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Seniors in Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK) class have been busy this fall mak-
ing connections between our foundational 
course concepts and the world around them, 
including in other Diploma Program classes. 
Students have drawn from internal assess-
ments and Extended Essay work to explore 
questions like, “For artists and natural scien-
tists, which is more important: what can be 
explained or what cannot be explained?” 

Senior Annie Sawyer is answering this 
question for her Extended Essay by reflect-
ing on Donna Tartt’s The Secret History, 
while drawing on biology class assignments 
regarding oceans.  Her position is that what 
cannot be explained is more important for 
both artists and scientists.

Students also see connections between 
course concepts in TOK and the college 
admissions process. Colleges commonly ask 
students to show their “fit” by reflecting on 
the very ideas we explore on a daily basis 
– concepts like culture, perspectives, and 
values that shape us as people and knowers. 

For example, recently some seniors ran 
into the following essay prompt on their ap-
plication to Harvey Mudd College:

“Scientific research is a human endeavor. The choices of 
topics that we research are based on our biases, our be-
liefs, and what we bring: our cultures and our families.  
The kinds of problems that people put their talents to 
solving depends on their values.’’ - Dr. Clifton Poodry
 
How has your own background influenced the types 
of problems you want to solve, the people you want 
to work with, and the impact you hope your work 
can have?

Sometimes being both their college 
counselor and TOK teacher comes in handy. 
I pulled that question from their applications 
and turned it into a learning opportunity for 
everyone enrolled in the course. 

— Happy Avery, TOK Teacher &  
 College Counselor

Connecting Information 
with Knowledge

An IB education emphasizes the 
importance of making connections, explor-
ing the relationships between academic 
disciplines, and learning about the world in 
ways that reach beyond the scope of individ-
ual subjects.  It also offers students authen-
tic opportunities to connect their learning 
to the world around them.

The IB’s Extended Essay is intended 
to promote high-level research and writing 
skills, intellectual discovery and creativity.  
This year, senior John Nowland developed 
his Extended Essay to analyze the amount of 
peanut protein present in differently labeled 
food items.  The labels included: “processed 
on,” “manufactured with,” and “may con-
tain.”  He chose this topic because he has 
a peanut allergy and always wondered if he 
was taking a gamble by eating these foods.  

He conducted experiments and found 
out that there were no nuts in any of them.  
Now, he can eat his candy with peace of 
mind!

— Elizabeth Tender, IB Coordinator
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