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Holding Court

Boys Basketball
This season threw us all sorts of obstacles 

to overcome.  It started when COVID short 
circuited our normal summer season and the 
opportunity to set ourselves up for a tradi-
tional start to the year.  Summer is the 
building block for the following season and 
vital to the early success of our program.  Our 
first week of practice was not just a refresher, 
it was building from scratch.  We had a group 
of talented individuals that needed to learn to 
play together and how to play hard enough to 
consistently compete game in and game out.  

Once we began to lay the foundation 
our next hurdle was the two headed monster 
we faced throughout the year, Covid and the 
injury bug.  In our 24 games this season, we 
had our full roster available 5 times.  Only 
two players played in every game this year.  
The depth we built over the season was a by-
product of everyone getting opportunities to 
play meaningful minutes in tough situations.  
So many players had big games, made clutch 
shots, got key steals, and tough rebounds.  
Everyone had a chance to deal with being in 
intense situations, in front of hostile crowds, 
intense coaches, and stressful environments.  

We had different players step up each 
night.   On the offensive end we had six 
players score over 10 points in a game and 
four players score over 20 points in a game.  
When we got our defensive intensity going, 
everything seemed to click on certain nights.  

Our team became a very dangerous group by 
the time playoffs hit.  The district we play in is 
the toughest in the state every year.  It is rare 
when a team from our league is not in the 
state championship game.  Playoff wins usually 
come down to execution with a little luck 
mixed in.  You must be lucky enough to be 
healthy.  Lucky enough to get a couple bounces 
that go your way and focused enough to make 
your own luck.   

The most exciting win of the season was 
coming back from 18 points down in the 
fourth quarter to beat Reardan and advance 
in the district tournament.  It was somewhat 
representative of our season.  We started out 
struggling and had a tough time finding our 
rhythm, only to put it all together at the end 
for one of the best comebacks in school his-
tory.  The win gave us a third shot at North-
west Christian and like the other two games, 
we came up just short.  

This year’s version of Dragon Basketball 
ushered back in a regular season we had 
not seen in a couple years.  They laid a new 
foundation to build on and are set to push the 
program back into the top of our league and 
state.  The coaches cannot wait to work with 
our players and teams over the summer and are 
so proud of our seniors who are moving on.  

— Ryan Peplinski, Athletic Director & 
 Boys’ Basketball Coach

Dragon Athletics

Mason Zarlingo weaves 
around a defender

Guarding home court in ESAC Gym

Shawn Jones  
elevates to the rim

Tanner 
Watkins  

showing a  
soft touch
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On the Web
See more photos of 
Dragon Athletics at

www.sgs.org/ 
magazinett--

Girls Basketball
I had more fun coaching this season than 

probably any other in my coaching career. 
We had our ups and downs, frustrations, and 
practices and games where we left shaking our 
head, but that was all a part of starting a new 
season with a new coach and trying to estab-
lish a new culture. 

I had a feeling we would start slow. We 
did not have a single practice or have the 
chance to talk about anything basketball 
related until the first day. We were going to 
change the way we played defense, establish 
different expectations for practice and games, 
and try to fold in a group of very young players 
with only a few returners from the previous 
year. We opened 2-5 and listened to North-
west Christian bang on lockers and scream in 
delight in our gym after beating us right before 
Christmas. I told them to keep believing and 
that I knew we were going to get to where we 
wanted if we stuck together, bought into the 
“Dragons” definition we created, and held to 
the “HEART” acronym we wore across our 
chest. 

The growth we made from our first game 
at Medical Lake to where we finished was 
incredible. We were picked to finish 7th in 
the league and instead took 3rd. We finished 
our season 13-5, blew out NWC at their place 
by 24, had three all-league players -- Margreit 
Galow, Anni Bergquist, and Carsyn Gildehaus 
– and won four games in eight days at districts 
to qualify for regionals.  That included coming 
back in a game we started down 15-1 vs. Kettle 
Falls, winning on a three-point shot at the 
buzzer.  We did all of that with one of, if not 
the youngest team in the league. 

In those four games, we beat Davenport 
and Upper Columbia Academy, Margreit hit 
ten 3s in those two games, before avenging an 
earlier loss to #11 ranked Kettle Falls Bulldogs 
in the third game. We went down 15-1 about 
halfway through the first quarter, but the girls 
did not give up. We ground our way back, 
taking the lead with a minute to go and then, 
down 1 with 11 seconds left, Carsyn brought 
the ball the length of the court, found Anni 

under the basket who kicked it to Margreit in 
the corner. The ball went through the hoop 
as the buzzer sounded, sending the gym into a 
frenzy. It was an amazing moment! 

Following that win, we needed one more 
to get to regionals and once again avenged 
our earlier loss in the first round of districts 
to Reardan. Carsyn Gildehaus had 18 points 
and Margreit Galow had 12 points and 11 re-
bounds in the win. The tears in the girls’ eyes 
after that earlier loss proved that they under-
stood the message, that they wouldn’t settle for 
less than what they expected to have happen, 
and it propelled us through those four games!

SWAGGER is a word that I used all 
season as our last key to success for each game. 
Believe that we are up 10 before we take the 
floor, carry yourself with a confidence that 
you cannot be defeated, will not back down, 
and are going to compete for 32 minutes. I am 
not sure that was there when we started, but I 
100% believe it exists now. 

We came up just short of our goal of 
reaching the state tournament, but we took 
some big strides and have unfinished business 
to attend to next season. We started one 8th 
grader, played three others over the course of 
the season, 10 of our 14 players were under-
classmen, and we had zero seniors. We leaned 
heavily on our four juniors, and they delivered 
in a big way. These four, Margreit Galow, Anni 
Bergquist, Clara Whitmer, and Skyler Pep-
linski, helped us finish as one of the 16 best 
teams in the state of Washington and created 
a buzz around our program that will last long 
after this season’s end.

— Brad Kirsch, Girls’ Basketball Coach

 

Anni Bergquist 
lofts a jumper

Margeit Galow  
rises to the  
occasion

Carsyn Gildehaus 
drives to the hoop


