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TEAM Dragon’s Success
 Head Lines

• Resuming Athletics and extra-curricu-
lar activities in full;

• Launching a new website;  
• Keeping the successful momentum of 

the Annual Fund and the generous support 
of our donors;

• Maintaining a safe and healthy learn-
ing environment.

It’s a pleasure to celebrate and share 
activities from the first semester and look 
forward to the excitement of the coming 
months, as we prepare for graduation on the 
lawn and the commencement of the Class of 
2022!

Be safe, be healthy, and Go TEAM Dragon!
Sincerely,
— Jamie Tender, Head of School 

Jamie Tender,
Head of School

D
Dear Friends,

As we hit the midway point of the school 
year, there have been many experiences to 
look back upon fondly, some unanticipated 
challenges that were overcome, and still 
exciting events to look forward to in the 
coming months.  The success of this school 
year comes from our community working to-
gether in a collaborative manner, when many 
schools have had to revert to online classes or 
make other adjustments that can be disrup-
tive to the student experience.  We have 
been able to maintain in-person learning and 
incorporate more of our traditions and activi-
ties that contribute to the unique and special 
Saint George’s student experience.

So much of our success during the first 
half of this year and the past 22 months, is 
due in large part to the dedicated work and 
commitment of our faculty and staff.  The 
teachers have navigated multiple learning 
environments (both in a technological sense 
and physical space), worked through personal 
challenges and illness, and maintained the 
commitment to connecting with students.  
The socio-emotional impact since March 
2020, has been experienced by both students 
and adults in our community, and we have 
been able to provide support and resources 
as needed.  It is with great appreciation that 
our community has demonstrated patience, 
exhibited grace and generosity of spirit as we 
all rally to regain the normalcy we crave.  

Some highlights from the first part of 
the year include: 

• Purchasing and operating a fleet of 
nine busses to provide home-to-school service;

• Conducting classes in-person and 
utilizing our beautiful campus and facilities;

• Hosting the traditional Dragon 
Dance to start the school year and having our 
13-year seniors introduce our newest and  
littlest dragons (this year’s and last year’s Kin-
dergarteners) to the entire school community;

SGS bus drivers,  
now school employees,  
with the new fleet of busses

SGS bus drivers,  
now school employees,  
with the new fleet of busses
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 TEAM Dragon

Working TogetherWorking Together

“Over 2000 kids across 38 
schools in Spokane receive 
Bite 2 Go kits every week.  
Saint George’s 5th graders 
were able to build over  
1700 kits last week, mean-
ing they almost provided a 
whole week’s worth of kits 
in just 4 short hours.  They 
made a huge difference!” 
   - Conor Ellert,  
   Supply Chain Director,  
   2nd Harvest

Packing Food at 2nd 
Harvest’s Warehouse
Packing Food at 2nd 
Harvest’s Warehouse T

The 5th graders were tasked with creating ‘at home bags’ full 
of snacks and meals for local families experiencing food inse-
curity.  Some students filled the bags, some organized them 
into crates, and some helped with unpackaging the bigger 
boxes to replace the food supply.  

To do this effectively, the students needed a clear under-
standing of their role in the group.  Before we started, they 
talked about their strengths, which job they would like to 
begin with, and how we might problem solve throughout  
the afternoon.  We talked about having a shared goal of  
creating 800 bags for our two-hour shift and how each  
student doing their part would help us reach our goal.  (The 

5th grade class split into two shifts that day.) 
Once our system was set up, 

the students had opportunities to 
practice their communication skills, 

which ultimately helped 
them work together 
effectively. They asked 

each other ques-
tions, shared what 
felt helpful to them, 
and adapted as 
we learned what 
worked best!  They 
showed respect for 
one another and 

collaboration in prob-
lem solving.  The stu-
dents did an incredible 
job providing each other 
with positive feedback 
and encouragement, 
which helped us have 
fun along the way! 

Afterwards, we reflected on what went 
well and what they learned from the pro-
cess.  The group agreed that they felt proud 
of how much they accomplished working 
together and hoped they could continue 
finding opportunities to make a positive 
impact within our community.

— Meghan Kilgore, SGS Counselor  
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Upper School 
students writing 
their thanks & the 
cards lined up at 
Fairchild AFB

At the beginning of the 
school year, Camp Reed worked 
with the 4th Graders on a team-
building initiative.  They learned 
a lot about collaborative work in 
that session.  They know how to 
be active listeners, open-minded, 
and respectful in their communi-
cation.  Most importantly, they 
know that working together to 
achieve best efforts is the most 
important thing.

— Jess Miotke,  
 4th Grade Teacher

4th Grade  
Teambuilding  
Activity

Writing Thank You Cards for  
Local Air Force Personnel

Students were getting involved and 
asking questions, writing genuine words, 
and having a good time.  I was pleasantly 
surprised at how many people came!  It re-
ally shows how much the SGS community 
cares and that we are willing to put others 
first. 

It took everyone’s efforts and contri-
butions to make it work.  I learned that 
it’s rewarding to help others and people 
can do great things when you cooperate 
and work together efficiently.  It demon-
strates how collaboration can impact our 
world for the better.

We ended up with more than 30 
cards!  Many responded with excitement 
and gratitude at the Fairchild base, which 
was super fun to see.  I hope to make this 
a tradition in our school.

I have family in the military and 
I wanted to honor them and show my 
support while giving others the opportu-
nity to do so as well. I believe we have a 
responsibility to express our appreciation 
to the military, who sacrifice so much 
to keep us safe and free, and what better 
time to do so than Thanksgiving?

— Audra Gliniak, 9th Grader

4th graders maneuver a tennis ball to a safe landing on Graduation Lawn
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 TEAM Dragon

For the 7th/8th grade show, I work 
on music and Brook Bassett does stag-
ing, dance, and choreography with the 
students.  Some of the students will break 
out to practice their lines separately; 
others are working with me on the set.  
Meanwhile Terry Patterson comes in and 
costumes each student for their specific 
role.  It takes a whole village to raise this 
production!

— David Demand, MS/US Music  
 Director & Theater Manager

Students worked together in small teams 
collecting trash in the Kendall Yards area and 
down to People’s Park by the Sandifur Bridge.  
They helped one another carrying the garbage 
bags, picking out areas that they wanted to 
clean up, communicating where trash was, 
and being supportive of each other.  Ultimate-
ly, they collected about 150 pounds of trash.

They learned what the River Keeper 
Program does, and how non-point pollution 
sources enter into the river ecosystem and 
aquifer.  Homeless camps can leave a large 
amount of trash behind, and garbage collec-
tion is necessary year-round.

— Jim Tuck, MS Health/PE Teacher

We empower our 8th graders to self-
select their teams. Once they were in their 
respective teams, the students collaborated 
on team strategy including using individual 
strengths to determine which event of the 
five each student would do. Teams also had 
fun coming up with creative team names 
and enthusiastically supported their fellow 
classmates throughout the race. 

We hope that each student has a better 
understanding and appreciation about work-
ing together. Our goal is for students to be 
thoughtful about collaborating and how to 
effectively strategize so that each individual 
takes on an event that they feel confident in 
doing and will ultimately thrive in. Win or 
lose, the value is in the process. 

— Mark Rickard, MS/US PE &  
 Leadership Teacher, and  
 Jim Tuck, MS Health/PE Teacher

Staging “Seussical”

8th Grade’s Adventure Race

Cleaning Up the Spokane River

A quick hand off  
by the yellow-shirted “Minions” 
team helped them win the race

Middle School actors brought  
the stories of Dr. Seuss to life on the 
Founders Theater stage in December

Students & families gathered to clean up 
near downtown in September
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Theatre is the ultimate collaborative 
experience!  No matter what your role in 
the production (lead, ensemble, crew, band, 
artistic team...), every single thing you do will 
affect others and have an impression on the 
overall outcome.  

Students participating in “Seussical” 
learned the value of cooperation, sustained 
concentration, and being responsible for the 
energy one brings into the room.  They helped 
each other learn lines and lyrics, covered 
when something was missed, took up jobs that 
were needed, and keep the space orderly to 
benefit the show.  Theatre always teaches that 
it is only by working together, without ego, 
that we can all be successful!

MS students not involved in the pro-
duction noticed how the cast and crew were 
supporting each other outside of the produc-
tion.  When they viewed the show, they could 
see how complicated it is to get over 30 people 
to coordinate their efforts to produce a show 
that’s fun and smooth to watch. 

— Brook Bassett, MS English Teacher

On Science Day, the 3rd grade students 
partnered to create a path for their Ozbot 
robot to follow.  Each partnership had 
completely different paths!  They used a key 
to create commands for their Ozbot to do 
special tricks and a variety of colored mark-
ers to mark the path with the special cues 
for the robot to respond to.  

This challenge was embraced with 
enthusiasm and careful planning.  As the 
3rd graders continued to explore, they dis-
covered that they could connect their paths 
with other group’s paths, making longer 
paths for their Ozbots.  So exciting! 

One of the natural benefits of working 
cooperatively with peers is the chance to 
see, think, and wonder about one another’s 
thought processes and methods of learning.  
They used what they saw and heard to adapt 
their own methods for the project.  

Learning styles are so different from 
one student to the next, and being able to 
bounce ideas off one another is incredibly 
helpful.  Cooperative learning is also a great 
way to spark NEW ideas; it is mutually ben-
eficial for each student in a partnership, as 
well as between groups, which may have very 
different ideas.  In the third grade, we often 
use a variety of spontaneous partnerships, 
small groups, and pre-arranged groupings.    

— Denie Inman & Heidi Melville,  
 3rd Grade Teachers

3rd Grade Science Day Robots

3rd graders 
drawing paths 
for their Ozbot 
robots to follow

All Can Be Successful 

See more photos 
of these and other 

student activities at 
https://saintgeorges.

smugmug.com/  
or scan this QR code
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 International Baccalaureate

A
All students at Saint George’s take International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program courses their 
junior and senior years.  Those who choose to be a 
full IB Diploma Candidate are exposed to a more 
comprehensive education, beyond just the estab-
lished rigor of individual IB courses.  They also 
participate in the Diploma Program Core class, 
which includes time for them to work on an Ex-
tended Essay, participate in Theory of Knowledge 
discussions, and fulfill Creativity/Activity/Service 
(CAS) requirements.  

“The Core makes the full Diploma Program a 
holistic program, requiring independent research, 
interdisciplinary thinking, and community ser-
vice,” says IB Coordinator Elizabeth Tender.  

The seniors on the following pages share their 
experience of the three components of the IB 
Core and what they’ve learned from them.  

The IB’s “Core”The IB’s “Core”
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Ethan and Finley 
with part of their 
haul from the Little 
Spokane River

CAS CAS Project
All SGS Upper School 

students are required to 
complete Creativity, Activ-
ity, Service (CAS) experi-
ences each semester.  In 
addition, full IB Diploma 
students complete a CAS 
project with an 18-month 
portfolio, a significant 
activity, and their reflec-
tions on it.

“I think the CAS proj-
ect is valuable for anyone,” 
says Melanie Mildrew, SGS 
Director of Community 
Service and Outdoor Pro-
grams.  “It teaches a lot of 
self-direction, organization 
and preparation to make 
the experience successful.”

Ethan Wu 
& Finley Wolff
Cleaning up the Little Spokane
Finley Wolff: Melanie Mildew and my 
older sister actually had the idea to clean up 
this section of the Little Spokane River. After 
my sister graduated, I asked her if I could use 
their idea and organize the clean-up. 
Ethan Wu: The most challenging part of 
the CAS project was contacting all of the 
landowners along the river between Pine 
River Park and Saint George’s. There were 
30-40 addresses to contact, some of them on 
lots that are unoccupied or owned by real es-
tate companies. Those were the hardest to get 
a hold of. In the end we were able to contact 
everyone so that we could float the river.
Finley Wolff: Although it was sad to see 
how much trash was polluting the river, I 
enjoyed unloading all of the tires, rafts, and 
horseshoes into the dumpsters after the float. 
I was proud of how many people showed up 
to help keep our river healthy.
Ethan Wu: I’m most proud of the amount 
of trash we found, including an entire bas-
ketball backboard and pole and over 300 golf 
balls that we collected along the way.

Stella Brown & Maddy Roberts
Creating the 2022 Yearbook Cover
Stella Brown: The things I enjoyed most were the artistic process in 
general; I love art and particularly drawing and design. It certainly chal-
lenged my thinking and allowed me to continue developing my digital 
art and lettering skills. I also really enjoyed the fact that it is going to last 
for so long. I like the idea of future SGS artists looking at our yearbook 
cover for inspiration like we looked at so many others.
Maddy Roberts: The creative aspect of our CAS project was really 
exciting. Stella and I had to really think outside the box to come up with 
an interesting, dynamic idea, that respected our artistic license as well 
as the opinions of the senior class. I felt like I learned about my own 
perseverance doing this project. I sat down and did about 10 hours of 
work over one weekend in designing the animals and it was very fulfill-
ing. I feel like we did justice to the class of 2022, and I hope that when 
the yearbook comes out that my classmates will feel the same way. 

Maddy & Stella in 
the Art Room
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 International Baccalaureate

EEExtended Essay
The Extended Essay is a 

4000-word research paper on 
a question that students  
develop with the help of a 
faculty supervisor.  Students 
spend almost a year working 
on completing their Extended 
Essays.  

“Throughout the year 
they will learn and develop 
skills that will help them 
with their Extended Essays 
and their pursuits after grad-
uating from Saint George’s 
School,” says US History 
Teacher David Holte ‘02. 

Jack Morris
Traffic Congestion in Spokane

My Extended Essay is in economics and 
is focusing on traffic congestion, specifically 
in Spokane, Washington. I am looking at 
alternative roadway structures to lessen traffic 
congestion in the heavily used areas. I saw 
a video about how building more highway 
lanes doesn’t actually help the congestion.

The most challenging part has been 
narrowing my topic and finding useful and 
specific data. It was interesting to research 
the traffic in the town where I live, as it 
impacts me every day.

I did come to some conclusions. While 
they all sound good on paper, implementing 
them into cities is another story. 

Maggie McLaughlin
Vampires & Being a Child

My EE explores the deviancy of the child 
vampire, Eli, in John Lindqvist’s novel, Let the 
Right One In. Vampires have always been of 
interest to me as a popular social phenome-
non. Literary monsters also comment on what 
society finds disturbing and transgressive. 

I ended up teaching myself a lot about the 
expected childhood experience and how it has 
evolved over time, especially due to child labor 
laws and the Great Depression.

With so many ideas, combining them into 
one cohesive analysis was tough. I ended up 
writing my entire essay in under 24 hours. 
Realistic time management is definitely some-
thing I’m going to try and improve on.  

Tariq Ravasia
Spanish Existentialist Stories 

My EE is an exploration of existentialist 
themes in a pair of short stories by Jorge Luis 
Borges, a prolific essayist and 20th century 
author. More specifically, I looked at the 
construction and themes of two of Borges’ 
short stories through the lens of Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s conceptualization of radical freedom. 
I wanted a text that was thematically deep 
and one which I would actually want to read, 
and Borges’ works met the requirements.

This may sound trite, but writing an essay 
that long in Spanish was far and away the 
hardest part of the process. Every step, wheth-
er reading, researching, or writing, was made 
far more difficult, as was staying motivated. 

I’ve learned quite a bit about how 
authors use fantastical motifs and devices 
in their texts to communicate existentialist 
themes. More interestingly, I’ve learned a few 
new words in both English and Spanish. For 
example, I had no idea that “pullulate” meant 
“to spread rapidly” until I’d done my EE!

Jack and Maggie 
shared their  
affection for  
vampires at  

Halloween

Tariq: “It’s difficult 
to beat the feeling 

of satisfaction  
that comes  

from finishing  
a project that  

extensive.”
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TOK Theory of Knowledge
Instead of mastering new content and 

skills, students in TOK continuously reflect 
on how they know what they know, or 
why they think what they think.  They do 
this through the lenses of different themes 
(knowledge & technology, politics, language, 
religion, and indigenous societies) and areas 
of knowledge (mathematics, the arts, history, 
natural sciences, and human/social sciences).  

“The course constantly demands stu-
dents to look for ways that questions about 
knowledge and knowing manifest them-
selves in the real world around them - in 
their other classes, their EE or CAS work, or 
current events,” says Happy Avery, TOK & 
US Humanities Teacher & College Counselor.  
Students develop arguments and analyze ex-
amples of these manifestations for a junior-
year exhibition and a senior-year essay. 

Fair Niven 
How Knowledge Relates to Culture

My TOK class helped me to understand that many ideas can be 
right if we are willing to be open minded. When looking at history 
and the news, I now try to look for the methodology being used and 
how people are justifying what they are saying. 

Culture is an area of knowledge that I have a strong understand-
ing of. My exhibitions’ three illustrations are from different parts of 
my life. The first object represents my African culture. The second 
one represented the culture that I am surrounded by daily, which is 
White, and the last one is of my Christian background. 

I learned that knowledge and culture are intertwined. We use 
our culture and who we are to understand things. Every culture is dif-
ferent, and this is why we all think and understand things differently. 

Max Rickard
Accepting or Rejecting Knowledge

In TOK, I learned how to perceive more than just what a ques-
tion is explicitly asking and dig a little deeper for a better answer, but 
more importantly for a better understanding. Many of my classmates 
have added really good ideas or inquiries to discussions that prob-
ably never would have crossed my mind without their comments. 

The ideas that my exhibit illustrations represent all connect to 
popularized technological or social innovation throughout the years 
that, depending on how you are taught about them, can lead you 
to different understandings. One example from just last year is the 

Chase Foster
“Is Certainty Attainable?”

The main skill I learned from TOK was to think 
critically of everything. Don’t assume something is 
so just because someone said it. Another is thinking 
critically of myself and questioning my assumptions 
to strengthen my arguments.

I chose, “to what extent is certainty attainable” 
for my TOK Exhibition topic.  My first object I per-
sonally connected with. I was interested in cryptocur-
rency and its massive fluctuations, and I thought it 
would be a prime example of uncertainty. 

I learned some interesting things about certainty 
while working on the exhibition. I found that total cer-
tainty can be difficult to achieve. Examples like precise 
measurements can be certain, while predictions of the 
future and speculations of the past carry uncertainties. 
I also learned to dive deeper into the knowledge and 
question my own thinking to improve my argument.

initial reaction regarding the emblem of the 
new U.S. Space Force, released on Jan. 24, 
2021. It’s eerie similarities to the Star Trek 
logo gave off the sense to the average citizen 
and to the media of a comical or joking un-
dertone.  This shows that the presentation 
of new ideas can hinder their acceptance if 
portrayed in the wrong manner.

Fair’s shoes:  
Representing  
popular  
culture

Chase’s Graph:
The value of 
Bitcoin for the 
week leading 
up to May 12, 
2021, when 
Elon Musk 
tweeted that 
Tesla would no 
longer accept  
Bitcoin

Max’s Logo:  
Space Force  
or Star Trek? 
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The IB AdvantageThe IB Advantage
Alumni IB Panel

Miya Jacobs
One thing about Saint George’s, aside 

from the IB, was the small class sizes.  I think 
with the small class sizes we really got to know 
our teachers and they cared about us outside of 
class, especially because you know the teachers 
weren’t just teaching one subject.  They were 
also running the outdoor program which you 
were part of.  So that also reinforced that kind 
of holistic approach to knowing you more as a 
person than just as a student.

Caleb Flegel
I agree with Miya that having that small 

environment is really valuable, especially if you 
go to a small university, because you kind of 
learn to utilize your professors and the options 
that are available to you. And, at least for me 

Five alumni from 
the Class of 2020 

shared there  
experiences with 
the International 

Baccalaureate 
curriculum at 
SGS and how 

it’s helped them 
manage life  

at college

Elizabeth Tender, SGS IB Coordinator

Kathryn Moon (Univ. of Pennsylvania) Marshall Roll (Macalester College) Miya Jacobs (Univ. of San Diego) 

Jocelyn Thew (Loyola Marymount Univ.) Caleb Flegel (Whitworth Univ.) 

A
January 5, 2022
Five recent SGS graduates joined IB Coordinator 
Elizabeth Tender in a panel on MS Teams to talk 
about how the IB has affected their experiences at 
SGS and now in college.  Their responses have been 
edited for length.

Elizabeth Tender 
Saint George’s mission statement is “Inspir-

ing scholars, athletes and artists to serve and 
lead others.”  The International Baccalaureate 
(IB) mission is to “develop inquiring, knowl-
edgeable, and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.”  

So with those in mind, what are your initial 
thoughts on reflecting back to your IB experi-
ence at SGS? 
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personally, that’s helped me get a lot of unique 
opportunities because I’m able to approach my 
professors since I had that experience at SGS.

Kathryn Moon
I would say going to school on the East 

Coast helped me feel sort of on a similar 
playing field to other students who might 
be coming from bigger prep schools in New 
England.  A lot of them also had AP classes, 
but probably half had IB so that just made 
me realize that I have a similar level of educa-
tion and gave me more confidence going 
into it.

Marshall Roll
Yeah, I agree with all of that. I think that 

one of the great things about Saint George’s is 
the close-knit relationships that you can build 
with the teachers and faculty. 

One other thing that I found really use-
ful about the IB was that it prepares you for 
writing.  In every different class, you had to do 
an internal assessment, which is like a longer 
written assignment that you work on over the 
course of the year. I think that’s something that 
I’ve had to do a lot in college, and doing those 
assignments has really prepared me well for that.

ET:  Do you feel you benefitted from the 
IB’s focus on being active, caring members of 
local, national, and global communities?

Kathryn Moon
I think Saint George’s does a good job 

of trying to get students into the Spokane 
community and working on different volun-
teer projects. I think maybe I felt that a little 
bit more in middle school when we would go 
out as a class and do these things together.

Jocelyn Thew
I agree with Kathryn that doing CAS 

helped me engage with our community 
more. I think it was about 10 different ex-
periences, and so you would try different 
sports, different service activities, and dif-
ferent arts, which made me feel like it made 

me a more rounded person instead of just 
focusing on the classes and studies.  We did 
things outside of the classroom.

ET:  Do y’all find that it’s maybe the intan-
gibles, the skills that you’re transferring over, 
and not necessarily the curriculum, that’s 
helping you in college?

Caleb Flegel
Yeah, I agree completely.  As more of a 

techie person, I don’t really use the stuff I 
learned in IB English that much, but rather 
learning how to write a good reflection 
-- that’s super useful.  And learning how to 
write different essays or organize yourself or 
manage your time are very useful in college.

Marshall Roll
Yeah, I agree with Caleb on the time 

management piece. I think there’s a lot to do 
in the IB, there’s a lot of different parts.  

I think that’s how a lot of my classes are 
in college. I need to be thinking about what’s 
due tomorrow, but then also how to finish 
the essay that’s due at the end of the semes-
ter. So I think the skills that I learned for how 
to deal with those sorts of things are really 
valuable.

Miya Jacobs 
The IB is less about memorization than 

the AP. It’s more about techniques to learn 
and to take a test, rather than absorbing 
knowledge just to put out on the test. With 
the writing piece of the IB, it’s more about 
making connections than memorizing facts.

Jocelyn Thew
I think I learned a lot of critical thinking 

skills. I’m taking a lot of science classes and 
they’re building on the concepts we learned 
in the IB.  But it’s more about using the tools 
of how to learn and how to remember things 
in college. All of my classes are just build-
ing on each other, so it’s really important to 
know the material, and I think that Saint 
George’s and the IB prepared me for that.

“We have such 
small classes at 
Saint George’s, it 
lends itself really 
well to speaking 
up in class and 
asking questions.  
And over time 
that gave me a 
lot of confidence, 
so now in college 
I’m not as  
worried about 
raising my hand 
to add to a  
discussion or to 
ask a question.”
 - Marshall Roll



14 Saint George’s Magazine   Fall-Winter 2021-22

 Milestones

Remembering Mike Wootton
Teacher, 
Coach & 
Friend

“It looks as though an undiagnosed, 
underlying genetic disease led to acute liver 
failure.  Tragically, while waiting for a trans-
plant, Mike experienced complications from 
which he was unable to recover.”

Mike was introduced to Saint George’s 
by friends of the school, including his wife 
Bailley Robinson Wootton ’02.  

“Like so many people working at SGS, 
Mike was a multi-faceted and skilled employ-
ee,” says Head of School Jamie Tender.  “He 
was well-known for his professional photogra-
phy abilities, serving as photography teacher 
(2013-20) and helping create and lead the 
overnight photo experience.”  

He was also a constant presence at school 
events — taking pictures at Prom, Graduation, 
athletic events, and extracurricular activities, 
including Casino Night just this past Novem-
ber.  “His easy-going nature and investment 
in the student experience endeared him 
to many young people and adults over the 
years,” says Jamie.

“Mike was my photography teacher in 
10th grade and helped me fall in love with 
photography,” says Nico Morales ’21.  “His 
class was the last class of the day for me, and I 
always looked forward to it.  I always found it 
funny that Mike, a photography teacher, hat-
ed when we took pictures of him.  So much 
so that he (jokingly) threatened to take points 
from us for every picture taken of him.”  

“Mike was an amazing friend and teach-
er,” says Nico.  “I know he’s looking down 
and taking thousands of pictures of us.”

“Mike Wootton, with his ever-present 
baseball cap, constant smile, teasing eyes, joy-
ful laugh, and sense of humor will be greatly 
missed,” says Judi Morgan, MS/US Art 
Teacher.  “Those of us who had the pleasure 
of working and laughing with him will always 
remember his dedication to his students and 
athletes on the field and floor, his creativity, 
and genuine huge heart.  He has left this 

K
Kind and fun-loving, intense and focused.  A 
skilled professional photographer, beloved 
teacher, successful coach, and devoted hus-
band and father.  All of these describe Mike 
Wootton, a vital part of the Saint George’s 
community for the past decade.

Which makes the news of his death on 
Dec. 29, 2021 at the age of 41, all the more 
difficult to accept.   

As his family shared after his passing: 
“For the last several months, Mike had been 
experiencing some health issues.  However, 
it wasn’t clear how significant they were until 
he went to the ER on December 14, at which 
time they found him to be in liver failure.  
Mike was quickly transported to Swedish 
Hospital in Seattle where he was approved 
for a liver transplant.

Mike Wootton
1980-2021
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Learn more at 
the GoFundMe 
site set up for the 
Wootton Girls at 
this QR code:

world a better place because of his time here.  
We are blessed to have crossed paths.”

Those athletes included numerous play-
ers on the basketball (2011-18) and baseball 
(2011-18) teams Mike coached during his 
tenure with the Dragons.  As head baseball 
coach from 2014-18, his teams had an overall 
record of 52-32.  They claimed a league title 
in 2017, with Mike earning North League 
Coach of the Year honors and the team 
reaching the first round of the State Tourna-
ment.  

“His greatest strength was building rela-
tionships with kids he coached and taught,” 
says Ryan Peplinski, SGS Athletic Director 
and Head Boys Basketball Coach.  “Mike was 
a great fit for our community, knowing the 
Saint George’s School experience doesn’t 
end at 3:10 p.m.  He worked with his athletes 
after school, mentored photography students 
on outdoor trips, and was always available to 
lend a hand when others needed help.”

“Mike had one of the biggest hearts of 
anyone I have known,” says Mark Rickard, 
Baseball Coach and Leadership/PE Teacher.  
“No matter the situation, his focus was on 
helping others and making sure that the peo-
ple around him were taken care of.  Whether 
it was making sure to get just the right light 

for our team basketball picture 
at Winter Formal or devising 
new and innovative ways to get 
his pitchers to follow through, 
Mike approached every situa-
tion with a servant’s heart hop-

Mike coaching the  
2018 Baseball team

Learning about cameras 
in photography class 
(2017)

Teaching digital  
photo editing  
in 2016

ing for nothing more than a smile in return.”
He will be missed greatly at Saint 

George’s, and our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Bailley, his daughters, and his entire family.  

“Being educators and coaches, we get 
to meet so many good people,” says Ryan.  
“Mike was one of the absolute best.”

— John Carter, SGS Communications
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 Dragon Athletics

The Return of Fall Sports
and the school.  They were also the catalysts 
to getting two more seniors to come out and 
play soccer for the very first time in their 
lives!  The bravery and selflessness that Adi 
and Tariq showed this year was remarkable.  I 
was so pleased they decided to come out for 
the team.  My only wish is that I could have 
had them longer.  

My junior class was a happy surprise to 
me this year.  I had two amazing transfer stu-
dents, Pelayo and Ben, along with my return-
ers, Tanner, Steph, and Oscar.  This junior 
group showed a lot of growth and leadership 
throughout this season and added a lot of 
hilarity and fun to our soccer family.

When players transition from freshmen 
to sophomores, it is unbelievable how much 
improvement you see from one year to the 
next.  Jace, Robby, and Sam came into the 
season with so much more knowledge, and 
they were able to translate that on to the field 
and with their teammates.  It was also fun to 
have Ashton come out for the last few weeks 
of the season.  I look forward to having these 
boys back for the next two seasons.  

I had one freshman and one singular 
8th grader… but what a blessing these two 
were!  John and Gavin were brand new to the 
program, but you would never have known 
that when you watched them play.  I am so 
very pleased that these two came out for soc-
cer this season.  I look forward to seeing what 
the next three and four years bring them and 
our team!

It was a season of peaks and valleys… 
and some valleys felt almost subterranean.  
But the fight and the resilience these boys 
showed filled me with hope for the future.  I 
know with people like these young men, our 
world is going to be okay after all.  To the 
players come and gone, I give my heartfelt 
gratitude.  To those I get back…  
I seriously can’t wait.  Go Dragons!  

— Heidi Melville, Boys Soccer Coach

The SGS boys soccer 
team battled Upper 
Columbia Academy  
to a scoreless tie 
through regulation 
and two overtimes 
on Nov. 3.  But UCA 
came out on top 4-2 in 
penalty kicks, ending 
the Dragons season 
one game short of the 
State Final Four. 

  
View a photo 
gallery of the 
hard-fought 
match, as well 
as photos of the 
Senior Night 
Ceremony after 

the end of the game 
for the team’s five 
seniors by scanning 
these QR codes.

A
After 2020’s fall sports season endured a 
forced migration to spring 2021, it was good 
to start the 2021-22 school year with the 
traditional sounds of soccer and volleyball 
practices and the familiar sight of cross 
country runners careening down the Sand 
Hill behind the Schmidt Center.  Here are 
reports from the coaches about the return of 
fall athletics on campus and beyond.

Boys Soccer
The 2021 Saint George’s Boys Soccer 

season was one filled with challenge after 
challenge, but the thing that stood out to me 
the most was how the boys showed TRE-
MENDOUS grit, determination, and a posi-
tive outlook despite the hardships they faced.  
They had to deal with the ramifications of 
the pandemic and having a small turnout, a 
shortage of referees, the season-ending injury 
of one of their captains, the season-delaying 
injury to our new goalkeeper, playing games 
down a player, playing larger schools, long 
travel, and poor field conditions.  None of 
that mattered to them because they absolutely 
embraced the challenges with grace and 
positivity.  

I had three seniors to start the year who 
were also my captains.  Max Rickard, Jack 
Morris, and James Gunn.  The dynamic trio 
were wonderful ambassadors of the program 

The Dragons playing 
UCA in their final game



       17Saint George’s Magazine   Fall-Winter 2021-22

Girls Soccer
This season was full of fantastic team 

and individual accomplishments.  Unfortu-
nately, you need to go through hard times to 
reach your goals.  You need strong leadership 
to maintain a cohesive team in a season as 
difficult as the one we triumphed through. 

Margreit Galow and Beth Swartzwelder 
were a perfect example of how to lead on 
and off the field.  Beth had a fantastic senior 
season in the back line, coming up with huge 
stops game after game.  Beth also had a huge 
role to fill, as she was tasked with containing 
talented offensive players with a new forma-
tion and new defense.  Her ability to com-
municate with her teammates helped drive 
our back line to new heights this year.  Along 
with Beth’s leadership in the back, we had a 
fantastic season by our junior captain Mar-
greit Galow.  She controlled the game from 
start to finish and led the team in goals and 
assists.  Margreit’s play this year earned her 
offensive MVP and league MVP awards. 

While you normally have great leaders 
step up and deliver, other girls need to follow 
suit.  Several girls rose to the occasion in 
various games — Macarena Barreto, Carsyn 
Gildehaus, Lilly Horsted, Talia Horsted, Lily 
Nosbaum, Lila Rigsby, and Annie Sawyer — 
and four individuals went above expectations.  
Henrietta Osborne, Savanna Briceno, Maggie 
Morris and Regan Thomas played well above 
what was asked of them this year.  Both Re-
gan and Maggie were 8th graders in their first 
year on the team.  Their play making, scor-
ing, and defensive work drove the team this 
year, earning them All-League nominations.  
Savvy, a freshman, was able to show her 
offensive ability this year and put in multiple-
goal games, helping us overcome tough oppo-
sition.  Her play was noticed by other coaches 
and earned an All-League nomination.  Henri, 
a sophomore, took on one of the biggest roles 
this year by playing in the goal.  Her ability to 
soak up knowledge from the coaches gave her 
the opportunity to reach her own goals.  She 
had an amazing season and was tied for the 
league’s Goalie of the Year. 

All of these individual acco-
lades drove this team to their objec-
tive – to reach the first round of the 
State Tournament.  Along the way 
they faced tough opponents in two 
loser-out games and a district title 
match.  An overtime win against 
Northwest Christian and then a 3-0 
District title victory over Reardan 
allowed the girls to reach another 
loser-out match against Liberty Bell, 
which they also handled 3-0.  

Although we fell short to 
Tonasket in the first round of State, 
the girls showed their resilience and 
came through as a better team than 
when we started.  I am proud of this 
Dragon soccer team, and I can’t wait 
to get going with them next year. 

— Logan Georgeadis,  
 Girls Soccer Coach

It was a successful year for the 
Dragons, winning the District 
2B Championship trophy in a 
3-0 match over Reardan.  See a 
photo gallery at this QR code.  
They made it to 
the First Round 
of the State Tour-
nament before 
falling 2-5 to 
Tonasket, ending 
their season.  

The Dragons captured a dra-
matic victory over Northwest 
Christian on Oct. 30 to advance 
in the District tournament.  
“Regan Thomas scored the 
winning goal in the 2nd over-
time from about 35 yards out,” 
said Athletic Director Ryan 
Peplinski.  
“She beat 
the goalie 
in a race 
for the 
ball and 
sent it 
into the 
net.”

Photos by Jeff Thomas

Celebrating the  
District Championship
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Cross Country
A youth-dominated Dragon cross coun-

try team surpassed all expectations to bring 
home a treasure chest of late season honors.  
By the first meet of the year, the young Drag-
ons showed that they would be a force to be 
reckoned with, winning three of the 7 races 
at Spokane’s prestigious Highlander Invita-
tional.  Josie McLaughlin (Freshman Girls), 
Hrair Garabedian (Freshman Boys), and 
Ben Morales (Sophomore Boys) won their 
individual races, and our freshman boys took 
the 9th grade team title.

The young women, led by Josie 
McLaughlin, stood on the podium with their 
second consecutive 3rd place finish at the 
WIAA State Championships at Pasco on 
November 6.  Josie finished 4th overall and 
was followed by sister Maggie (19th), Georgia 
Steele (29th), Kala Reaves, Esther Buckner, 
Clara Witmer, and Lauren West.  The League 
Championship-winning team also included 
Andee West and Audra Gliniak.  Adding to 
their honors, the Lady Dragons were named 

the State Academic Champions with the 
highest combined GPA of any 2B team.

The Boy’s team had an equally exciting 
season, winning both League and Regional 
Freshman titles.  They were led by Hrair Ga-
rabedian and Shawn Jones, both finishing in 
the top 10 in those races.  Hriar ran tough to 
place 4th overall at League and 5th at Region-
als.  The freshman-dominated team delivered 
a solid performance at the State Champi-
onships, finishing 4th and earning a meet 
trophy.  Shawn Jones ran a credible 13th 
followed by Hrair Garabedian, Finn Horsted, 
team co-captain Ben Morales, Joaquin Kiltz, 
Oliver Ling, and team captain Nelson Steele.

The combined teams will graduate only 
one senior, Maggie McLaughlin.  Future 
success seems highly likely for this talented 
group of young runners!

— Rick Riley, Cross Country Coach

Volleyball
The 2021 volleyball season was a great 

year of improvement for our team.  With all 
players returning from the previous season, we 
had nine girls that created one varsity team.

Each athlete played an important role 
on both offense and defense.  Our setter, 
Annika Bergquist, led our team in assists as 
well as aces, while our middle hitter, Hadlie 
Kaiser, led the team in kills and blocks.  Our 
three freshmen (Kaylee Clark, Sophie Siems, 
and Grace Wolff) competed well against the 
older competition, and all five juniors (An-
nika, Lucy Bowers, Ava Bush, Hadlie, and 
Skyler Peplinski) did a great job of leading by 
example.  Their leadership was essential to 
our success. 

The team welcomed back Lydia Bade for 
her senior season.  She played front and back 
row, and her versatility as well as her positive 
attitude helped us come together as a team.

We improved our record by a couple 
wins this year, and I am very excited to do 
the same next year! Thank you, players, for a 
fantastic season.  And thank you, Lydia, for 
your years of hard work. 

— Jessi Reed, Volleyball Coach 

The girls’ volley-
ball team hosted 
Lind-Ritzville in 

the Schmidt Center 
Gym on Oct. 14.  

Here is a photo gal-
lery (QR code) of 

the action that was 
shot by freshman 

Simon Feist.

The boys cross coun-
try team, includ-
ing five freshmen, 
captured the District 
2B Title in Colfax on 
Oct. 30 (below).  The 
girls team came in a 
close 2nd.  At State 
the girls earned their 
second straight 3rd 
place trophy (above), 

while the boys 
team placed 
4th at the 
championship 
races in Pasco 
(scan QR code 
for photos).

Photos by Jayne McLaughlin
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New Website 
Launches 

Parents & Alumni:
If you haven’t already 

supported the 2021-
22 Annual Fund, go to 

sgs.org/give or scan 
this QR 
code to 

make 
a gift 

today!  

 Marketing & Fundraising

Your Strong Support

AAs we look back on the past year, we’re 
thankful for the community at Saint George’s 
School.  We continue to show up for each 
other and help create an environment 
where each of us feel supported, valued, and 
respected.   

I’m humbled by the continued gener-
osity of our students, faculty, parents, and 

alumni during challenging times.  Our 
strength comes in our financial flexibility and 
allowing us to deliver on our programs year 
after year, ensuring a positive and fulfilling 
learning experience for our students.  

The Power the Dragon Annual Fund has 
started off strong.  The 2021-22 Parent Drive 
is still in progress and we hope to achieve 
our goal of over 90% parent support and 
$190,000.  

We continue to stay engaged with our 
alumni and parents.  We are excited to be in 
the early planning stages for our Annual Gala 
event and are hopeful for its return in the 
Spring.  

Thank you again for your generosity to 
Saint George’s through these unprecedented 
times.  We all look forward to what 2022 will 
bring and are thankful to be on this journey 
with you!

— Tracy Gonser, Executive Asst. to the  
 Head of School & Registrar

Saint George’s debuted a 
new marketing website in 
early January 2022, full 
of photos of students busy 
learning and bold icons for 
finding details about the 
school’s curriculum (see 
below).  The home page fea-
tures a short video, links to 
our social media feeds, and 
the latest campus news.  
All in the service of sharing 
the Saint George’s story 
with more families.  Check 
it out at www.sgs.org or 
scan the QR code.
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 Alumni Profile

Life At Trinity

Alli Dixon ‘21 
Reports on 

College Life 
in Ireland

OOn the Saturday before spring break of my 
senior year, I woke up at 7am to an email 
from Columbia University. I opened the 
email without much thought, skimmed its 
contents and promptly went back to sleep. 

Around 11:30am, when I finally woke 
up and looked at my phone, I saw a text 
message from a fellow classmate asking me 
if my admission decision from the Dual 
BA Program between Columbia University 
and Trinity College Dublin had arrived.  
I quickly reread the email I had received 
earlier that morning and texted back an 
excited “omg I got in”. 
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For spring break, I had already booked a 
ticket to stay with some family friends in New 
York for the week and visit my top choice at 
the time, Vassar College in Poughkeepsie.  
Upon learning of my decision from Colum-
bia, it was clear that I should at least visit the 
campus while I was in the area.  After visiting 
Columbia, I knew that the opportunity to 
study not only in New York but also Trinity 
College in Dublin, Ireland, and receive two 
degrees in only four years, was such a unique 
and intriguing path that I could not pass it up. 

This year I began the first half of the Dual 
BA program studying Middle Eastern and 
European Languages and Cultures at Trinity 
College, Dublin.  Since moving to Dublin in 
September, my life has changed immeasurably.  
My classes at Trinity range in subject from the 
Ancient History of the Mesopotamian Region 
to current affairs between Europe and the 
Middle East.  Classes at Trinity are usually de-
livered twice a week in lecture format, with an 
additional once-a-week small group discussion 
with the professor to cover the nuances of class 
material in a more focused setting.  

This academic structure is different from 
what I was used to in high school, having six 
to eight classes a day from 8:10 - 3:20.  Now 
my days can look very different, some days 
having five classes starting at 11am and ending 
at 7pm and some days with only one class at 
3pm.  

Although the structure of college life is 
different, I have found it to be consistent with 
the pace of life in a large city like Dublin.  
Often, I will go to class in the morning, take 
public transportation across town to attend 
crew practice, then go back to campus and 
study in the library until my last class in the 
evening. 

Living in a European city has been a large 
change of pace from Spokane, trading my car 
for busses and weekend road trips to Seattle 
for cheap flights to Brussels.  I am constantly 
amazed at the convenience and affordability 
of public transportation in Europe.  I take the 
train every day in Dublin to commute to class, 
and when I visited Belgium, the Netherlands, 

and Germany in October I found public trans-
portation to be extremely easy to use. 

I have also found it fascinating to be 
surrounded by so much history.  Most build-
ings on my college campus have been around 
longer than America has been a country.  The 
age is reflected in centuries-old architecture 
that tells the unique story of every city back to 
the Roman Empire.

Though my academic experience at Trin-
ity is very different than my experience at Saint 
George’s, I have found that the International 
Baccalaureate thoroughly prepared me for the 
expectations of an international education.  I 
found the parts of the IB that prepared me 
the most for college were writing the Extended 
Essay and Internal Assessments.  The in-depth 
research and lengthy writing process required 
when undertaking those assignments are very 
similar to the papers I now write in college. 

Especially through the EE class, I learned 
to confidently choose and research a topic 
before writing about it with critical thought 
and analysis.  I have found I am used to easily 
writing and researching college 
level papers, where my Ameri-
can peers who took the AP still 
struggle.  Overall, I feel that the 
IB education I received at Saint 
George’s prepared me to learn 
with confidence internationally 
at Trinity and at a high intel-
lectual level at Columbia.

Most of all, I am so lucky 
to have found such a welcom-
ing and supportive community 
here in Ireland. Irish people are 
some of the kindest and most 
genuine on earth, and I am so 
grateful to call many of them 
my friends.  I am constantly 
surprised and overjoyed by the 
level of kindness I am shown in 
Ireland, and I look forward to 
what the next three-and-a-half 
years will bring. 

— Alli Dixon, Class of 2021

“I am so 
thankful that 
the IB and 
Saint George’s 
provided me 
with the  
academic 
skills and 
international 
credentials 
to succeed in 
a prestigious 
multinational 
program.”
 - Alli Dixon ‘21

Alli surrounded by 
books and busts in 
the Trinity College  
Library (opposite) 
and on Parliament 
Square on a gray  
Irish day (below)
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 Alumni News

Class Notes

In Memoriam
Mary Dewey, who served as President 
of the SGS Board of Directors from 
1976-78, passed away peacefully on June 2, 
2021 in Yorba Linda, CA at the age of 89.  
She was the mother of four SGS alumni 
-- Deborah Dewey ‘72, Robert 

Dewey ‘74, 
David Dewey 
‘75, and An-
drea Dewey 
‘76.  A native 
of Wilming-
ton, Delaware, 
Mary moved 
with husband 
Robert Dewey 
in the 1950s to 
Spokane, where 

they owned the Import Market stores and 
Henny’s restaurant.  She also served as a 
board member of the Spokane Symphony 
and Whitworth University, and was one 
of the founders of WAMPUM.  For more 
than 60 years, she ardently supported 
arts, education and charitable organiza-
tions in Spokane.

When her children went off to 
college, Mary joined the Women in 
Transition program at Whitworth Col-
lege, where she finished her BA degree. 
She subsequently received a Master’s in 
English degree at WSU and taught in 
the English Department at Whitworth.  
Later in life, Mary returned to her pas-
sion for watercolor painting, creating 
well over 100 paintings 
and presenting sev-
eral exhibitions.  (See 
a Spokesman-Review 
article about her paint-
ings at this QR code.)

Pam Hohner, Associ-
ate Director for Alumni 
and Events from 2006-
10, passed away June 
15, 2021 at her home in 
New Mexico.  Raised in 
Spokane, Pam loved to 
sing, joining Up With 
People and later per-
forming on stage in Las 
Vegas.  Before working 
at SGS, she owned a dance studio with 
husband Robert and earned a BA from 
Cornish College of Fine Arts, going on 
to open Pamee’s Art Studio in Millwood.  
Pam helped the Parents Association 
organize the annual Gala Auction and 
multiple alumni reunions during her 
time at SGS.

1973
Alexis Deeds moved from El Cerrito, 
CA to Knoxville, TN last summer to the 
house where her husband Eric grew up.  
“Up until recently, I had been volunteer-
ing part-time as a bookkeeper at the Ti-
betan Aid Project in Berkeley, but mostly 
I’ve just been enjoying NOT having to 
do anything particular.  I love spending 
time in our garden, and with our three 
adorable cats.”

1994
Randy Larsen looked back on more 
than 20 years of ministry in an article 
on the Engineering Ministries Interna-
tional (EMI) website in Sept. 2021.  From 
Guatemala and Nicaragua to Jordan and 
the Gaza Strip, he has put his engineering 

skills to work building schools, 
clinics, and water systems in 
impoverished communities 
and refugee camps.  Read 
Randy’s article at this QR code.

2011
Christopher Ambrose received his 
Ph.D. in Economics from Washington 
State University on May 8, 2021.  He 
is currently employed as a postdoctoral 
researcher at Tulane University in New 
Orleans, LA with a two-year appointment 
in the field of Health Economics.  “My 

research currently 
focuses on sub-
stance use, especially 
pertaining to the ef-
fects of recreational 
marijuana legaliza-
tion on substance 
use behaviors of 
adults and adoles-
cents in Washington 
State.”

2016/2020/2022
The McCarthy Family shared recent news 
of their three sons.  John (JT)  
McCarthy ‘16 is engaged to be married 
this summer.  Michael McCarthy ‘20 
is studying hard and thriving at Cornell 
University.  And Patrick McCarthy 
‘22 (who attended SGS from 2009-21) is 
spending his senior year at a golf academy 
in Florida.  He 
also was inducted 
into the WA State 
Hall of Fame for 
Horseshoes, hon-
oring the two years 
that he placed 
2nd in the World 
Tournament of 
Horseshoes during 
his time at SGS.

Janet Mann ‘64 spoke on how “People, Not Programs,  
Change People” at the 10th anniversary of TEDxSpokane  
on Oct. 9, 2021.  Watch her talk by scanning this QR code.
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Alumni Association News
D
Dear Fellow Alumni,

On behalf of Saint George’s 
School Alumni, I hope this message 
finds you well. My name is Tyson 
Bostrom, member of the Class of 2011 
and President of Saint George’s School 
Alumni. It’s my pleasure to share with 
you our 2021 Annual Letter and the 
exciting plans we have for the new year.

Despite the challenges of the pre-
vious 24-months, the global pandemic 
has underscored the importance of 
staying connected and continuing to 
build a resilient alumni community. 
As an alumni organization, we recog-
nized this as an opportunity to reimag-
ine our chartered purpose, reinvest in 
our alumni talent, and rebuild how 
our alumni leadership team interfaces 
with Saint George’s School. 

Today, I am proud to share that 
we have our most diverse Alumni 
Board of Directors since our establish-
ment by Robert Jones ’82 in the early 
2000’s. Along with Robert, our Board 
Members include Tyler Cowles Meyer 
’13, Jacob Heimbigner ’11, Andrew 
Hoye ’65, William Tender ’14, and 
Madison Ward ’17.

Additionally, I would like to intro-
duce our new leadership team, which 
includes Caroline Hammett Calder 
’16 as Vice President of Finance; 
Hunter Olsen ’14 as Vice President 
of Development; Malinda Wagstaff 
Metro ’16 as Vice President of Market-
ing & Communications; as well as 
Gerhard Muelheims ’10 who will 
be transitioning into his new role as 
Board Chairperson of Saint George’s 
School Alumni. This team is spread 
across five states, includes eight under-
graduate majors, and encompasses ten 
professional industries! 

I also want to recognize our 
newest alumni. These individuals 
survived an unprecedented transition 
to remote-learning and overcame the 
challenges of applying to college and 
graduating from Saint George’s School 
during the global health crisis. On be-
half of Saint George’s School Alumni, 
congratulations to the Classes of 2020 
and 2021. We look forward to celebrat-
ing the Class of 2022 this May!

As we enter the new year, Saint 
George’s School Alumni is looking 
forward to launching new art, athletic, 
community, and professional develop-
ment programming. These include a 
revival of the Dragon Divas’ concert; 
an expansion to our alumni-hosted 
Golf Classic; the return of our holiday 
alumni basketball game; a new virtual 
Knowledge Bowl Trivia night; and our 
anticipated Alumni Career Panel for 
current Saint George’s students this 
spring. 

Furthermore, we are excited to be 
developing professional and regional 
networking opportunities, as well as 
partnering with the school’s adminis-
tration to create even more “value” to 
a Saint George’s education through 
alumni mentoring and industry focus 
groups for current Upper School 
students. While we hope to return to 
in-person programming in 2022 and 
are enthusiastic about you joining us 

at an event, Saint George’s School 
Alumni is committed to protecting 
our community and will continue 
to respect local regulations on social 
gatherings.

If you have any recommenda-
tions for future programming, need 
help planning a milestone class 
reunion, or want to become more 
involved with Saint George’s School 
Alumni leadership or our mentor-
ing program, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at Alumni@sgs.org. 
Additionally, alumni programming 
and resources are made possible 
through the generous donations of 
you, our alumni membership. Please 
consider making a tax-deductible 
donation to the SGS Annual Fund 
at www.sgs.org/give-now/. 

Wishing you and your families 
a happy and healthy New Year!  Go 
Dragons!

-- Tyson Bostrom ‘11 MHA, MPH 
 President, Saint George’s  
 School Alumni

Tyson 
Bostrom ‘11

The Class of 2021 on Graduation Bridge
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TEAM Dragon!

Little Dragon Cheerleaders 
in Action! 
The cheerleaders work 
together to bring school 
spirit and support the 
varsity basketball players. 
At our weekly practices, 
they work on their half-time 
dance and cheers. Learning 
the dance requires the 
cheerleaders to practice it 
over and over so everyone 
knows the routine. The 
fourth and fifth graders  
help teach and lead the 
cheers. The highlight of their 
hard work is performing 
their dance in front of a 
home SGS crowd. 

The cheerleaders welcome the starting players 
and jazz up the crowd at the Dec. 17, 2021 

varsity basketball games in ESAC Gym.

     — Erika Mullins, Kindergarten Teacher  
 & LS Cheerleader Coach


