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To be an artist means to connect on 
many different levels.  Some relate to their 
media choice, others to the subject matter of 
their work.  And sometimes artists connect 
with something bigger than themselves and 
strive to make art that makes an impact.

Every week at SGS, we look at why 
artists create with “Wonder Wednesday.”  It 
is a quick start to art class where students 
analyze an artwork and wonder, “Why did 
this artist create this artwork?”  We discuss 
connections in symbols, colors, techniques, 
elements of art, and overall mood of each 
work.  One artist we looked at during the 
start of the school year was Zara Forman, 
who uses chalk pastels for her large-scale 
landscapes that draw attention to the 
changes in our climate.   

In the SGS art studio, I strive to 
empower my students to make connections 
within their art.  Digging deeper in idea 
formation and the “Why” allows students 
to come up with original art ideas that help 
them understand more of themselves.  

Recently the 2D Art students created 
autobiographical portraits in Photoshop 
utilizing personal pictures as a “hidden” 
layer to connect a surface image with a 
deeper meaning.  Our Studio Art students 
also connected with their school community 
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by creating tape murals, which got students 
out of the art studio to install art in a new, 
public way.  

The power of art is that it touches life 
in ways we do not always expect.  I strive 
to keep inspiring our artists to learn more 
about themselves and the world around 
them through their artistic connections.    

— Allie McBride, MS/US Art Teacher
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