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Where did you “takeoff” to after Saint George’s School? 

I graduated from SGS in 2008, then obtained a major in Biology and minors in Chemistry and 
Anthropology at Pacific Lutheran University (Go Lutes!). I attended medical school at Pacific 
Northwest University in Yakima, WA. I then completed residency in Emergency Medicine at the 
State University of New York (SUNY) Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, New York, a level-
one trauma center. During my time there, I worked as the assistant to the Chief Medical Officer 
at the Javits Center Field Hospital in New York City during the coronavirus pandemic. I also 
obtained a Master of Public Health Degree through the University of Minnesota and a 
Fellowship at the Mayo Clinic in Aerospace Medicine. It was focused on human physiology and 
how humans adapt to such situations as high altitude, low oxygen, and microgravity 
environments, as well as caring for pilots and astronauts and performing research. Now, I have 
relocated to Houston, TX with my husband, Sachin Santhakumar and our first child. 

Is there something interesting that you’re doing in your professional life? 

Currently, I’m on the Gulfstream V aircraft caring for the newly-returned crew members of 
SpaceX Crew-4! I work as a NASA Flight Surgeon and Physician Scientist and split my time 
between medical operations and research. In my research role, I am part of a team modeling 
medical risk for lunar and deep space missions. When I’m not at Johnson Space Center, I am 
working in the Emergency Department as a physician with Baylor College of Medicine.  

How did SGS impact or prepare you for what you’re doing now? 
 
Anything is possible with some hard work and dedication, and SGS helps to make your dreams 
come true! I want to give a special shout out to Pete O’Brien, who was a great teacher and 
cheered me on every step of the way! Don’t give up on your dream. Work hard and keep going 
and one day you’ll realize it was all worth it.  


