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Our Mission:  Inspiring scholars, athletes, and artists to serve and lead others. 

Our Core Values:  Honesty, Respect, Generosity of Spirit, and Best Efforts 

Honesty: Our school exists in a climate of honesty and trust, which sustains our community and 
encompasses all of its transactions. We strive to be honest in our work, in our dealings with one 
another, and with ourselves. Integrity is everyone’s responsibility.  

Respect: We respect one another, our school, our country, our environment, and ourselves. We 
respect all the differences in others that contribute to the diversity of our community.  

We demonstrate respect for ourselves through self-examination and a serious commitment to 
behaving uprightly. We demonstrate our respect for others in many ways: by respecting their 
physical space, by respecting their feelings and beliefs, by listening when they speak, by 
respecting their right to live in a physically and psychologically safe community. We 
demonstrate respect for our environment by bearing in mind how fragile and irreplaceable it is, 
and by acting to preserve and protect the world in which we live.  

Generosity of Spirit: At all times, we seek to act with the welfare of others as the highest 
priority. We treat one another with empathy and kindness. We accept responsibility for the 
impact our words and deeds have on others. We assume the best of intentions in one another. 
We are optimists. We believe in forgiveness, forbearance, and patience.  

Best Efforts: We value doing one’s best—in the classroom, on the playing fields, and in all our 
endeavors. We attempt to be our best selves. We believe in teamwork, competition, and 
collaboration, and we connect effort with excellence.  
 

Lower School Hours 
Lower School is in session from 8:25 am - 3:15 pm. 

Doors remain locked throughout the day, but students will be granted entrance to the main 
building from 8:00 forward. Classrooms open at 8:15. If arriving early, children must remain 
in your vehicle until we have supervision in place at 8:00. Unpacking takes time; we 
strongly recommend students be in their classrooms by 8:15 to prepare for classes to start 
promptly at 8:25. Tardies will be marked after 8:25. 

Visitors to the building must pre-arrange their arrival for security reasons. You will buzz the 
office from the main doors. Melanie Gee will be keeping a visitor log of anticipated arrivals. If 
you will be coming to our building for any non-volunteering reasons, please email BOTH 
melanie.gee@sgs.org and the relevant staff member(s) with whom you have an appointment. 
Teachers will take care of apprising Melanie about which volunteers to expect and when. 
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Attendance  
Please email the classroom teacher(s) and Melanie Gee, or call the LS Office, before 8:45 am 
if a student will be late or absent for the day. If we haven't heard from parents by 8:45, we will 
assume that the parents do not know that their child is absent which will initiate an 
emergency call procedure. If a student is late to school, please escort your child to the office 
to sign in and receive a late pass to class so that attendance records can be updated. If a 
student needs to leave school early, the parent must sign the student out at the office. Advance 
notice of any planned absences should be given to both the classroom teacher and Melanie 
Gee in the LS Office.  

Classroom Assignments When Absent 
Daily full-day attendance is essential to your child's academic and social development and 
success. We realize illnesses and emergencies are unavoidable. However, other absences 
during school hours, such as appointments and family trips, should be avoided as much as 
possible.  

Teachers are not required to provide classroom assignments prior to absences. Students will 
receive any necessary missed classroom assignments upon their return to school and will be 
responsible for completing them in a timely manner at home. Please note that while these 
assignments provide essential practice, they do not fully replicate the instructional time missed 
during the absence. 
 

Policies and Statements 
Inclusion Statement:  

Saint George's School is committed to creating and maintaining a diverse, equitable, and 
inclusive environment committed to the success of all members of the population that it serves; 
our community aspires to celebrate and reflect the broad diversity of the human experience. As 
members of the SGS community, we realize that creating and maintaining such an environment 
will not happen by chance but must be the result of institutional and individual resolve as well as 
intentional decision-making at all levels. Consistent with our school philosophy, SGS must value 
diversity and personal well-being while protecting and promoting freedom of thought, freedom of 
inquiry, and freedom of expression. Members of the SGS community further recognize that this 
is an ongoing process and requires our sustained Best Efforts. 

LS Cellphone & Internet-Connected Device Policy:  

The Lower School supports the use of technology when it enhances the child’s learning 
experience in the classroom. Technology tools have rapidly changed in the academic setting as 
well as personally over the years with both positive and negative ramifications. The Lower 
School faculty continually evaluates the best use of technology to support our programs and 
mission. We strive to foster in our students a sense of individual responsibility, problem-solving, 
and self-reliance. Cellphones and internet-connected devices (e.g. watches) are a distraction in 
the learning environment. We understand the communication value these products have for 
parents. The LS also values the home-school connection and has procedures in place to 
contact students upon parent requests. If you need to contact your child during the school day, 
please call Melanie Gee in the office at 509-464-8743 or email her at melanie.gee@sgs.org. 
Melanie will contact the child or teacher. Parents may also contact the child’s teacher by email 
which is listed on the teacher’s Power School Learning page and in the School Directory. The 
Lower School policy on use of cellphones and/or internet-connected devices is: Students are to 
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power off and store cellphones and personal internet-connected devices in their backpacks 
upon arrival at school. Students may check their devices at the end of the school day. Your 
understanding and support of our policy is appreciated. 

Social Media Policy:  

The school’s Social Media Policy will be posted for your reference, either on the website or on 
our Lower School Edsby pages.  
 

Winter Weather at SGS  
SGS considers safety first when deciding to keep school open or closed during harsh winter 
weather. Weather conditions can range across the region. Please use your own judgment as to 
whether or not to send your child to school given the conditions at your home. Busses will 
continue to run their regular routes unless large accumulations of snow necessitate the need to 
use emergency routes.  

It is important that students continue to arrive at their bus stops on time; if the temperatures are 
extreme please have your child wait in the car with you. We do not want students dropped off or 
waiting for delayed buses. Our SGS receptionist arrives at school at 7:30 a.m. (509 464-8741) 
and will have bus delay updates if needed.  

School Closure 
School closure notices are sent through the Instant Alert System. Please be sure that your 
account is up to date for receiving important school information. School closure lists are also 
broadcast on all local TV and radio stations; please check the TV stations/websites. Generally, 
the stations are notified by 5:30 a.m. on a potential closure day. It is unlikely that we would ever 
initiate a delayed school start as this is often more inconvenient than closing for families and 
staff, but we do recognize that some may arrive at school late on snowy days. Tardies will be 
forgiven in such cases. 

LS Food Allergies/Severe Allergies 
Several students in the Lower School are severely allergic to peanuts and tree nuts. PLEASE 
AVOID BRINGING PEANUT/NUT PRODUCTS FOR SNACK, BIRTHDAY TREATS, OR ON-
CAMPUS EVENTS. Thank you for helping keep our students safe! 

Illness  
Students should not come to school if they have had any of the following in the past 24 hours:  

1. Signs or symptoms of a fever, such as chills, sweats, feeling "feverish" or having an elevated 
temperature at or greater than 100.4°F.               

2. Any of the following symptoms that are not caused by another known condition: Cough, 
shortness of breath or chest tightness, sore throat, muscle or body aches, unexplained loss of 
taste or smell, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. 
3. Parents should contact Ryan Peplinski ryan.peplinski@sgs.org regarding COVID-19 
exposure, positive test results, or COVID-like symptoms. In your communications with Ryan, it 
is essential that you also cc Melanie Gee melanie.gee@sgs.org in our LS office. This reduces 
Ryan’s burden of having to relay messages and hedges against missing information. 
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Medication  
All medication, including over-the-counter medicines such as Tylenol, cough drops, and throat 
lozenges, must be left in the LS Office for disbursement. School personnel will only give 
medication to students if it is accompanied by a signed permission note describing dosage and 
administration directions. For liquid medication, the medication measuring cup/spoon must be 
included with the medication. Asthma inhalers may be carried by the student and self-
administered if a student is able to self-manage.  

Birthdays   
Our students often enjoy sharing their birthdays with their friends at school, but it is optional. If 
you would like to send treats to school for your child's special day, please contact your child's 
teacher at least three days in advance for scheduling purposes.  As mentioned above, several 
students in the LS are severely allergic to peanuts/tree nuts; therefore, please avoid bringing 
peanuts/nut products for birthday treats. Please provide treats in individual servings, so that the 
teacher does not need to prepare, cut, or serve the treat. Parents are to provide paper plates 
and napkins if needed. If your child has food allergies, you are welcome to send a supply of 
alternative treats for party occasions. The teacher can store them for your child until needed.  

Party invitations should not be passed out at school. We ask that you mail or email them 
instead. Parties are very important to young children. Please be sensitive to children's feelings 
and make these events inclusive rather than exclusive. Even though invites are sent outside of 
school, children still tend to talk about the upcoming party during the school day and are aware 
of parents picking up birthday party guests. With our small class sizes, all children want to feel 
that they belong. Homeroom teachers can offer more guidance regarding birthdays. 

Volunteer Information and Background Checks 
Volunteers are valuable assets to our instruction and programming. Volunteers must complete 
page 1 and read page 2 of the OSPI Fingerprint Based Authorization for Private School 
Volunteers Form. Volunteers cannot be convicted of any of the crimes listed on page 2 and 
the background check must be processed and cleared before they work in the 
classrooms. Forms need to be updated every 3 years. Volunteers do not actually have to be 
fingerprinted. Forms can be typed in, then emailed to tracy.gonser@sgs.org. 

LS Lunch/Snack Information 
We do not stock utensils, bowls, or plates for student lunches, so please remember to include 
any needed items for your child's lunch in their lunchboxes. If your child leaves their lunch at 
home or on the bus, we do have back-up lunch items that we will provide for them, such as 
Cheerios, cheese & crackers, and/or fruit roll-up. Your student should also pack a snack each 
day, something that they can easily eat without a utensil. Due to serious food allergies in the 
Lower School, please do not pack items containing peanuts or tree nuts for lunch or snack. We 
teach students to eat the healthy parts of their lunch first, then have their desserts. Soda/pop 
and candy are not allowed for lunch at school. We will continue offering hot lunches for sale on 
Wednesdays. This will begin in October. More information will come from Melanie Gee in 
September.   
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