boys, the
4x400m Relay, the Dragons had to beat
Chewelah in order to win the State Champi-
onship. Running the opening leg was Ben
Sudlow, the second leg was freshman Per
Sande, the third leg was Ben Morales, fresh
off the 3200m. Morales handed the baton to
Shawn Jones running the anchor leg with
Chewelah significantly ahead. Shawn chased
down the Chewelah runner in the home
stretch to secure the Dragon boys their 1st
team State Championship. The final boys
team score was Dragons 52 and Chewelah 48.

For the girls with two events left, the
team score stood at SGS 100, Okanogan 95.3.

In an amazing effort, improving her personal

best by neatly 2 ¥ feet, Kaylee Clark gave the
Dragons an improbable 2nd place in the
Triple Jump. Then to wrap up the team State
Championship, the girls won the 4x400m
Relay for the 7th consecutive State Meet.
Kala Reeves was the opening leg, Bella
Buckner ran the second leg, Regan Thomas
the third leg, and Josie McLaughlin the
anchor in her third finals of the day, winning
with a time of 4:12.73. The Dragon girls’
defeated Okanogan 116 to 111.3.

This was only the third time in the
history of the 1B/2B State Meet that one
school had won both team championships.
For the girls, it was the second highest point
total in 1B/2B meet history.

Thus concluded the most successful
season in SGS track and field history. The
SGS track season, to quote Shakespeare, was
“such stuff as dreams are made on.”

— Robert Tyllia, Class of 1994,

“The Voice of the Dragons”

Josie McLaughlin on
her way to 800m and
1,600m State wins

c

On the Web

See more photos of
Dragon Athletics at

www.sgs.org/
magazine

or scan this QR code

Girls 4x400—
Relay State
Champidc
for the State
_record-7th™
straight time!
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Lt Col Devon
Christensen
(Class of ‘97)
Made Sure
Space Force
Rockets
Launched
Safely

Lt Col Christensen
at his retirement
ceremony

18

Rocket Science

“There is no more visceral experience than
observing a rocket launch,” says Lt Col
Devon T. Christensen (SGS class of 1997).
“Whether you're on console in the control
room listening to countdown conversations
on multiple comms channels, or if you're out
at the observation point, as soon as that
rocket clears the tower, the glare of the
plume, and the thunderous sound of the
rocket motors splits the air and rattles you
and everything around you. It’s exciting
knowing that another satellite is on its way to
orbit to start its operational mission.”

On March 25, 2023, Lt Col Christensen
retired from the U.S. Air Force after a 21-year
career that led to key roles involved in launch-
ing rockets into space.

After his time at Saint George’s School,
he attended the US Air Force Academy,
earning his degree in aeronautical engineer-
ing and his commission as an Air Force
officer. During his career, Lt Col Chris-
tensen ran developmental testing of combat
unmanned air vehicle systems. He led teams
of engineers and technicians at the Air Force
Research Laboratory developing next
generation, fuel efficient turbine engines for
use in the F-35 and Next Gen Bomber
aircraft. And he conducted the operational
testing and certification of new missile and
high-energy laser weapon systems for the Air
Force Special Operations Command’s
AC-130] gunship.

In his final assignment, Lt Col Chris-
tensen served in two different roles at
Vandenberg Space Force Base on the central
coast of California. From July 2020 through
Dec 2021, he was the Director of Support in
the 2nd Space Launch Squadron (2 SLS),
ensuring the squadron was appropriately
staffed and that the personnel had the
correct training to conduct the Mission
Assurance duties required for government

space launch.
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Mission Assurance came about in the
mid to late 1990’s following a series of launch
mishaps resulting in the complete destruction
of the payloads being launched, several of
which were US intelligence satellites worth
billions of dollars that had taken years to
produce. These mishaps also caused severe
damage to launch infrastructure, which
delayed subsequent launches.

“Interestingly, in several instances the
root cause of these mishaps came back to
simple issues,” according to Lt Col Chris-
tensen, “such as improperly installed
hydraulic lines, frayed or shorted electrical
connections, or contamination in liquid
nitrogen or liquid oxygen used as fuels.”

To prevent this from happening again,
the Department of Defense established
Mission Assurance criteria. “Military officer
engineers and enlisted missile maintenance
technicians would train on and understand
the rocket systems used for government
launches with the engineers from launch
companies like NASA, Boeing, or Northrop
Grumman,” he explained. “Then they would
work side by side with the industry partners
to ensure all of the steps required to prepare
both a rocket and a payload for launch were
correctly carried out, providing the maximum
assurance that the launch mission would
successfully deliver its payload to orbit.”

As the 2 SLS Director of Support, Lt Col
Christensen continued the relentless pursuit
of Mission Assurance by identifying the
newest mechanical, electrical, and system
engineering officers and building assign-
ments for them in the squadron. Upon
arrival, he ensured they completed the
mandatory training on both the ULA Delta
IV-Heavy and Atlas rockets, as well as the
SpaceX Falcon-9 rocket, to work at the launch
complexes with those companies preparing
for launches from Vandenberg SFB.

“In addition, the 2 SLS shepherded the




The officer and enlisted leadership crew

from the 2 SLS who ran mission assurance for
the ULA Delta IV Heavy rocket (in the back-
ground) that launched an intelligence satellite
for the National Reconnaissance Office.

ranges in a manner much more analogous to
how airlines operate out of any domestic or
international airport.

Throughout his career, Devon has always
been supported by friends he made at Saint
George’s. And he relied on the solid
foundation in mathematics, science, and criti-
cal thinking he gained in the classrooms as
keys skills enabling him to fulfill the mission
assurance and policy development duties he
held at Vandenberg SFB.

“The most valuable take aways from my
Air Force career have been working for some

incredibly intelligent leaders and being able

to galvanize the talents and capabilities of

countless men and women into teams

Firefly launch company through its demon-

working together to achieve unimaginable

stration launches to become one of the technical advances that help ensure the

newest private companies certified to launch supremacy and national safety of our
government payloads,” he said.
In January 2022, Lt Col Christensen

transitioned from the 2 SLS to the headquar-

”
country.
“While it is sad to leave that chapter of

my life behind, I'm grateful to have served my

ters of Space Launch Delta 30, the command country, and look forward to starting the

staff that runs all operations at Vandenberg. next chapter of the adventure with my family

In his new role as Chief of Range Policy and in Omaha.”
Integration, Lt Col Christensen sought to

update Federal and State policies for how A 4 - .
Lt Col Christensen (at right) administering the

US Space Force Oath of Office to friend and

new launch companies are certified to

operate. colleague Darin Lister as he promoted to
“Since the beginning of the space age, Lt Col in the US Space Force.

most of the launch and orbital space activity In the background is the coast

has been government or military related,” he of Vandenberg SFB

and the launch site
for the SpaceX
Falcon-9 rockets.

noted. “Only in the last decade or two have
companies like SpaceX and their Starlink
internet service, or Google Earth and
DigiGlobe with their commercial imagery,
truly changed the nature of the space industry
to one that services a far more commercial
market. However, the launch ranges and
processes are still government controlled.”
Considering the shift to a commercial
focus, the US Government is having to
review and revise federal policy to allow space

launch companies to operate from federal
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Hannah
Kwasman ’13
Fights
Wildfires
and Helps
Manage
Forests
Throughout
the West

Hannah Kwasman,
Senior Firefighter

It’s 3pm. Sweat is dripping into my eye. Just
hiked 30 minutes up a steep, forested hillside.
My back aches from carrying line gear and a
chainsaw.

The crew is grouped up, drinking water
and eating a quick snack while our Captain is
scouting up ahead. Some jokes are made.
Eyes are scanning the canopy, assessing
hazards, noticing where the Chinook
helicopter is working bucket drops. Smoke is
drifting uphill. Hearts pounding from the
hike and from adrenaline, getting ready to
engage a new start on our home forest. Some
trees torch up ahead.

The Captain comes back, briefs the crew
on lookouts, communications, escape routes,
and our safety zone. Knowing our task, I hike
ahead with my saw partner, ready to plug in
in front of the dig, who'’s anchoring into a
rock band at the heel of the fire. I put my
earpro in, take the sheath off the saw, and am
ready to engage.

Last season I was hired by the U.S.
Forest Service as a full-time senior firefighter
on Snowslide Wildland Fire Module (WFM),
part of the McCall Ranger District located on
the Payette National Forest in the mountains
of central Idaho. Snowslide is a 10-person,
Type-1 hand crew that responds to fires
locally, regionally, and nationally.

WFMs have a unique skill set, in that
they're highly adaptable to a variety of tasks
in both wildfire response and prescribed fire,
such as initial attack, long-term planning,
ignitions, suppression, and fire effects
monitoring. These skills emphasize managing
fire in order to fulfill its natural or historic
role and to meet resource and management
objectives.

I've worked for the US Forest Service
going on seven years, two of them as a
Wilderness Ranger in the Sierra Nevada
mountains in central California, one season

as a helitack crew member (a crew that is
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FIRE: Holding the Line

specially trained in the tactical and logistical
use of helicopters for fire suppression) in
Northern California, and I'm currently
heading into my fourth season on Snowslide
WEM in McCall, Idaho.

As a senior firefighter and the primary
EMT on my crew, [ help ensure the crew is
functioning to its highest level, overseeing
and working alongside members of my crew
in daily operations as well as leading training,
especially those that are medically focused.
Having responded to four medicals in 2021,
I'm able to draw upon past experiences as
learning opportunities in what went well and
what can be done better in terms of rapidly
evacuating a patient in the middle of the
woods. I'm also a primary sawyer, cutting fire
line and felling fire-weakened hazard trees to
secure the fire and allowing people to work
safely in the area.

Last fire season, my crew finished up
critical training in late April, then headed to
New Mexico for the Calf Canyon fire.
Capable of being self-sufficient, we were
staged in the Pecos Wilderness protecting
structures, mitigating hazardous fuels, and
scouting for potential holding features. This
includes “ground truthing,” which entails
walking, driving, or flying around in a
helicopter looking for natural features that
can hold up a fire, such as a road, ridge tops,
rocky outcroppings, or a river. Fires need fuel
to burn, hence why we “dig line” (scrape
down to bare dirt) so fire cannot escape.
Typical “off-forest” fire assignments, where
we leave our home forest and travel else-
where, are fourteen 16-hour days, plus extra
days for travel. When we get home, we have
three mandatory days off where we can’t be
called into work (known as RnR), enabling us
to travel outside the normal 2-hour call back
range and to be outside of cell service. When
we're not on RnR, we can be called at any

moment to respond to a new fire on forest.




Since RnR is our guaranteed time off,
it’s a good time to get out of town and do
something fun, or lie low and relax. In the
past I've gone backpacking in the Seven
Devils Wilderness, rafting on the Payette
River, and car camping along the Salmon
River. It’s also a good time to head down to
Boise or up to Spokane and see a concert. |
often like staying local and enjoying summer
in McCall, doing day hiking/biking/rafting
trips and paddle boarding around Payette
Lake. I adopted a dog in October (his name is
Hucklebear), so I imagine this summer’s RnR
will be spent running around the mountains
with him!

After two off-forest assignments,
Snowslide is typically held at home on the
Payette due to local fire danger. Being
situated at 5,200ft in elevation, fire season on
the Payette usually doesn’t kick off until
mid-July or early August. As an initial attack
(IA) resource, we must be ready to respond to
a new wildfire start at any time. The 2022
season we responded to seven initial attack
fires, ranging from a single night to a full
14-day assignment. While we often drive and
then hike to fires, it’s not uncommon for us
to fly into the Frank Church Wilderness for
fire assignments as well.

My supervisor tries to send individuals
out for training opportunities on different
resources each season. Last year ] went on a
two-week assignment with Logan Hotshots to

gain experience working on a 20-person crew

fighting fires in Oregon and Washington.

The year prior I detailed with a helitack
crew in Nevada to finish up my Helicop-
ter Crewmember taskbook. Position
taskbooks identify the competencies,
behaviors, and tasks that personnel
should demonstrate to become qualified
in that position. For example, to become
a qualified Helicopter Crewmember, you
first need to take a week-long class, then
prove proficient at tasks on the fireline
like giving a passenger briefing for a
helicopter, constructing and managing a
helispot, and preparing a cargo load.
Completing a taskbook can take one
season, or it can take three, given the
opportunities that you've had through-
out the season.

Depending on local fire danger and
forest priority for prescribed burns,
Snowslide often goes off-forest for an
assignhment in late September. Last
season however, we stayed home to burn
thousands of acres for prescribed fire.
After the Great Fire of 1910 around
Wallace, ID, the US Forest Service
operated under the rule “fires must be
suppressed by 10am the next day.” As all
fires over the last century have been fully
suppressed, disrupting natural fire
regimes region-wide, forest fuel loading
has increased, contributing to more

severe fires.

Continued on Page 22

Kwasman cutting
down a dead tree
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“If you livein a
‘wildland urban
interface,’ like
up in the hills
near Mt. Spokane
or have a cabin
at Priest Lake,
do your part by
thinning trees
near your house
and limbing
branches. And
recreate respon-
sibly!”

- Hannah

Kwasman

Holding the line on
the edge of a burn

It wasn’t until recently that pre-
scribed fire has become a tool for
managing our forest ecosystems. Under
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law as part
of the Forest Service’s Wildfire Crisis
Strategy, the Payette National Forest is
designated as part of the Southwest
Idaho Wildfire Crisis Landscape Project,
a multi-agency effort to treat 1.7 million
acres (500,000 of which are on the
Payette) to build forest resiliency. This
includes non-commercial thinning
(which my crew does for project work
around the forest in between fire calls),
prescribed fire, commercial thinning,
and reforestation.

Prescribed burns are always fun.
Utilizing drip torches, crew members
hike around the landscape using varying
firing patterns to maximize resource
benefits, as well as using aerial ignitions
via helicopter or drone. Most prescribed
fire manages to reduce the amount of
ground fuel and brush so if a new fire
starts in the heat of summer, fire
intensity won’t be as bad. We often
target certain tree species, like grand fir,
to kill off, while giving a buffer or

limiting fire intensity around ponderosa
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pine or tamarack larch.

The historical mismanagement of our
forests is what is affecting the frequency and
severity of fires that we fight. Sure, climate
change has increased the habitable range of
bark beetle, contributing to more beetle-kill
trees in a forest, and we are also seeing a
trend in longer fire seasons. But the most
important factor is the history of disrupting
forest ecosystems’ natural fire regime, leading
to denser, unhealthier, and less resilient
forests. I'm excited to be a part of the next
generation of wildland firefighters who want
to see certain fires managed under tactics
other than full suppression, and we're
putting in hard work in the spring and fall to
help make our forests more resilient.

Although this line of work consists of
long days that are mentally and physically
taxing, I love working hard and facing
challenges head on. Every day is (mostly)
different, and despite best efforts you never
really know what’s going to happen next. 'm
stoked to have found a job that lets me live
and work in the mountains and forests in the
summer and to be a ski and SCUBA bum in
the winter.

But as for now, I'll be puttin’ my boots
on in the morning.

— Hannah Kwasman, Class of 2013




Summer Alumni Letter & ¢

Dear Fellow SGS Alumni,
As another school year has come
to a close, we are excited to have cleared
the Class of 2023 for takeoff from Saint
George’s and into the next chapter
of their lives. These graduates will be
attending 24 different colleges across
the United States and received over $9
million in merit-based scholarships.
Please join me in welcoming the 29 new-
est members of Saint George’s School
Alumni and congratulating them on
their walk across the Graduation Bridge.
This previous school year, Saint
George’s School Alumni set out on an
ambitious schedule of leadership, social,
and giving initiatives. Because of your

efforts, I'm thrilled to report record-
level Alumni engagement and over
$32K raised for the school!

As we look towards the future,
I'm eager to announce Saint George’s
School Alumni’s 2023-24 Alumni
Campaign: Dragon Drives the Green.
Our newest leadership, social and
giving campaign will launch with a
“Miniature-Golf Classic” at Flatstick
Pub in Spokane on August 4th and
will build up to our Saint George’s
School Alumni Golf Classic in May
2024. Alumni, parents of alumni,
current Saint George’s families, and
friends of the Saint George’s commu-
nity are all invited to attend!

In addition to our golf-centered
events, we will continue our active
programming. This now includes alumni
soccer and basketball games, alumni
performing arts nights, alumni college

as regional alumni socials —1
across the United States .1

i
Again, thank you for being a part of

this vibrant SGS Alumni Community.
We look forward to seeing you at an

and career panels, as well

during the fall, winter,
and spring months.

upcoming alumni event very soon!
Go Dragons!
— Tyson Bostrom, President,
Saint George’s School Alumni

In Memoriam
1966

Harold “Pete” Kittrell
passed away at his home in
Okanogan, Wash. in early
August of 2022. Pete was born
Oct. 17, 1947, in Omak and was
raised in Twisp. He attended
Saint George’s his senior year,
participating in Debate and the
Ski Club. He loved classical
music and moved to Seattle to at-
tend Cornish College of the Arts, where
he composed piano pieces and gave recit-

als. After moving back to Twisp, he ran
a used bookstore in Omak and then in
Okanogan, Daydream Books.

2019

Erik Farias of
Spokane, WA, passed
away on May 11th,
2023. He was born
October 15, 2000,
in Peoria, Arizona
to Ramon and Lynn
Farias, joining older
siblings Ryan and
Natalie (Farias)
Holloway ‘16

and later brother Ricky. Erik attended
Mead schools before coming to Saint
George’s for high school. He was a
dynamic point guard on the Dragons’
basketball teams, leading them to the
2nd place trophy at the State 2B Tour-
nament his senior year. Erik attended
Chapman University where he played
basketball until COVID interrupted
the season, later transferring to George
Fox University and Big Bend in Moses
Lake. Erik found a new passion and
enrolled in the Aviation Program at
Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah.
Within a year, he had his Private Pilots
license, Commercial Pilots License, and
Instruments Rating. At the time of his
death, Erik was studying to become a
Certified Flight Instructor (CFI) with
hopes of working as a
Commercial Airline
Pilot. Scan this QR
Code to read his full

obituary.

Jacquelen “Jacquie” Baucom,
the first director of the Learning House
(grades K-3) at SGS, passed away Dec.
21, 2022 in Spokane. Jacquie was
born Nov. 23, 1925 in Portland, OR,
married Robert Baucom in 1946, and
moved to Spokane, where she started
the Brick House School in her base-

ment. In 1973, SGS Head of School
‘Walter Hoesel recruited her to plan the
school’s new Learning Center, which she

directed until 1982.

Richard “Rich” Hadley, parent of
Brittany (Hadley) Marshall ‘06
and a past member of the SGS Board of
Trustees, passed away March 19, 2023 in
Spokane. Born Sept. 12, 1946 and raised
in rural Iowa, Rich graduated from Iowa
State University in 1968. He became a
Navy pilot, flying during the Vietnam
War aboard the USS Midway and the
USS Enterprise naval carriers. He later
worked as CEO of Chambers of Com-
merce, serving as President and CEO of
Greater Spokane Incorporated (GSI) for

21 years until his retirement in 2014.

2001
Anthony “Tony” Longinotti IV
passed away after a long illness on
June 8, 2023. A memorial service
at St. John’s Cathedral will be
at 3pm, Saturday, July 15, fol-
lowed by a gathering of Tony’s
family and friends at the SGS
campus at 4:30pm.
Scan the QR Code
to view his obituary.
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Scan to
RSVP for
Mini-Golf
Event on
Aug. 4th

Scan for
more info
on Golf
Classic in
May 2024
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9th-12th Grade

Production

el Setting
the Stage

Here are scenes from the drama and
musical productions by 5th through
12th graders that filled Founders
Theater in
the winter 7th-8th Grade

and spring Production of i
of 2023. “Peter Pan” _, .

7th-8th Grade
Production
of “Annie”

6th Grade
Production
of “Moana Jr.”

5th Grade
Production

of “Jungle
Book”

Scan to view more Music,
Art 8 Drama photos!
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