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 Dragons CONNECT

Making 
Connections

There are many words which define the 
educational experiences at Saint George’s 
School, but for the moment let us choose the 
word vibrant.  Adding to our vibrancy are the 
connections between students of all ages, K 
through 12.  We leverage the uniqueness of a 
student body spanning thirteen grade levels, 
as we embrace purposeful and serendipitous 
connections across campus. 

The Lower School, Middle School, 
Upper School, and the greater Spokane 
community connect in a network of staff, 
siblings, activities, and events.  Connec-
tions help all of Saint George’s students 
be known, be excited for learning, and cast 
their vision forward to the day when they 
will be in the roles to which they aspire.

The Lower School’s weekly Friday 
Assemblies in our Dragons Den are iconic, 
vibrant representations of the connections 
we cherish.  It is common for students in the 
Upper and Middle schools to “come back” to 
the Lower School by announcing community 
fundraisers they are leading, or to perform in 
ensembles or choirs to the enjoyment of the 
younger kids and their parents.  Likewise, var-
sity and JV teams return to our Dragons Den 

to introduce their players and give updates 
on their season.  The younger Dragons can’t 
believe kids who are that tall once sat in the 
same place during Friday Assemblies years 
ago!  Our Lower School’s Student Council 
members plan and lead these assemblies, 
gaining valuable leadership and confidence 
skills that they will carry into ASB positions 
once they are in the Upper School.

Who doesn’t love a parade?  The 
excitement is palpable in the Upper School 
courtyard as students in grades 6-12 await 
the Lower School’s traditional Halloween 
Costume parade to arrive!  Being in the 
lead, Kindergarteners’ eyes pop open wide 
as they enter the Upper School to a throng 
of over 200 students and staff awaiting the 
parade that winds through the building.  
Many middle schoolers and upper school-
ers can remember the days when they, too, 
were younger and got their own treats and 
trinkets from “the big kids.”  Although 
treats seem to always run a bit low by the 
end of the parade when the fifth graders go 
through the crowd, everyone loves connect-
ing as a full school on this exciting day!

— Rick Petrini, Head of Lower School 

Making 
Connections

Rick Petrini leading 
the parade of Hallo- 

ween costumes to the 
Middle and Upper 

Schools.
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To be an artist means to connect on 
many different levels.  Some relate to their 
media choice, others to the subject matter of 
their work.  And sometimes artists connect 
with something bigger than themselves and 
strive to make art that makes an impact.

Every week at SGS, we look at why 
artists create with “Wonder Wednesday.”  It 
is a quick start to art class where students 
analyze an artwork and wonder, “Why did 
this artist create this artwork?”  We discuss 
connections in symbols, colors, techniques, 
elements of art, and overall mood of each 
work.  One artist we looked at during the 
start of the school year was Zara Forman, 
who uses chalk pastels for her large-scale 
landscapes that draw attention to the 
changes in our climate.   

In the SGS art studio, I strive to 
empower my students to make connections 
within their art.  Digging deeper in idea 
formation and the “Why” allows students 
to come up with original art ideas that help 
them understand more of themselves.  

Recently the 2D Art students created 
autobiographical portraits in Photoshop 
utilizing personal pictures as a “hidden” 
layer to connect a surface image with a 
deeper meaning.  Our Studio Art students 
also connected with their school community 

Connecting 
Creativity 
with 
Meaning

by creating tape murals, which got students 
out of the art studio to install art in a new, 
public way.  

The power of art is that it touches life 
in ways we do not always expect.  I strive 
to keep inspiring our artists to learn more 
about themselves and the world around 
them through their artistic connections.    

— Allie McBride, MS/US Art Teacher

Allie McBride (above) 
reviews 2D Art students’ 
portraits

Studio Art student 
masking tape murals 
on lockers

Studio Art 
masking tape 

mural in  
Upper School 

stairwell



6 Saint George’s Magazine   Fall-Winter 2022-23

Connecting 
Lessons with 
Real Life

Middle School students are 
at the age where they are ready for more 
abstract thinking, and teachers are always 
finding ways to connect their curriculum 
with students’ lives to make lessons more 
impactful.  This can be seen in the 6th grade 
World Cultures class, where students discuss 
cultural universals such as religion, lan-
guage, and education.  For one assignment, 
students make connections with their own 
experience by taking and captioning pictures 
of their daily lives that represent each of the 
universals to represent who they are.  

Our skilled teachers can connect com-
plex concepts with existing student interests.  
As 6th grade teacher Brad Kirsch noted this 
fall, “We have many soccer players and fans 
walking the halls of SGS and we have been 
discussing the World Cup to be hosted by 
Qatar.  Students have explored the cultural 
norms of this Persian Gulf country, and not 
surprisingly, found it very different from 
their own experience.”  

Being awarded the World Cup in 2010 
was met with stiff opposition because of 
various issues with working conditions, play-
ing conditions, and cultural ideals different 
from others in the international community.  
“We attempt to look at these issues and the 
culture of Qatar from a culturally relative 
viewpoint,” says Brad, “trying not to judge a 
difference in culture and instead learn why 
they do things that way and what changes 
have been made over the last 12 years.”

As adolescents become more aware 
of the world around them, teachers find 
many ways to incorporate current events to 
help students develop their critical think-
ing skills.  In 7th and 8th grade History 
classes, students recently learned about the 
mid-term election process by researching 
close Senate races and preparing a short 
presentation for their class comparing the 
top two candidates’ stances on 4-5 issues of 
their choice.  One parent commented that 
their child “has talked a lot about it at home 
and even has additional comments about [a] 
candidate while I am watching the news.  I 
can tell that she is engaged and knowledge-
able.  I wish that I had had such exposure in 
8th grade… or even in high school!”  

— Joelle Neiwert, Head of Middle School

 Dragons CONNECT

6th Grade teacher Brad 
Kirsch helps a student 

research the Human 
Development Index 
(HDI) for a country  

she has chosen

World Cultures Class
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Seniors in Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK) class have been busy this fall mak-
ing connections between our foundational 
course concepts and the world around them, 
including in other Diploma Program classes. 
Students have drawn from internal assess-
ments and Extended Essay work to explore 
questions like, “For artists and natural scien-
tists, which is more important: what can be 
explained or what cannot be explained?” 

Senior Annie Sawyer is answering this 
question for her Extended Essay by reflect-
ing on Donna Tartt’s The Secret History, 
while drawing on biology class assignments 
regarding oceans.  Her position is that what 
cannot be explained is more important for 
both artists and scientists.

Students also see connections between 
course concepts in TOK and the college 
admissions process. Colleges commonly ask 
students to show their “fit” by reflecting on 
the very ideas we explore on a daily basis 
– concepts like culture, perspectives, and 
values that shape us as people and knowers. 

For example, recently some seniors ran 
into the following essay prompt on their ap-
plication to Harvey Mudd College:

“Scientific research is a human endeavor. The choices of 
topics that we research are based on our biases, our be-
liefs, and what we bring: our cultures and our families.  
The kinds of problems that people put their talents to 
solving depends on their values.’’ - Dr. Clifton Poodry
 
How has your own background influenced the types 
of problems you want to solve, the people you want 
to work with, and the impact you hope your work 
can have?

Sometimes being both their college 
counselor and TOK teacher comes in handy. 
I pulled that question from their applications 
and turned it into a learning opportunity for 
everyone enrolled in the course. 

— Happy Avery, TOK Teacher &  
 College Counselor

Connecting Information 
with Knowledge

An IB education emphasizes the 
importance of making connections, explor-
ing the relationships between academic 
disciplines, and learning about the world in 
ways that reach beyond the scope of individ-
ual subjects.  It also offers students authen-
tic opportunities to connect their learning 
to the world around them.

The IB’s Extended Essay is intended 
to promote high-level research and writing 
skills, intellectual discovery and creativity.  
This year, senior John Nowland developed 
his Extended Essay to analyze the amount of 
peanut protein present in differently labeled 
food items.  The labels included: “processed 
on,” “manufactured with,” and “may con-
tain.”  He chose this topic because he has 
a peanut allergy and always wondered if he 
was taking a gamble by eating these foods.  

He conducted experiments and found 
out that there were no nuts in any of them.  
Now, he can eat his candy with peace of 
mind!

— Elizabeth Tender, IB Coordinator

Annie Sawyer explains 
“what cannot be explained”

John Nowland holds vials of 
different foods he analyzed 

for peanut proteins
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 Dragons CONNECT

If coaching has taught me one 
thing, it is that team success cannot be en-
joyed without the requisite individual effort.  
Often, we use the cliché you get out what you 
put in.  For athletes who aspire to achieve at 
the highest level, it goes beyond simple debits 
and credits.  I believe it takes individual effort 
combined with the collective belief their ener-
gies are being directed to lead them to summit 
the proverbial mountain top.  In other words, 
connecting effort with purpose will ultimately 
get you the most return on investment. 

This is demonstrated so beautifully with 
the two fall athletes who made the commit-
ment to spend their energies and efforts 
between the posts for our soccer teams.  Ben 
Sudlow and Henri Osborne, the starting goal 
keepers for the SGS boys’ and girls’ soccer 
teams, fully understand that being the last 
line of defense requires effort, toughness, 
courage, and a selfless attitude.  Often, this 
responsibility comes with little glory and the 
potential to suffer the agony of being the lone 
athlete on stage when you give up a goal. 

The type of deliberate practice required 
to achieve success as a keeper is physically 
demanding and exhausting.  A keeper spends 
as much time on the frozen ground as they do 
upright.  Day after day, they have shots taken 
at them off the feet of some of the best players 
in the state.  It requires a different mindset to 
be able to take on this role and continue to 
give the effort needed to be the anchor of a 
championship-level defensive unit.  

Ben and Henri know they are a piece of 
a puzzle, a crucial and necessary ingredient 
in a recipe for success.  They also know that 
purposeful and focused effort, day in and day 
out, is the only way to ensure the type of suc-
cess our teams have enjoyed this year and for 
years to come.  

— Mark Rickard,  
 SGS Boys Soccer Coach

Saint Georges School has had a tra-
dition of achievement in athletics.  Sustained 
success in athletics takes supportive families, 
committed coaches, and a school culture that 
values best efforts.  It also requires student 
athletes who have bought into pursuing both 
individual and team goals. 

For the last two years, a group of 5 to 15 
students have been using the weight room 
before school.  I can attest that nobody likes 
waking up this early, but this is a group with a 
mindset that a) the weight room is necessary 
to meet their goals, and b) small improvements 
every day add up to big improvements over 
a long period of time.  Several students have 
taken great strides in the weight room, and it 
is translating into success in their sport!

While working out and training with your 
peers is often more fun, sometimes you don’t 
have that option.  Sometimes big goals can be 
a little bit lonely.  Ben Morales finished 38th at 
State Cross Country as a sophomore.  Ben, be-
ing who he is, wasn’t satisfied with that result.  
So he put in a 500-mile summer and finished 
3rd at the State meet as a junior this year. 

Athletes will have different goals, but the 
overlying theme is that consistent, best efforts 
will always bring you closer to your goals!  

— TJ Moulton, SGS Cross Country &  
 Track Coach

Connecting Effort  
with Success

Ben Sudlow (top) 
and Henri Osborne 

(above) guard  
the goals

Ben Morales strides to 
a 3rd place finish at 
State Cross Country 
Championships
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Connecting 
Individuals 
with Teams

Saint George’s Athletics has a 
long tradition of success stemming from 
caring, knowledgeable coaches.  Our coaches 
work to build relationships with our students 
and support them both in their season, 
and in their other endeavors as well.  SGS 
coaches run great programs where they are 
able to mesh some of the best athletes in the 
Spokane area with some who are newer to 
the sport.  They foster leadership skills, which 
help teams gel as a unit, and they incentivize 
our student-athletes to work hard for each 
other.   

Our success also relies on great participa-
tion numbers.  Around 80% of our student 
body plays at least one sport each year.  It is 
a place where each student-athlete can feel 
connected to others in their class and across 
the entire school.  

Athletic teams give new students a big 
boost in learning school culture and meeting 
new friends.  For international students, they 
get a head start on everyday language and 
make life-long friendships in a short time.

Our older student-athletes also do an ex-
cellent job showing our younger players how 
to best approach athletics and schoolwork.   

It is not rare to see books open and our 
juniors and seniors doing homework on road 
trips.  They model how to be successful both 
on and off the court.  

Getting on the road, being together in the 
bleachers, rooting on teammates, and really 
getting to know each other is one of the best 
aspects of sports in a school setting.  Building 
resilience, enjoying comradery, and achieving 
common goals are always important, but there 
is also much value in the journey.

— Ryan Peplinski, Athletic Director &  
 Boys Basketball Coach

Students from China, Spain, and France, 
as well as Spokane, contributed to  
the Dragons’ success  
on the soccer pitch  
in 2022

The girls’ soccer team celebrates a playoff victory


