
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
August 2022 
 
Dear Lower School Parents and Students, 
 
We are heading into the last third of summer break, and I hope all of you have had more than a 
few chances to rest, relax, rejuvenate, and enjoy good family time. Most of you are still busy trying 
to juggle business and pleasure. My hat is off to all of you! Students, I hope you have been helpful 
to your family in many ways this summer. If you haven’t, it’s not too late to start! 
 
Welcome to our new “Dragon” families! We thank you for choosing us and for entrusting your 
children to our care. The Lower School (LS) faculty and staff are excited to have you become a part 
of the LS community and to join our returning families for a year filled with learning, adventures, 
and new friendships. My name is Rick Petrini, and last year was my first as Head of Lower School 
(HLS) after teaching here for sixteen years. The change has been both challenging and energizing! 
My experience spans thirty-three years of classroom teaching coupled with a myriad of leadership 
positions throughout that tenure. One of my favorite aspects of being HLS is getting to know the 
entire K-5 community of students, parents, and family members. I look forward to facilitating an 
upcoming year of excellence for all. 
 
Whether your child is new or returning, our aim is to help them flourish throughout the year. Our 
school’s core values of honesty, respect, generosity of spirit, and best efforts will be emphasized 
along the way as we live our mission of “inspiring scholars, athletes, and artists to serve and lead 
others.” 
 
While the teachers and staff are the lifeblood of your child’s daily experiences, our stunning 
campus is the framework which faithfully awaits the running of little feet, the exploration of its 
natural areas, and the joyful shouts and screams coming from the gymnasiums for SGS’s sixty-
seventh year. As I write this, the campus is in the middle of a frenzy of activity and improvements. 
Behind all of this is our dedicated facilities crew, working and overseeing multiple improvements 
and deep cleanings of every nook and cranny of our buildings. They have also been taking care of 
our three gyms, cultivating our landscaping, and doing everything else that I don’t have time to 
mention. In short, they are preparing this for you, for the students. A BIG thank you to these 
remarkable Dragons: Jelena Ljubisic, Sean Prien, Keith Stecher, Jill Nishimura, Javia Hayes, Zach (a 
hardworking temp), and our Director of Facilities, George Bell. 
 



Joining our LS faculty this year are three enthusiastic teachers—we can’t wait for them to get 
started working with the students! First is our new kindergarten teacher, Shantel Woodland. 
Shantel is very familiar to us since she was Erika’s student teacher last year, and one of our reliable 
subs once she earned her Washington State Teaching Certification from Western Governors 
University. Shantel has managerial experience from the business world and prior teaching 
experience at North Wall Schools. Next are our fifth-grade teachers, Emily McPherson and Maquel 
Mills. Emily earned her Washington State Teaching Certification from EWU and has experience 
working with children at SOAR as a Registered Behavior Technician as well as teaching in the 
Wellpinit School District. Maquel earned her Washington State Teaching Certification from WSU 
and has experience counseling kids at Royal Family Kids Camp and teaching in the Central Valley 
School District. All three of our new hires will add wonderfully to the energy and enthusiasm we 
have for young students in the Lower School. 
 
Returning faculty and staff for the 2022-23 school year are: Erika Mullins-Kindergarten/1st Co-
teacher, Julianne Clark-1st grade, Sarah Henrickson-2nd grade, Denie Inman-3rd grade, Jennifer 
Davenport-Art, Lynette Georgeson-Library, Jen Ward-PE, Cynthia Kirkman Romoff-Music, Pedro 
Tomazzelli-Spanish, and Melanie Gee-Administrative Assistant. Heidi Schillinger (formerly Melville) 
will move from co-teaching third grade last year to co-teaching fourth grade with Kim Cathcart. 
Kim will move from co-teaching fifth grade last year to co-teaching with Heidi in fourth. 
Additionally, I am please to announce that our counselor, Meghan Kilgore, will now have her office 
in the Lower School! She will communicate more to you, but the school has hired a second 
counselor to work with her. 
 
We do have one position open, which is posted on the SGS website and on Indeed.com. Katie 
Fitzpatrick, our former After School Enrichment (ASE) Coordinator, took a new position at 
Whitworth. We are in the middle of searching for a new ASE Coordinator. Please pass the word if 
you know of someone who might make a good fit for the position. 
 
Chess lives again as well, and our coach, James Stripes will get things rolling the first Tuesday in 
October. Hopefully many students will join the club, just as last year. All levels of players, from 
brand new to those who went to the state tournament, are welcome to join. More info coming in 
September.  
 
We will continue to follow guidance from the SRHD and DOH in terms of Covid-19. Information will 
continue to be shared as necessary by Jamie Tender, Head of School, and Ryan Peplinski, Covid 
Coordinator. 
 
Communication between home and school is vital to your child’s successful school experience. 
This school year, much of the digital communication between teachers and students/parents will 
be through our new platform, Edsby. Each homeroom and Specialist will have a page with links for 
resources, class information, and homework details. This is where information about upcoming 
assignments is found. Since Edsby is a new tool for SGS we are still in the process of transitioning 
to it. More details about parent and student use of Edsby will be made available later in August. 
 



Every week during the school year, a LS Parent Letter is posted on the Lower School Information 
page that will be linked on the SGS email update sent out at the beginning of each week. For 
optimum home-school communication, it is important to read both my page and the teachers’ 
Edsby pages.  
 
Important Forms and Documents 

We are trying to provide as many forms as possible in PowerSchool (https://ps.sgs.org/public/).  
Please sign in with your parent password to access the forms and complete them as soon as 
possible. If for some reason you are unable to log in, please contact tech.support@sgs.org.   

• Please refer to the Electronic Form and Permission Slip Instructions and form checklist for 
a complete list of required forms. These are due on August 19th. 

• Documents are available online at sgs.org, Parent Portal tab (the password is inspiring), 
then you should see Documents and Bulletins or Back to School Documents. 

o I encourage you to review the 2022-23 Calendar and make note of holidays and 
teacher in-service days. 

Speaking of calendars, please mark your calendars now for the following beginning-of-the-year 
events. You don’t want to miss these special, community opportunities: 
 
Saturday, August 20: New Family Canoe/Kayak Float, 9:30-1:00  If you are a new family, you 
should already have an invitation to this event. If from some oversight you have not been invited, 
please contact tami.peplinski@sgs.org asap. We look forward to time on the river with you! 
 
Tuesday, August 30:  K-5 Meet & Greet, 3:00-4:00 pm  Lower School students and parents are 
encouraged to drop by and meet teachers, see your classroom, and drop off school supplies. 
 
Wednesday, August 31:   
First Day for Lower School, 8:25 am-3:15 pm  Classroom doors open at 8:15 and class begins 
promptly at 8:25 (students are tardy if they arrive in the classroom after 8:25).  
Parent Coffee, 8:00 am – 9:00 am  After dropping off your children, please come join us for coffee 
and a few announcements, hosted by the Parent Association (PA). Location will be outside of our 
main gym, ESAC. Everyone is invited to attend, to make some new acquaintances, and to celebrate 
the start of a new year! 
 
Thursday, September 1: First Day of Cross Country Practice (grades 2-5)  Be on the lookout for 
information from Coach Denie.  
 
Friday, September 2:  K-12 Dragon Dance, 2:15-3:00 pm  Parents are invited to watch this SGS 
tradition which begins on the Davenport Hill. It is spectacular! 
 
Monday, September 5:  No School-Labor Day. 
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Thursday, September 8:  LS Back-to-School Night, 6:30-8:00 pm. Classroom teachers and 
Specialists (Art, Library, Music, PE, and Spanish) will discuss their programs. This night is for 
parents only. More information to come. 
 
Building relationships and strengthening our community are of utmost importance to me. I look 
forward to seeing you around campus, or conversing with you on the phone, to catch up or get to 
know you better. I will be spending about half of each week in classrooms and interacting with 
students. Should you wish to meet with me, Melanie Gee will be scheduling my appointments. You 
may contact her at melanie.gee@sgs.org or (509) 464-8743. I look forward to what we can 
accomplish together. 
 
Enjoy your summer and continue making family memories! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rick Petrini 
Head of Lower School 
 
 

mailto:melanie.gee@sgs.org

