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Connecting 
Lessons with 
Real Life

Middle School students are 
at the age where they are ready for more 
abstract thinking, and teachers are always 
finding ways to connect their curriculum 
with students’ lives to make lessons more 
impactful.  This can be seen in the 6th grade 
World Cultures class, where students discuss 
cultural universals such as religion, lan-
guage, and education.  For one assignment, 
students make connections with their own 
experience by taking and captioning pictures 
of their daily lives that represent each of the 
universals to represent who they are.  

Our skilled teachers can connect com-
plex concepts with existing student interests.  
As 6th grade teacher Brad Kirsch noted this 
fall, “We have many soccer players and fans 
walking the halls of SGS and we have been 
discussing the World Cup to be hosted by 
Qatar.  Students have explored the cultural 
norms of this Persian Gulf country, and not 
surprisingly, found it very different from 
their own experience.”  

Being awarded the World Cup in 2010 
was met with stiff opposition because of 
various issues with working conditions, play-
ing conditions, and cultural ideals different 
from others in the international community.  
“We attempt to look at these issues and the 
culture of Qatar from a culturally relative 
viewpoint,” says Brad, “trying not to judge a 
difference in culture and instead learn why 
they do things that way and what changes 
have been made over the last 12 years.”

As adolescents become more aware 
of the world around them, teachers find 
many ways to incorporate current events to 
help students develop their critical think-
ing skills.  In 7th and 8th grade History 
classes, students recently learned about the 
mid-term election process by researching 
close Senate races and preparing a short 
presentation for their class comparing the 
top two candidates’ stances on 4-5 issues of 
their choice.  One parent commented that 
their child “has talked a lot about it at home 
and even has additional comments about [a] 
candidate while I am watching the news.  I 
can tell that she is engaged and knowledge-
able.  I wish that I had had such exposure in 
8th grade… or even in high school!”  

— Joelle Neiwert, Head of Middle School
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