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Class Notes

In Memoriam
Theodore (Ted) Sabine, an English 
teacher at SGS from 1976-86, passed 
away on October 30, 2022, at the age of 
86 from complications of Parkinson’s 
Disease.  He is survived by his wife of 
57 years, Mogie.  Rasied in Illinois, Ted 
earned BA and MFA degrees from the 
Univ. of California at Irvine.  He was a 
storyteller, writer, camper, insect collec-
tor, shell collector, photog-
rapher, trout fisherman, 
sports enthusiast, and weight 
trainer.  A world traveler, 
Ted taught in two different 
overseas schools, in addition 
to SGS, and visited over 50 
countries on six continents.  

1978
“Children’s author and illustrator 
David Shannon is back with his first 
foray into Greek mythology and rhyming 
narrative,” writes Stephanie Ham-
mett ‘14 in an article in the Spokes-
man-Review this fall.  Shannon’s retelling 
of the classic story of King Midas, 
“GOLD!” is about Maximillian Midas, a 
young boy who loves only gold.

“I wanted to write a story of greed,” 
said Shannon in the article.  “A greedy 
person is not a happy person. There are 
a lot of stories about how greed hurts 
everybody around you, but I wanted to 
focus on the fact that greed also isolates 
the greedy person.”

This is also his first book written 
in verse, “because so many words rhyme 
with gold.”  Read the full article at this 

QR code, and find the book, 
GOLD!, at Auntie’s Bookstore 
in Spokane (402 W. Main Ave.) 
and online through Wishing Tree 
Books at wishingtreebook-
store.com.

1993
Andrew  
Biviano was 
elected to a 
four-year term 
as a Spokane 
County District 
Court Judge 
this fall.  In this 
position, he will 

2019
Erik Farias passed his Commercial 
Pilot exam and flight test on Oct. 10.  He 
is now officially licensed to “fly for hire 
and fly other people.”  After he completes 
the multi-engine add-on credential, he will 
apply for the Certified Flight Instructor 
Program so he can be paid as an instruc-
tor of other students as he racks up flight 
hours.  Erik will need 1,000 flight hours 
before he can apply to fly for a commercial 
airline.

preside over misdemeanor criminal cases, 
traffic infractions, small claims issues, 
protection orders in cases of domestic vio-
lence or harassment and therapeutic court 
proceedings.  Biviano, a 2006 graduate of 
Gonzaga’s Law School, had been serving as 
a district pro tem judge since late 2021.

A Sept. 4th Spokesman-Review article 
said he “pointed not just to his legal career 
as a prosecutor with the United States At-
torney’s Office in Eastern Washington and 
as a civil defense attorney in private prac-
tice, but as a former case manager in social 
work at what is now Frontier Behavioral 
Health,” as evidence of the perspective 
he’d bring to the court.

“I’ve been there, walking alongside 
the people that are most likely to come to 
district court, to show them how to get 
their underlying challenges addressed,” 
said Biviano.  “I feel like it’s a really nice 
combination of my two professional ca-
reers, mental health and the law.”

Erik Farias with his 
Commercial Pilot’s 

certificate 

Ethan Mermel ‘16 (right) went on his ‘Israel 
birthright trip’ in July, meeting up with  

brother Henry in Tel Aviv before traveling  
to Jordan to visit Wadi Rum and the ruins  

of Petra (below) on a very hot day!
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Alumni Campaign Launch
D
Dear Fellow Alumni,

On behalf of Saint George’s 
School Alumni, I am excited to share 
the launch of our 2022-23 Alumni 
Campaign, “Dragon Clear for Take-
off.” Powered by our three engines of 
Leadership, Social, and Giving, 
our campaign begins on the runway of 
Saint George’s School and takes flight 
across the globe. 

Since our liftoff this past Septem-
ber, Saint George’s School Alumni 
has had the opportunity to connect 
with alumni across the world through 
our Leadership, Social, and Giving 
platforms. 

On the leadership front, we’ve 
brought young alumni and current 
students together through virtual, in-
person and social media “terminals.” 
This past November, we hosted our sec-
ond-annual College Panel, including 
five Dragon Alums from Dartmouth, 
Occidental, UPenn, Stanford, and 
the University of Washington. These 
recent alumni spoke with 8th through 

12th graders in Founders Theater, and 
shared their academic pursuits, campus 
housing, college athletics, extracur-
riculars, and most importantly dining 
hall ratings!  I invite you to read some 
of their comments on pages 10-11 and 
access the link to a video and transcript 
of the full panel presentation.

Additionally, we are excited to 
invite several more alumni to campus 
for our Career Panel this spring! 

We also have reached out to over  
a dozen alums in Australia, Italy, the 
United Kingdom, and across the U.S. 
to feature Alumni Profiles on our 
Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
platforms! Read more about our first 
four Alumni Profiles on pages 20-21.

After “holding short” for two 
years, we are also excited to be roll-
ing out in-person social events! This 
past fall, we’ve reconnected with 
alumni at Barrels Wine Bar in Mercer 
Island, cheered on the Dragon Soccer 
Squads at the 2B State Tournament in 
Renton, dribbled on the hardwood at 

the Alumni Basketball Game, and 
celebrated our community at the 
Alumni Holiday Party. Stay tuned to 
our social media and text-messaging 
platforms for upcoming activities 
this winter, including events in 
California, in Massachusetts, on 
Schweitzer Mountain, and in  
Founders Theater!

Finally, we’re happy to recognize 
our alumni’s contributions to the 
Annual Fund, the fuel for our Alum-
ni Community and Saint George’s 
School. To date, SGS alumni have 
raised over $26,000 dollars, mak-
ing a significant impact on future 
generations of Dragons and helping 
them be “clear for takeoff” to college 
and beyond!

Again, thank you for your 
support of Saint George’s School. 
We look forward to seeing you at an 
upcoming Alumni Event soon!

Go Dragons!
-- Tyson Bostrom ‘11 MHA, MPH 

 President, SGS Alumni

In Memoriam
2018
Katie Thew (they/them), passed 
away on Oct. 6, 2022 in Redlands, CA.  
Katie was born in Chicago, IL to Drs. 
Pam Kohlmeier and Stephen Thew, who 
moved to Spokane in 2005.

Katie was active in the Outdoor 
Club, Community Service Club, Varsity 
Baseball, and Cross Country at SGS, 
also performing in many drama produc-
tions.  Katie graduated with SGS and 
International Baccalaureate diplomas, in 
addition to the Head of School Cup for 
their commitment to scholarship, athlet-
ics, leadership, service, and the arts.

As a young adult, Katie became 

a compassionate advocate for LGBTQ+ 
individuals who lived with disabilities like 
themself.  As a student at the University of 
Redlands, Katie majored in The Psychol-
ogy of Trans Disabled Healing through the 
Johnston Scholar program.  They also led 
Defiant, which promoted the rights of dis-

abled individuals on campus.  Katie’s 
college experience included studying 
abroad in Argentina.

In Katie’s obituary, their family 
wrote,  “As an overall awesome, trans, 
queer disabled individual, Katie expe-
rienced judgement, suffered deep emo-
tional trauma, endured chronic pain, 
and ultimately ended their own life.  
Katie left a spark with each of us and 
now we must grow that spark, seeking 
to advocate where Katie left off.”

Katie is survived by their part-
ner, Casey Holt, as well as siblings 
Michael Thew ‘16, Jocelyn 
Thew ‘20, and David Thew.

Contributions in Katie’s memory 
may be made to support LGBTQ+ 
youth in Spokane at Odyssey Youth 
Movement at odysseyyouth.org.

“Katie was a fireball with boundless 
energy, as well as fearless and full of 
compassion.”


