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Innovation & Resilience
 Head Lines

year only strengthened that resolve.  Since 
September, I have started each day by welcom-
ing our Lower School students during their 
morning drop-off.  They were so excited to be 
at school, often running or skipping into the 
building.  The 6th-12th graders were needing 
the social and emotional outlets of school and 
to get them back on campus was paramount.  
The students were willing, eager, and appre-
ciative to be back on campus, but the adults 
were even more excited to have them here.  
Witnessing the innovation and resilience 
of all community members has reinforced 
our confidence in the Saint George’s way of 
preparing students for life after SGS.   

I would like to thank all those members 
of our faculty and staff that will be retiring, 
relocating, or pursuing new positions outside 
of teaching next year.  They have all made 
significant contributions during their time at 
SGS and the school is better for it!  Please be 
sure to read about these terrific people in the 
magazine.  

In fact, in the pages that follow, I invite 
you to take a trip down our SGS memory 
lane for 2021.  Join me in celebrating the 
accomplishments, cherishing the memories, 
honoring the challenges, and looking forward 
to next year!  

Have a great summer, and Go Dragons!
— Jamie Tender, Head of School 

Jamie Tender,
Head of School

A socially distanced 
6th grade Spanish 
class gets a workout 
in the Middle School 
courtyard.

DDear SGS Community,
What a year!  The last 15 months tested 

us all like no other, and we were up to the 
challenges we faced.  The rhythm of a typical 
school year was absent, but one day at a time, 
the weeks and months moved at a familiar 
pace, that has some asking, “where did the 
time go?”  Now, we reflect on the accomplish-
ments of 2020-21 (which there were many!), 
as well as consider what to change, what to 
continue, and what to stop for the 2021-22 
school year.  The upcoming school year will 
undoubtedly provide new challenges and 
unknowns.  However, based on the resilience 
of the community this year, we will be ready.

The success of this year would not have 
been possible without our dedicated faculty, 
staff, administration, and Board of Trustees.  
This was a team effort that began in March 
2020 and is ongoing.  The tireless effort 
and trust of the faculty allowed our students 
to learn in-person and on-line starting in 
September 2020 (K-8) and then safely adding 
classes/students throughout the fall and 
finally having over 80% attending in person 
in January.  It was so exciting to have students 
back on campus to energize the hallways and 
classrooms that had fallen eerily quiet.  

We were able to cover most of the con-
tent as students were “attending” classes five 
days per week throughout the year.  Teachers 
re-imagined lessons and engaged students, 
simultaneously teaching students in the class-
room and in a distance learning format in 
retrofitted teaching spaces that allowed for the 
physical distancing required by the state.  

The partnership with our parents has 
been strengthened this year as they have been 
so supportive in our efforts to keep all our stu-
dents safe.  Parents transported their children 
each day, sent them in with their “Golden 
Ticket” or kept them home as needed.  This 
cooperation kept SGS open and without any 
COVID cases spread within the community.  
Amazing diligence by all!

I have been so proud to be associated 
with the Saint George’s community and this 

“I have been 
so proud to 
be associated 
with the Saint 
George’s com-
munity and 
this year only 
strengthened 
that resolve.”
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 Farewells

The 
Many
Passions

of
Kathy
Johnson

The 
Many
Passions

of
Kathy
Johnson

The proof of her success was evident each 
fall starting in 2005 when seniors who had 
started in her Kindergarten class returned for 
the Thanksgiving Feast.  While they marveled 
at Kathy’s photos of themselves as five-year-
olds, she took pride in the accomplishments of 
these fine young adults.

Kathy also saw her gifts reaching beyond 
a single classroom—exercising leadership skills, 
earning a Masters in guidance and counseling 
before she was married, and completing 
Whitworth’s Principal Certification courses.  
She even was an adjunct professor at EWU’s 
night program for teachers.  So when she 
moved up to Head of the Lower School in 
2013, she was ready for the new responsibilities.

“She has led with grace and respect 
and built a strong faculty culture during her 
tenure,” says current Head of School Jamie 
Tender.  “Kathy also has a wealth of experience 
that she contributes to the K-12 organization 
as a key member of the Administrative team.”

“Every day I get in my car and love 
coming to work,” she says.  “It has been an 
ultimate pleasure to work with the committed 
professionals and life-long learners in the 
Lower School.  They bring out the best in 
each other and in their students.  We share 
a common bond—a passion for teaching and 
developing the potential of each child.  They 
are an inspiration to me!”

“I always said, the day I didn’t want to 
come to work, I’d exit.  That day never came.”  
But the time did come when Kathy wanted 
to pursue other passions—spending time with 
her children, grandchildren, and twin sister, 
Karen.  Plus a visit to Kenya, bicycle trips 
through Europe, and the historic cities of 
Savannah and Charleston are on her bucket list.

As she retires, Kathy knows the 
Lower School will be in capable hands.  
“Fourth-grade teacher Rick Petrini did his 
Administrative Internship with me the past 
year.  He will go the extra mile to support 
these teachers as they continue to make 
learning fun and engaging for their students.”

So farewell, Kathy.  Your students, 
teachers, parents and colleagues at Saint 
George’s wish you joy as you continue to 
pursue your many passions!

— John Carter, Communications Director

T“Teaching is my passion, just being with 
children,” says Kathy Johnson, Saint 
George’s Kindergarten teacher for 21 years.  
“But my passion is also supporting and 
mentoring teachers,” says the vivacious 
woman who has served as Head of the Lower 
School for the past eight years.

When marketing consultants identified 
“passionate teachers” as one of the key 
distinctive features of Saint George’s School, 
they must have had Kathy in mind.

Her connections with SGS go back to 
her wedding, when she married a 1969 SGS 
graduate and included a couple of Dragons 
in the wedding party.  After seven years of 
teaching grades 3 to 6 in Western Washington, 
she and Jim moved to Spokane in 1985, where 
she tutored kids and served as Christian 
Education Director for their church.  

Then in 1990, Kathy was called to be 
a substitute for another substitute at Saint 
George’s, which led to a permanent sub role 
in the Lower School office and in 2nd grade.  
In the fall of 1992, she was hired to teach K, 
1st, and 2nd graders in a multi-age classroom, 
and so began her connection with the 
Kindergarten that continued, later as the sole 
K teacher, for more than two decades.  Her 
teaching principles never wavered: “Teach each 
child to feel good about their uniqueness and 
make learning a passionate desire.”
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“Kathy is one of 
the most positive 
people I know. She 
always looks for 
the best in others 
and brings her 
“can do” attitude 
to all situations. 
I appreciate her 
deep care and 
love for all of the 
Lower School 
teachers, students, 
and families. The 
relationships she 
has formed will be 
the legacy she is 
leaving behind.” 
- Erika Mullins, 
Kindergarten

“I would like to 
thank Kathy for 
always having a 
smile to brighten 
our day.  She is an 
incredibly positive 
leader, no matter 
the situation.” 
- Jennifer Ward,  
LS Physical Ed.

“I’ve worked with Kathy for 18 years, 
and I think she is amazing. Through good 
times and bad, she maintains energy, enthu-
siasm, and a positive, can-do attitude. As an 
administrator, Kathy is a tireless advocate for 
her faculty. She is always ready to listen and to 
problem solve. Kathy supports teachers and 
fosters a family-like community in the Lower 
School. She often volunteers to cover classes 
or break duties to help teachers out. Kathy 
cares deeply about each of us, and it has been 
such a joy to work with her over the years. 
She is irreplaceable, and she will be deeply 
missed.” 

- Jennifer Davenport, LS Art 

“I can’t imagine a Lower School  
without Kathy Johnson in it. From my son 
Max’s first day of Kindergarten to the Thanks-
giving Feast as a senior in Kathy’s classroom, 
she’s been a part of his life. As a parent, as a 
colleague, and as a friend, Kathy’s no non-
sense, upbeat presence has helped me through 
every parenting and teaching milestone. Kathy 
has always modeled being a problem solver, 
taking care of yourself and family first, and 
being an energetic, positive teacher for every 
child that comes through our classrooms. No 
one advocates more strongly for her students 
and faculty. Kathy is a gifted teacher and 
administrator who intuitively knows what her 
teachers, students, and parents need to be 
their absolute best selves. My family and I have 
been truly blessed and enriched by having 
Kathy in our lives.”

- Denie Inman, 3rd Grade

“Kathy is one of a kind. She always 
goes above and beyond for her teachers 
and the students of SGS. Kathy was always 
hands-on with everything from the learning of 
students to the professional development of 
staff, and even in planning of the LS events. 
Not only does Kathy care about the teachers as 
faculty and the students as learners, she cares 
about their well-being. Kathy knows about 
lives outside of school which shows her dedica-

tion to getting to know her staff on a personal 
level as well. Thank you for your mentorship 
and amazing leadership, Kathy. We will miss 
you!”

- MacKenzie Crittenden, 5th Grade

“When looking at schools for my kids, 
I met both Erika and Kathy on a kindergarten 
visitation day.  Both were so welcoming and 
inviting that I had the immediate knowledge 
that SGS was the place for any child, and that 
they would nurture my kids and enable them 
to develop a love for learning.  Following this, 
I got to know Kathy as both a parent and oc-
casional substitute over the next couple years, 
during which time my initial impression was 
further reinforced as Kathy has truly been the 
heartbeat of the Lower School.  After becom-
ing a full-time teacher at SGS, I have generated 
a whole new appreciation of her and the job 
she does.  She is positive, supportive, and 
encouraging to her teachers yet also balances 
the demands from parents and challenges of 
being the leader of the Lower School.  She is a 
tireless leader who I am proud to have worked 
for these past several years, and I will be sad to 
see her go, although I am incredibly excited for 
her starting this next chapter of her life.” 

- Sarah Henrickson, 2nd Grade

“Kathy knows how important it is 
to balance professional life and personal life. 
As a leader, she never tires of hearing about 
the children and family occasions which 
brighten the days of her staff members outside 
of school. At school, Kathy is a true servant 
leader. She is always at the ready to pitch 
in and make things work in the face of any 
obstacles or scheduling conflicts. Ever since 
becoming our principal, Kathy has never lost 
sight of her roots in teaching. It’s always fun 
to see students of various grade levels sitting 
in her office, reading stories they have self-
authored in class. That’s just one of the myriad 
ways Kathy stays connected with the students 
and knits all of the Lower School together.”

- Rick Petrini, 4th Grade

Kathy’s Teachers Share the Love

“Kathy has always 
cared deeply about 
the teachers and 
staff and always 
has our best 
interests, as well as 
the best outcome 
for the students, 
in mind when she 
makes decisions for 
the Lower School.  
She will be truly 
missed by me, her 
‘right hand’.” 
- Melanie Gee, LS 
Admin. Assistant
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Clockwise from Above:
Kathy Johnson and the 

Lower School sending 
a 5th grader across the 

bridge, Recognition 
Ceremony on Graduation 

Lawn, the Class of 2028 
on the bridge to the 

Middle School 

Crossing the Bridge
 Lower School

—the bridge that separates the Lower School 
from the Middle School.  The 5th Grade 
Recognition and Bridge Crossing Ceremony 
represents the culmination of their time in 
the Lower School, the beginning of their 
educational journey as children. 

Crossing this bridge signifies their 
journey from childhood to adolescence.  On 
one side, as they walk to the bridge, they are 
surrounded by students and teachers from 
the lower grades that they have been a part 
of.  This moment allows students to reflect 

on all that they have learned 
and accomplished in the Lower 
School as they cross the bridge 
and are welcomed by the Middle 
School principal, teachers, 
classmates, and parents to the 
next step in their educational 
journey. They may be closing 
one chapter, but are opening 
the next as Saint George’s 
Middle School students. 

— MacKenzie Crittenden  
 and Kim Cathcart,  
 5th Grade Teachers

Saint George’s Magazine   Spring-Summer 20216

W
When one thinks of Saint George’s School, 
they think of the student accomplishments, 
the community feel, and of course, the 
gorgeous campus.  From the large green 
lawns, the twisting river, and miles of trails, 
no one can deny that the campus at Saint 
George’s is unlike any other.  There are parts 
of the campus that are riddled with tradition, 
such as the bridge that students look forward 
to crossing at the end of senior year. 

Like the seniors, the Lower School 
students also look forward to crossing a bridge 
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Counter Clockwise 
from Above:
Students giving their 
Genius Hour presentations 
including cooking up a 
dish to share, showing 
watercolor paintings, 
baking breads and chocolate 
chip cookies, presenting the 
Elon Musk air freshener,  
and explaining how to  
make an athletic shoe.

Genius Hour Lessons
 Middle School

student to choose the vehicle in which they 
learn all of these skills.  It also promotes 
the creativity we want all of our students 
to maintain as they move through their 
academic and professional lives. 

— Matt Melka, MS Social Studies Teacher

G
Genius Hour was born out of an idea that 
major industry leaders have been using 
to help foster a creative and productive 
workspace.  These giants of industry have 
been giving 20% of employee work time 
to pursue passion projects.  Here at Saint 
George’s School (and other schools across the 
country), we have adopted this 20% time and 
call it Genius Hour. 

Finding a passion can be a daunting 
challenge for many middle school 
students, so we spend a majority of the Fall 
brainstorming project ideas together.  Each 
student writes ideas on sticky notes for our 
middle school hall, create word clouds, 
brainstorm on tables, make “Passion” 
brackets, and listen to podcasts.  The 
biggest part about finding a passion is the 
collaboration between peers to help one 
another truly find what one is passionate 
about before diving into their own projects.

After brainstorming a passion, students 
choose a topic or an interest and generate a 
guiding question.  Over the next five months, 
they create a presentation to share with 
their classmates and the community.  Some 
of the projects from this past year include 
creating doggie gift bags to raise money for 
animal shelters, learning to crochet with 
their grandma, making a coloring book from 
scratch and donating it to a local children’s 
charity, designing a shoe in collaboration 
with Nike, learning French, creating custom 
Car Fresheners in the shape of Elon Musk 
(cleverly called Elon Musk Musk), running a 
mile in under six minutes, learning how to 
live-stream sporting events in the Covid-Era, 
and the list goes on. 

We believe that Genius Hour is a 
valuable use of that 20% of class because 
it allows us to teach fundamental skills 
such as organization, management of time, 
research and writing, communicating with 
professionals, and public speaking.  These 
are all skills that are valuable no matter what 
profession students want to pursue after they 
leave Saint George’s School, and allows the 



8 Saint George’s Magazine   Spring-Summer 2021

Light and Dark
 Upper School

A
As a professional photographer and SGS 
alumna, I led some of our high school 
students through a night photography class 
on Friday, April 30, with the help of Melanie 
Mildrew, Director of Outdoor & Community 
Service Programs.  The students began their 
evening by wandering around campus in 
nature, learning about macro photography, 
ISO, aperture, and shutter speed.  After 
a dinner from the grill, students took a 
Photoshop lesson to create double exposures 
that superimposed their portraits onto a 
starry sky.  

Once it was dark, long exposures were 
used so that students could “paint” with 
light, resulting in the beautiful images in this 
gallery.  The light patterns were created using 
glow sticks and steel wool.  One student 
even tried light painting in a kayak!  The 
evening ended with s’mores and a “magic” 
colored fire.  Everyone camped out on the 
Graduation Lawn and awoke to the loud 
chorus of springtime birds.  

— Maja Rodell, SGS Class of 2008

Clockwise from  
Upper Right:

Double exposure of 
student and stars, 

ready—aim—shoot!, 
under the flagpole, 

painting with glow-
sticks, “magic fire” 
colors, and another 

visitor on campus  
that evening
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May Term  Explorations
 Upper School

A
After a year’s hiatus, Upper School students 
got to choose among nine all-day courses this 
spring for May Term that ran from May 28 
through June 8.  The photos on this page give 
just a taste of the variety of topics covered, 
locations visited, games played, and creative 
activities explored.

Rock climbing with 
the Outdoor class 

above Banks Lake in 
the Grand Coulee

Food & Parks class making 
mayonnaise at the Park 

Lodge Restaurant

Bollywood-style 
dancing on stage

Carving a 
wood block print

Checking building plans at  
a Habitat House in Deer Park

Mindfulness class works 
on a colorful puzzle

Reacting to a  
card in the  

Epic Games class

“Fish Bowl” actors make a decision  
in the Film class’ movie
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Graduation

Y

Rising to the Challenge

Student 
Address
 
You know, 
Every day I peruse the interwebs on social media
Paging through (the) posts and comments like an encyclopedia
On the surface it’s all nice, but it’s not uncomplicated,
Endless dark Rabbit holes sowing divisia, (‘tis) easy to feel inundated
And sometimes the hatred makes me feel the anaemia,
Lightheaded, all the shame and spite in the world concentrated,
Every non-issue inflated and overstated, while the real life is left alienated,
It’s easy to get lost and caught up in the world feeling so connected yet so repudiated—
I can’t exaggerate-it.

(We’re) missing the forest for the trees, sometimes it feels like a hurtling breeze,
Other times (it) kinda feels like you can’t unfreeze, us absentees in a world of disease
This past year it’s been all too easy to lose hope
As we all cope, oh it’s the same old trope, with COVID-19,
It’s all “unforeseen” and quarantine—There are no guarantees.

But I digress, from this whole pandemic mess,
In this perfunctory address, I want to profess
That through this obscene latrine world machine
SGS for all of us good has been.
For all the war upon our shores, my faith is renewed at these doors
In stark contrast to the world’s uproar, this community’s rapport
Has been my ground in this anything but static world.

Each Dragon an individual, heart of gold, doth often make me forget the cold
I rest easy knowing I learn in such a stronghold
Of genuine people, who all told
Germinate from setbacks like a marigold.

Do not despair, for while our lives may seem to be on a tear
A second I do not spare, surrounded by those who care.
In a year unfair with little fanfare, to all you seniors in folding chairs
Many thanks for your great care, (in) upholding the golden rule…

And on behalf of all my classmates—I guess we’re at the end of the spool:
Thank you, Saint George’s School!
 — John DeForest, Class of 2021

T
Through more than a year of 
hybrid classes, cancelled activities, 
postponed athletics, and COVID 
protocols, the Class of 2021 
persevered, rising to each challenge.  
In the end, they enjoyed many of the 
usual end of senior year traditions—
yearbook signing, Prom, and most 
importantly crossing Graduation 
Bridge and receiving their diploma on 
Graduation Lawn.  Yet it was also a 
ceremony that was live-streamed to the 
ten students who spent their senior 
year distance learning from China. 

Here are some images from 
that day, along with the rap-styled 
student address by John DeForest, 
to remember the successful end to a 
most untraditional year.

Above:  Josh Hayes’ magical 
invocation, Jamie Billings’ 

faculty address to the seniors

John DeForest finds 
the right rhymes 

for this senior year
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Reagan Ivey  
received  
the Head of 
School Cup

Rachel (Hildie) 
Davidson’s 
benediction

The Class of 2021 on 
Graduation Bridge   

Upper School Head 
Francesca Mulazzi 

and SGS faculty with 
the graduated seniors 
lined up behind them 

for their receptionWaiting on the bridge 

Marching in to the 
music of bagpipes 

Blue outfits with  
red roses and ties 

A class that 
knows how  
to wear  
masks

Alli Dixon was awarded the Alumni 
Association Community Service Award 

Class of 1971
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Back Row from Left:  Aidan Kelly, Nico Morales, Nic McIndoe, Chaitanya Nalluri, Nick Watkins, Kyley Doughty, 

Middle Row from Left:  Nolan Kimball, Aidan Reichel, Audrey Harrill, Dana Mogensen, Sydney Bledsoe,  

Front Row from Left:  Erika Piotrowski, Addy Lennemann, Alli Dixon, Cambrie Rickard, Nicole Cook,

Graduation

Saint George’s Magazine   Spring-Summer 202112

The Class of 2021The Class of 2021 Seniors 
in China:
Seniors 
in China:
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Graduation
See more photos 
from commencement 
ceremonies for the 
Class of 2021 at 

www.sgs.org/ 
magazinett--

Kelsey Doughty, Paul Darnall, Nick Henning, Shayden Brown, Jake Gliniak, Tristan Krzyzanek

Kuhu Amin, Gabi Cunningham, Josie Melville, Alex Gustafson, Ella Stiller, John DeForest, Alec Bunn

Zadie Rigsby, Carol Wolff, Reagan Ivey, Katie Carter, John Michael Field

Feng (Clark) Chen, Nianwen Dan, Kaihao (Ray) Lei, Jianbo (Cliff) Ma, Lingzuo (Paige) Tang, Wenqing (Winnie) Wu, Jiahui (Henry) Xu, 
Jiepu (Yoyo) Yang, Lan (Sophie) Yao, Yufan (Celia) Zhao
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Faculty & Staff Farewells
The SGS Community

faculty in 2004 and taught through 2011.  After 
a short time away, he returned as the SGS 
physics teacher and US advisor.  In 2005, Rick 
became the founding advisor of the SGS Robot-
ics team, better known in FIRST as Team 1595.  
The rookie robotics season was impressive as 
the robot outperformed expectations as well as 
most of their competitors.  Rick has continued 
to advise TEAM 1595 to success at Regionals, 
Worlds and China over the years. Rick has also 
been a stalwart in the SGS Outdoor Program, 
assisting Melanie Mildrew on countless trips 
across the Western U.S.  We wish Rick well in 
his retirement and new adventures.  

— Jamie Tender, Head of School

Judy Hafso
Lower School Music Teacher

For the past 16 years, Judy Hafso has art-
fully created a musical environment for students 
to explore the world of music.  Her gifts are 
extraordinary as she shared her passion of 
music with students and made “joyful sounds” 
together.  We all relished celebrating together 
during our weekly Friday Assemblies led by 
Judy’s sing-a-longs and special performances.   
As program director extraordinaire, Judy 
established the Grades 3-5 Choir, orchestrated 
the 5th Grade Musical, and produced the most 
memorable Holiday Concerts.  With grace, 
calm, and a “can-do” attitude, Judy made what 
most people thought impossible—possible.   No 
matter the age, students found success discover-
ing their voice or playing an instrument.  Even 
adults had fun drumming with Judy!  With a 
song in her heart, Judy and her husband, Marc, 
plan to enjoy their retirement spending precious 
time with family and rediscovering Canada. 

 — Kathy Johnson, Head of Lower School

Jean Hardie
Middle & Upper School Drama

Jean Hardie came to Saint George’s in 
1997, but I knew her from seven years earlier.  
That’s when I accompanied the Civic Theatre’s 
production of “Nunsense” with Jean as Mother 
Superior.  She brought her acting experience 
to the Middle and Upper School drama classes 
as well as directing or assisting in every school 
production.  She did all of the lighting and cho-
reography, assisted with costuming and makeup 

Kerry Clark
Director of College Counseling &
Upper School English Teacher

Kerry Clark joined the SGS community in 
2013 and has worn many hats.  As a counselor, 
Kerry has helped hundreds of students find 
their best fit college choice.  He has written 
more than 300 letters of recommendation to 
support applications and scholarships!  He has 
taught Theory of Knowledge, as well as pre-IB 
English, English Language and Culture, and 
IB English B to our international students – 
even teaching them in the evening to accom-
modate students distance learning from China 
during COVID.  Kerry guided student writers 
as faculty supervisor for “The Round Table” 
newspaper.  He was also coach and cheerleader 
for SGS athletes on MS and US baseball, vol-
leyball, and MS and US soccer teams.  Kerry’s 
positive spirit, dry sense of humor, and can-do 
attitude will serve him well as college counselor 
at a new IB school in Redmond, WA.    

— Francesca Mulazzi, Head of Upper School

Rachel Davidson
Upper School Math Teacher

 Rachel (Hildie) Davidson has been 
developing supportive relationships with SGS 
students and helping them build confidence 
in their math skills since 2015.  She is famous 
for correcting and returning tests in an average 
of 2 hours and 12 minutes and for the cult-like 
following she has for her May Term Car Repair 
class.  She might hold the record for the most 
different classes ever taught: Advanced Geom-
etry, Algebra 2, Algebra 2 with Trigonometry, 
and six different IB Math courses!  Rachel 
recently finished a M.A. in Administrative 
and Nonprofit Leadership from Whitworth 
University and will develop youth programs at 
the Spokane YMCA. We will miss her hard-
working energy and commitment. Best of luck 
in all you do, Rachel!

— Francesca Mulazzi, Head of Upper School

Rick DeFord
Upper School Physics Teacher & 
Robotics Advisor

Rick DeFord is completing an amazing 
career at SGS.  He joined the Upper School 

Rachel (Hildie) 
Davidson

Rick DeFord

Judy Hafso

Kerry Clark

Jean  
Hardie
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Josh Hayes

Alison 
Ramsey

Rachel 
Musser

Ashley Miller

Paulina McGougan

for every show, and directed most of them.  Her 
unending energy in moving a show forward and 
her wealth of knowledge were amazing.  She 
also helped direct the dance classes during May 
Term.  We will miss her talent!  Thank you, 
Jean!     

— David Demand, MS/US Music Director

Josh Hayes
Upper School History Teacher

 Josh Hayes joined the Upper School 
Faculty in 2004 and is finishing his 17th year at 
Saint George’s.  He has taught the spectrum of 
classes including History, Economics, Theory of 
Knowledge, Game Theory, and a Zombie May 
Term class, as well as serving as History Depart-
ment Chair.  Josh taught both the AP and IB 
curriculum over the years and served as a grader/
examiner for both programs.  Josh also coached 
teams to strong finishes in History and Econom-
ics contests.  For 14 years, Josh was head coach of 
the boys and girls Cross Country teams, where 
his teams won multiple regional and district titles 
as well as state titles for the boys in 2006 and 
2007.  We wish him well on his new adventures 
and will miss his brown bag lunches where he 
provided financial tips to his colleagues.

— Jamie Tender, Head of School

Paulina McGougan
Middle School Spanish Teacher 

Paulina McGougan has been a tireless 
educator and advocate for her students’ learn-
ing.  I have never seen a teacher so willing to give 
of their time to do extra tutoring and offering 
unlimited extra attempts on assessments.  Senora 
McGougan cares deeply about supporting and 
challenging her students so that they can suc-
cessfully learn Spanish.  When she joined the 
Middle School in 2013, as part of the 6th grade 
team, Mr. Kirsch and I both worked hard to try 
to keep up with her.  I have never seen anyone 
do a better job of continually keeping track of 
grades, assignments, touching base with students 
and communicating with parents.  Her positive 
attitude and work ethic are contagious, and her 
tenure in the Middle School made every teacher 
better.  We will all miss her vivacious personality 
next year.     

— Joelle Neiwert, Middle School Head

Ashley Miller
Director of Development

Ashley Miller joined the SGS Administra-
tive team as the Director of Development in July 

2019.  She jumped into the community, quickly 
learning the software, managing the Annual 
Fund, representing SGS at Rotary and prepar-
ing for the 2020 Auction.  Like everything else, 
the role of Development Director had to shift 
during the pandemic to an online and virtual 
approach.  Our Annual Fund campaign has had 
strong participation and is close to meeting our 
projected goals, and the first ever Virtual Gala 
was presented with much success.  Her willing-
ness to cover classes and collect golden tickets 
this year was an invaluable contribution to our 
school community.  We wish Ashley well as she 
leaves Spokane to move home to Columbia, 
South Carolina. 

— Jamie Tender, Head of School

Rachel Musser
Lower School Spanish Teacher

Rachel Musser joined our LS community 
three years ago and instantly impacted the lives 
of her students and colleagues.  A gifted teacher, 
Rachel skillfully guided her students in learning 
the Spanish language and culture.  Rachel made 
learning fun through her project-based activities, 
cultural celebrations, and integrated curriculum.  
Learning a new language can be daunting, but 
Rachel masterfully crafted her lessons, so each 
student felt success and a willingness to take 
risks in speaking Spanish.  Thank you, Rachel, 
for sharing your proficiency of teaching and 
excitement in learning with your students.  We 
all wish you the very best in your new adventures 
in Texas.

Kathy Johnson, Head of Lower School

Alison Ramsey
Registrar & Executive Assistant 
to Head of School 

Alison Ramsey joined the SGS staff in 2018 
as Registrar and Executive Assistant to the Head 
of School.  In her three years at SGS, she used 
her organizational skills to improve multiple 
databases, including better connections with our 
alumni, and made our interactions with NWAIS, 
OSPI, DOH and the Washington State Board 
of Education more efficient.  Alison helped 
organize successful hospitality events prior to 
the pandemic.  During the past year, her insight 
and guidance were invaluable in organizing and 
navigating special events such as Graduation.  
Alison brought an excellent work ethic and great 
experience to SGS, and we wish her luck in her 
new position.

– Jamie Tender, Head of School
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Dragon Athletics

Short Sports Seasons

On the Web
See more photos of 
Dragon Athletics at

www.sgs.org/ 
magazinett--

IIn more than 20 years as an Athletic 
Director, none was more challenging 
than 2020-21.  We made plans over 
countless meetings that were postponed 
or cancelled, over and over again, 
based on recommendations from the 
State Department of Health and the 
Governor.  Watching other states com-
pete around the nation with very few 
setbacks, gave our students an added 
level of frustration.  

Once we were given the green-
light to begin workouts in the fall, our 

coaches, led by Mark Rickard, started 
the process of getting our COVID-
sequestered students back in shape, 
both physically and mentally.  While 
there were pauses and speed bumps 
along the way, we strived to help our 
student-athletes anyway we could.  

The day finally came when we 
could begin our fall sports season 
-- on February 10th.  Some good 
weather made for a brief but reward-
ing schedule for our cross country, 
soccer and volleyball teams.  We 

transitioned into spring sports (track, 
golf and tennis) at the start of April and 
then to basketball in mid-May.  While 
our seasons were short and lacked 
any statewide playoffs, they provided 
a much needed outlet for those who 
love to compete.  We look forward to a 
more normal sports experience in the 
fall.  

— Ryan Peplinski, Athletic Director,  
 COVID Coordinator & 

 Boys’ Basketball Coach

Boys & Girls Cross Country

Boys Soccer Girls Soccer
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Boys & Girls Golf

Boys Basketball

Girls Basketball

Boys & Girls Track & Field

Boys & Girls Tennis

Girls Volleyball
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In Search 
      of
In Search 
      of

Thoughts on Cairo, 
 History, and the 
  Saint We All Share

Mar GirgisMar Girgis
AA few stops down the metro line from Cairo’s infa-
mous Tahrir Square sits a sleepy neighborhood with 
an intriguing window on Egypt’s early antiquity. 
Mar Girgis—or in English, St. George—is a place I’ve 
visited several times since moving to Cairo. For a 
Saint George’s alum, it holds a mystique and poses 
some questions I’ve been mulling over for a while. 

As you step off the train, you are met by a large 
sandstone wall that conceals some of the oldest and 
most unique houses of worship in three world reli-
gions. These include Egypt’s oldest surviving syna-
gogue, dating to the 9th century, and the country’s  
    first mosque, erected first in 642 following the  
    Arab conquest of Egypt, and rebuilt twice, lastly  
     in 1179 by Saladin (of crusade fame). Winding  
     through cool and quiet alleyways, you come  
     next to the Christian heritage sites, which bear  
      an intriguing departure in style from the cathe- 
      drals and chapels seen throughout Europe and  
       the United States. Safeguarding these are  
       the walls of the late Roman Fortress of  
            Babylon, erected under Emperor Trajan in  
                  the 1st century. This marked the border  

between Upper and Lower Egypt in early antiquity 
and served as a strategic base for Roman troops.  
It also housed the entrance to the Canal of the  
Pharaohs (an ancient waterway dug to link the  
Nile with the Red Sea). 

Fixed atop one of the fortress towers is the 
Church of St. George (rebuilt multiple times since 
the 10th century, most recently in 1909). Wander-
ing through its lovely nave and contemplating sever-
al representations of the Saint in his dragon-slaying 
pose, I began to wonder how his legend emerged 
and grew into a symbol adopted and adapted by so 
many cultures and traditions over the years. 

by Leslie Cohen ‘08

The Church of 
St. George  
in Cairo, 
Egypt
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Sculpture adorning the 
Church of St. George, 
depicting the saint  
as a Roman officer  
(as opposed to later 
Medieval renderings, 
which show him as a 
knight or crusader)

Leslie Cohen ‘08
Editor for  
The Cairo Review  
of Global Affairs,
Cairo, Egypt

Here in Cairo, St. George is so clearly 
embedded in the Christian faith that no one 
would mention him outside that context. 
Yet at Saint George’s School, which was 
founded as an Episcopalian school in 1955 
but became secular a mere two years later, 
he is something else entirely. Closer to the 
myth of King Arthur perhaps, a hero, cer-
tainly, but… the story is malleable. We often 
celebrate the dragon more than the knight, 
and yet “Dragon Slayers” is another facet of 
the school’s identity. So how did this come 
to be? What is it about this story, this figure 
in history, that retains meaning for us even as 
it morphs into something new, thousands of 
years and miles removed from the life of the 
man in question? 

What we know about George himself is 
limited. He is believed to have been born in 
Cappadocia (modern Turkey) and served as a 
high-ranking officer in the Roman army. His 
execution was ordered by Emperor Diocle-
tian, near Lydda (in modern Israel) in 303 
AD, for refusing to renounce his Christian 
faith. Stories of his courage spread quickly 
following his death, with accounts emerging 
that he had been killed several times during 
a protracted torture, but miraculously risen 
each time until his ultimate beheading. He 
was canonized in 494 by Pope Gelasius, and 
by the 9th century his Saint’s Day on April 
23rd was celebrated throughout Europe.  

English kings from the 12th century 
onward took an interest in the saint, invoking 
his name and image as protection in battle, 
and he became patron saint of England 
under King Henry VIII. While this might 
be how George eventually made his way into 
Spokane, WA, he is by no means owned 
by the Western tradition. Christians (as 
well as Muslims, who associate him with a 
mystical Quranic figure known as Al-Khidr—
the Green One) from Ethiopia to India, 
throughout Eastern Europe and the Middle 
East, have revered him and celebrated his 
day for centuries (on May 6th in Orthodox 
calendars). Colorful traditions, like dressing 
children up as dragons and chasing them 
through the streets, or bringing one’s horse 
to church to have it blessed (George being the 
patron saint of horses too), have abounded. 

In Romania, the festival also marks the 
return of spring and is celebrated alongside 
pre-Christian traditions, like hanging fresh 
leaves over the door, or laying the leftovers of 
the day at the roots of fruit trees to ensure a 
bountiful season.  

But the dragon? While we may have to 
consign any actual dragon-slaying to myth, 
the story of how George became associated 
with a dragon is fascinating. The legend goes 
that George happened upon a town (perhaps 
in Cappadocia, or maybe in Libya) where a 
vicious dragon had been holding the villagers 
hostage for some time. First, it devoured their 
sheep, and when those ran out, began de-
manding a yearly human tribute chosen from 
among the people. When George arrives on 
the scene, the town’s princess has just drawn 
the short stick and is on her way to give 
herself up to the dragon. George of course 
rescues her, leashes the dragon, and pledges 
to kill it for the townsfolk if they agree to 
convert to Christianity on the spot. They do 
and he does.  

What’s interesting is that this story ex-
isted in many forms, represented in different 
faiths, in carvings and paintings from ancient 
Babylonia, to Egypt, to Rome, centuries prior 
to the Christian era. The image of a hero 
fighting with a serpent-like being represented 
the basic struggle of good against evil, with 
good and evil variously interpreted. By the 
time it was adopted into Christian iconogra-
phy in the 5th century, George wasn’t even 
the one playing the hero! Saint Theodore 
held the honor until sometime in the 11th 
century when it was transferred to George (a 
motif from the interim shows them tack-
ling the beast together, with the help of St. 
Demetrius).  

What we know of today is a fine story 
and a fine hero, pasted together and immor-
talized in a collection of hagiographies called 
the Golden Legend, compiled by Italian 
chronicler Jacobus da Varagine in 1260 AD: 
a combination of Christian doctrine and 
primeval myth, captured in an image that has 
been modified and reproduced thousands of 
times throughout history. So how can a reli-
gious icon be so easily adapted into a secular 

Continued on Page 20
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school’s name, spirit, mascot, and colors, 
without anyone worrying whether its “inher-
ent Christianness” would pose a problem? 
Perhaps because the meaning behind the 
symbol is broader and deeper than any one 
faith or interpretation. 

There are whole branches of study 
devoted to understanding symbols and the 
way they work in our minds and societies 
(it’s not just Chad Rigsby). Images drawn 
from nature, and everyday life can be made 
to stand for things we all agree on through 
processes of repetition in different forms, and 
they become shorthand for ideas we want to 
share. Take the snake. In Western culture, 
we draw to mind words like ‘danger’ and 
‘treachery’, images of smooth-talking serpents 
that hypnotize and seduce people into eating 
apples. Yes, it’s in the Bible, but it’s also in 
Norse and ancient Babylonian mythologies 
(see: Jormungandr and Tiamat), and it’s in 
Disney. When Jafar transforms into a terrify-
ing cobra in the final battle with Aladdin, it 
slides right into our psyches and we accept 
it as somehow essentially right, because that 
vizier was scheming and lying the whole 
movie through. 

In the Jungian tradition, St. George’s 
battle with the dragon represents a battle 
we all must fight within ourselves, because 
we contain the hero and the dragon both. 
To control the dragon is to establish our 
identity as individuals, against the chaos, 
raw instincts, and formlessness from which 
we came. This is very much a coming-of-age 
assignment. In this version, St. George would 
not be killing the dragon, so much as coming 
to terms with it, and learning to work with it 
throughout life (some iconographies do come 
closer to this, with a horseman enveloped by 
the snake and merely staring at it, or leading 
it gently by his side).

Is this why the mascot of George and the 
Dragon still works at a little, non-religious 
school so far away from the time and place of 
its namesake? Is it why we’re able to celebrate 
both dragons and dragon-slayers, without 
getting caught in the contradiction? And is it 
why I feel a small sense of hominess when I 
visit Mar Girgis, and look up at an image not 
too different from one I grew up wearing on 
a T-shirt to basketball games? 

It’s something small, but it brings a sense 
of satisfaction at the end of all this wonder-
ing. And while many things about Egypt 
make me feel at home—most of all the people 
who’ve gone out of their way to do so—the 
little shared cultural artifacts where you 
least expect them also play a part. Of course, 
people feel their own sense of ownership 
over symbols like this one, and we needn’t 
all agree. But it is lovely how much is shared 
across cultures and centuries, and how deftly 
a simple image can remind us of it.

Leslie Cohen ’08 currently lives in Egypt 
and works as an editor for The Cairo Review 
of Global Affairs, a foreign policy magazine 
covering the Middle East and North Af-
rica. Prior to this, she worked as a graduate 
researcher on Iran, with Americorps VISTA 
for a domestic violence shelter in Anchor-
age, AK, as an (unwilling) SAT tutor, and 
as a copy-editor for Egypt’s media website 
Ahram Online. She completed her Bachelor’s 
degree in World Affairs at Hamilton College 
in 2012, and her Master’s in Security and 
Diplomacy at Texas A&M in 2015. 

Part of a tapestry 
depicting St. George 

slaying a dragon  
(circa 18th century)

Sign of the Nunnery 
of St. George (circa 

10th century) Dragons are often char-
acterized by historians as an 
amalgam of the animals people 
feared most, like lions, croco-
diles, and snakes. In most West-
ern traditions, then, they rep-
resented that primal evil, that 
humans must ever confront. In 
Christianity, that may be Satan, 
and the armor our hero wears 
may stand for Christianity, or 
faith in God.  

But there are other inter-
pretations. The psychiatrist Carl 
Jung, for example, who loved 
his symbols, held that religious 
iconography (like Mary with the 
baby Jesus, or Dionysus with his 
grapes) emerges from a deeper 
layer of symbolic knowledge that 
all humans share because they 
speak deeply to our psychology. 
We can interpret them religious-
ly, or in a number of other ways.
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Class Notes
1985
Heidi (Casperson) McKenna 
is working for a therapeutic horseback 
riding program called Heartland Equine 
Therapeutic Riding Academy (HETRA). 
“I started out as a volunteer but am 
now an assistant horse manager. I help 
condition and train our horses to work in 
the various HETRA programs. I’m also 
training to become a certified adaptive 
riding instructor.  I’ve been involved with 
therapeutic riding programs for about 10 
years now, and it’s definitely a rewarding 
experience!

“I’ve been doing triathlons for a long 
time.  One of the hardest ones I’ve ever 
done is in the Black Hills of South Dakota 
because it is so hilly on the bike portion.  
Running was always my favorite, but in my 
old age I’m starting to enjoy the swim leg 
a lot more.”

1992
Jennifer Dyreson opened Forté 
Therapy clinic on the north side of 
Spokane in August 2019.  “Prior to that, 
I worked in outpatient clinics, Providence 
Holy Family Hospital and an Extended 
Care Facility.  I have a BS in Human 
Biology from EWU, a Master’s in Physical 
Therapy from EWU.  I graduated from PT 
school in 2001. 

“The pandemic 
has definitely changed 
the path of my business 
growth.  I was on 
target to add another 
provider after ten 
months of business, 
but COVID-19 hit 
around six months and 
delayed that progress.  
I have been able to 
continue working with 
my Biller/receptionist 
throughout this unique 
time, minus three weeks, with changes 
in schedule allowing for needed cleaning 
between patients and new policies to keep 
patients and staff healthy.  Getting to know 
and market to providers and staff in doctor’s 
offices has been a challenge as well.  It has 
been an evolving learning experience!”

1993
Arrington de Dionyso (formerly 
Arrington Hughes-Tremper) wanted to 
thank “Madame” Marsha Weitz for his love 
of languages.  “Not only do I now speak 
French and Spanish with capable fluency, 
I also taught myself Italian and Indonesian 
and have worked in over thirty countries! So 
I really owe some gratitude to the Foreign 
Language Department at Saint George’s 
School for lighting that fire!”

Jen Dyreson ‘92 and family

“Even though I “only” 
attended SG for three years (1988-
91), those were years of inestimable 
impact in fostering what for me is 
a lifelong passion for learning.  I 
moved to Olympia in 1992 and 
graduated from the Evergreen 
State College in 1996.  I’ve resided 
in Olympia the whole time, but 
as an artist and professional 
musician I have performed on every 
continent except Antarctica.  In 
the pre-COVID era, I was travelling 
roughly 4-6 months out of the year 
on my own tours and sometimes 
organizing tours for international 

artists from places such as Indonesia or 
Russian Siberia (Republic of Tuva).  At 
this point, it’s been one year since my 
last public concert but I’ve been catching 
up on a variety of different recording 
projects to pass the year and painting as 
often as I can.”  

2002
Eden Mine, a novel by S.M. (Sarah) 
Hulse, received Christianity Today’s 
2021 Book Award for best work of 
fiction.  In a review of Sarah’s second 
novel, Lanta Davis, associate professor 
of humanities and literature at Indiana 
Wesleyan University, wrote:

“This is a surprising and timely 
book, written with a compassion and 
tenderness rarely given to difficult topics 
like political tension within families and 
communities. In our polarized world, 
where reductionist thinking is largely 
the norm, S. M. Hulse’s novel offers us 
nuanced characters who are trying to sort 
out their complicated bonds to other 
people. It reminds us that no individual 
should ever be  
reduced to one  
moment, one  
action, or one  
belief.” 

Arrington de Dionyso with his 
bass clarinet.  The 3D-printed 
mouthpiece he designed  
allows it to play with the  
fullness and projection  
of a tenor saxophone.
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2008
Anna Marie Schaefer Sire has been 
living in Paris since 2008, “and it has 
been a wonderful experience.  I received 
my French citizenship two years ago, was 
married in November of 2019, and just had 
a baby girl in December. Unfortunately 
due to the consequences of COVID-19, 
daily life has changed drastically in the past 
year.  In the spring of 2020 we spent two 
months in total lock down. Only people 
with the capabilities to work from home 
remained employed full time.  Since then, 
many companies have moved towards 
telecommuting.  Public places such as 
large shopping centers, theaters and movie 
theaters, museums and restaurants remain 
closed.  We are grateful for the vigilance 
and sacrifices of the healthcare workers, 
and hope that the liberties of normal 
life that we take so much for granted are 
restored quickly. 

“I have worked for Louis Vuitton since 
2014 as a pattern drafter / draper.  After 
my studies in fashion design and draping 
at l’Ecole de la Chambre Syndicale de la 
Couture Parisienne, with a lot of hard 
work I was able to turn an internship into 
a full paid job. I work in the Atelier Rare 
et Exceptionnel where we collaborate with 
the design studio to make made-to-measure 
orders for private clients, celebrity red carpet 
events, company muses, and often the First 
Lady of France.  We make dresses for events 
including the Golden Globes, the Academy 
Awards, and the Cannes Film Festival.  This 
past year we also participated in a volunteer 
movement during the lock down to make 
hospital gowns to supply the hospitals in 
Paris. I am privileged to have a wonderful 
and creative job that I love, as well as work 
with an extraordinary team of people.”  

2017
Alyson Galow and fellow Anthrozoology 
major Ashley Wilt have started Collar 
Scholars at Carroll College.  The club 
is comprised of students who assist in 
raising puppies who will eventually become 
assistance dogs through 
Canine Companions 
for Independence, a 
nationally affiliated, non-
profit organization that 
provides service dogs for 
people with disabilities, 
free of charge.  Ashley 
and Alyson have been 
participating in Canine 
Companions for the past 
five to six years having 
raised seven puppies between them, with 
another one on the way. 

“The Carroll campus has been an 
excellent place to begin this club since 
it is already so receptive to dogs from 
multiple different groups and programs.  A 
huge part of this welcoming is due to the 
Anthrozoology program fostering a sense 
of curiosity for the human and animal 
relationship among campus members.  
Additionally, it has been wonderful to 
be offered access to the PCCC Training 
Room as well as spaces like the Cube when 
needing a space for practicing skills and 
commands with the dogs,” said Alyson.   

Read the full article about Collar 
Scholars and link to a Q&A session 
with the two students about their club at 
www.sgs.org/magazine.

Anna Marie 
and husband 
in Paris

Alyson (top center) and some 
of the Collar Scholars she  
has been training

2017
Xinxiao (Iris) Dai is a senior 
majoring in Psychology and Education 
at the University of Washington.  “I 
found my passion in marketing during a 
Social Psychology class and also during 
the service of my student organization, 
Index of Seattle Life, where I serve as 
the current president. The organization 
aims to help Chinese international 
students better accommodate college life 
in Seattle through posting informative 
articles on our social media and holding 
networking events. We currently have 
45 student officers and have more 
than ten thousand followers. Last fall, I 
decided to apply for graduate programs in 
marketing, and I was luckily admitted by 
Integrated Marketing Communications at 
Northwestern University.”

Iris Dai under the 
UW’s cherry trees in bloom
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1961
Christopher Canwell passed away at 
home in University Place, WA on May 1, 
2020.  Chris was raised on a farm north 
of Spokane along with younger siblings 
Kevin Canwell ‘62 and Sandy (Canwell) 
Moulton.  His brother Kevin wrote, 
“Chris was in a special class as he was the 
quintessential SGS student.  He became 
Junior Class President, and then in his 
senior year he was elected Student Body 
President.  Also, as a special envoy for 
Headmaster Metters in his senior year, he 
spent a lot of time working with Metters in 
the big house.”

He attended 
Georgetown 
University and 
Gonzaga University, 
graduating from the 
latter in 1965.  Chris 
married his wife Joleen 
(Peterson) in 1966 in 
Spokane.  They lived 
in Bellevue before 
moving to University 
Place in 1972, where 

they raised two children – David Canwell 
and Sarah (Canwell) Katsandres.

During college Chris began working 
at The Bon Marche and completed their 
Executive Development Program. He left 
there to join Kirsch in 1971 where he 
worked until he retired in 1999 as a Senior 
Sales Representative.  Chris and Joleen 
have been active members of St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish for nearly 50 years.  
Chris served on the Parish Council, made 
meals for Nativity House, and along with 
Joleen helped prepare couples for married 
life in the Evenings for the Engaged 
program.  Chris had many hobbies that 
filled him with joy: photography, cooking, 
tennis, gardening and target shooting were 
among his favorites.  “Chris was the kind 
of brother everybody wishes they had,” 
writes Kevin.

1962
James Dean 
passed away at 
home in West 
Seattle on 
December 16, 
2020, of cancer.  
After graduating 
from Saint 
George’s, Jim 

Faculty/Staff/Friends
Shirlee Hansen Christensen, 
7th-8th grade English teacher from 
1969-78, passed away in February 
2021.  Along with teaching at SGS and 
serving as Middle School Principal from 
1973-76, Shirlee was advisor for the 
Creative Writing magazine and student 
newspapers.  She also established the 
tradition that 8th grade students would 
perform Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.  Shirlee was the mother 
of six SGS alumni—Christa Hansen 
Dennehy ‘69 (deceased), Eric Hansen 
‘71, Sara Hansen ‘72, Jeff Hansen ‘74, 
Julie Hansen-South ‘75, and Millie 
Westley ‘80—and seventh child Russell 
also attended classes at SGS.

Joan Darou, Principal of the Lower 
School (7th-8th grades) in 1964-65 and 
1972-73, passed away in January 2021.  
Joan also taught English, Reading, 
and Speech and Debate from 1964-73, 
serving as the school’s Debate coach 
during those years.

In Memoriam attended Willamette University, where he 
was a member of the Sigma Kai fraternity 
and earned a B.A. in History.  In 1969, 
he earned an MBA at the University 
of Washington with a thesis on urban 
development.  Jim and Virginia (Deedee) 
Whitaker married in Yakima in 1975 and 
raised their two sons, Greg and Michael, 
on Mercer Island before moving to West 
Seattle in 1998.  

For more than 40 years, Jim was a 
respected builder and land developer in 
the Seattle area. He built several homes 
on Mercer Island and developed sites in 
Ballard and West Seattle.

A committed member of his 
community, Jim volunteered with 
numerous organizations including his sons’ 
schools and activities, the Boys & Girls 
Club, and Habitat for Humanity.  Jim 
volunteered at the West Seattle Food Bank 
during his last 10 years and served there as 
a board member.  He loved the people he 
worked with and enjoyed delivering food 
to homebound clients. Jim was an avid 
hiker, backpacker, and skier, spending time 
in Sun Peaks, BC, and exploring the wider 
world.

1965
Jeffrey Kopet passed away in 
Spokane on December 13, 2020, due 
to complications from cancer and 
COVID-19 pneumonia.  Jeff served in 
various Associated Student Body positions 
throughout his time at SGS.  He also 
earned his Eagle Scout rank with the 
Boy Scouts of America and was inducted 
into the Order of the Arrow.  Jeff went 
on to attend Dartmouth College and 
graduated with his degree in Mathematics 
in 1969.  He returned to Washington 
State, working in the Washington State 
Legislature and earning a degree in 
Business Administration at the University 
of Washington in the early 1970s. 

Eventually, Jeff moved back to 
Spokane and began working as a systems 
analyst/programmer and met his wife 
Janice in 1983. They were married in 
1985 at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
Jeff enjoyed spending time with his family 
(daughters Jennifer and Jeri), his dogs, 
outside at Loon Lake, traveling, reading, 
and listening to music. Jeff was a true 
animal lover and was a spectacular history 
buff as well.  In his limited spare time, he 
also took classes at Eastern Washington 
University and other local colleges to 
keep updated on the newest computer 
programming languages.

Joan Darou

James Dean ‘62

Chris ‘61 
& Joleen  
Canwell

Jeffrey Kopet ‘65
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Mask Up!
The past year of pandemic precautions has 
made one accessory a requirement of life at 
Saint George’s.  Here is a selection of activities 
that feature students wearing face masks!

Soccer players masked their strategy

Casino Night’s required accessoryCasino Night’s required accessory

Even 8th Grade 
poetry-reading Land 
Sharks wore masks

3rd Graders on the Story Trail 
display a variety of masks  

6th Graders raced cardboard 
boats in masks  

A 1st Grader and her  
Penguin both have 
orange beaks

In disguise for the  
Middle School production of  

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 

Outdoor Chemistry 
demonstration 
featured masked
participants 5th 

Grade 
face

Kindergarten 
released their 
butterfies, but 
one stuck 
around
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