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Working TogetherWorking Together

“Over 2000 kids across 38 
schools in Spokane receive 
Bite 2 Go kits every week.  
Saint George’s 5th graders 
were able to build over  
1700 kits last week, mean-
ing they almost provided a 
whole week’s worth of kits 
in just 4 short hours.  They 
made a huge difference!” 
   - Conor Ellert,  
   Supply Chain Director,  
   2nd Harvest

Packing Food at 2nd 
Harvest’s Warehouse
Packing Food at 2nd 
Harvest’s Warehouse T

The 5th graders were tasked with creating ‘at home bags’ full 
of snacks and meals for local families experiencing food inse-
curity.  Some students filled the bags, some organized them 
into crates, and some helped with unpackaging the bigger 
boxes to replace the food supply.  

To do this effectively, the students needed a clear under-
standing of their role in the group.  Before we started, they 
talked about their strengths, which job they would like to 
begin with, and how we might problem solve throughout  
the afternoon.  We talked about having a shared goal of  
creating 800 bags for our two-hour shift and how each  
student doing their part would help us reach our goal.  (The 

5th grade class split into two shifts that day.) 
Once our system was set up, 

the students had opportunities to 
practice their communication skills, 

which ultimately helped 
them work together 
effectively. They asked 

each other ques-
tions, shared what 
felt helpful to them, 
and adapted as 
we learned what 
worked best!  They 
showed respect for 
one another and 

collaboration in prob-
lem solving.  The stu-
dents did an incredible 
job providing each other 
with positive feedback 
and encouragement, 
which helped us have 
fun along the way! 

Afterwards, we reflected on what went 
well and what they learned from the pro-
cess.  The group agreed that they felt proud 
of how much they accomplished working 
together and hoped they could continue 
finding opportunities to make a positive 
impact within our community.

— Meghan Kilgore, SGS Counselor  
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Upper School 
students writing 
their thanks & the 
cards lined up at 
Fairchild AFB

At the beginning of the 
school year, Camp Reed worked 
with the 4th Graders on a team-
building initiative.  They learned 
a lot about collaborative work in 
that session.  They know how to 
be active listeners, open-minded, 
and respectful in their communi-
cation.  Most importantly, they 
know that working together to 
achieve best efforts is the most 
important thing.

— Jess Miotke,  
 4th Grade Teacher

4th Grade  
Teambuilding  
Activity

Writing Thank You Cards for  
Local Air Force Personnel

Students were getting involved and 
asking questions, writing genuine words, 
and having a good time.  I was pleasantly 
surprised at how many people came!  It re-
ally shows how much the SGS community 
cares and that we are willing to put others 
first. 

It took everyone’s efforts and contri-
butions to make it work.  I learned that 
it’s rewarding to help others and people 
can do great things when you cooperate 
and work together efficiently.  It demon-
strates how collaboration can impact our 
world for the better.

We ended up with more than 30 
cards!  Many responded with excitement 
and gratitude at the Fairchild base, which 
was super fun to see.  I hope to make this 
a tradition in our school.

I have family in the military and 
I wanted to honor them and show my 
support while giving others the opportu-
nity to do so as well. I believe we have a 
responsibility to express our appreciation 
to the military, who sacrifice so much 
to keep us safe and free, and what better 
time to do so than Thanksgiving?

— Audra Gliniak, 9th Grader

4th graders maneuver a tennis ball to a safe landing on Graduation Lawn
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For the 7th/8th grade show, I work 
on music and Brook Bassett does stag-
ing, dance, and choreography with the 
students.  Some of the students will break 
out to practice their lines separately; 
others are working with me on the set.  
Meanwhile Terry Patterson comes in and 
costumes each student for their specific 
role.  It takes a whole village to raise this 
production!

— David Demand, MS/US Music  
 Director & Theater Manager

Students worked together in small teams 
collecting trash in the Kendall Yards area and 
down to People’s Park by the Sandifur Bridge.  
They helped one another carrying the garbage 
bags, picking out areas that they wanted to 
clean up, communicating where trash was, 
and being supportive of each other.  Ultimate-
ly, they collected about 150 pounds of trash.

They learned what the River Keeper 
Program does, and how non-point pollution 
sources enter into the river ecosystem and 
aquifer.  Homeless camps can leave a large 
amount of trash behind, and garbage collec-
tion is necessary year-round.

— Jim Tuck, MS Health/PE Teacher

We empower our 8th graders to self-
select their teams. Once they were in their 
respective teams, the students collaborated 
on team strategy including using individual 
strengths to determine which event of the 
five each student would do. Teams also had 
fun coming up with creative team names 
and enthusiastically supported their fellow 
classmates throughout the race. 

We hope that each student has a better 
understanding and appreciation about work-
ing together. Our goal is for students to be 
thoughtful about collaborating and how to 
effectively strategize so that each individual 
takes on an event that they feel confident in 
doing and will ultimately thrive in. Win or 
lose, the value is in the process. 

— Mark Rickard, MS/US PE &  
 Leadership Teacher, and  
 Jim Tuck, MS Health/PE Teacher

Staging “Seussical”

8th Grade’s Adventure Race

Cleaning Up the Spokane River

A quick hand off  
by the yellow-shirted “Minions” 
team helped them win the race

Middle School actors brought  
the stories of Dr. Seuss to life on the 
Founders Theater stage in December

Students & families gathered to clean up 
near downtown in September
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Theatre is the ultimate collaborative 
experience!  No matter what your role in 
the production (lead, ensemble, crew, band, 
artistic team...), every single thing you do will 
affect others and have an impression on the 
overall outcome.  

Students participating in “Seussical” 
learned the value of cooperation, sustained 
concentration, and being responsible for the 
energy one brings into the room.  They helped 
each other learn lines and lyrics, covered 
when something was missed, took up jobs that 
were needed, and keep the space orderly to 
benefit the show.  Theatre always teaches that 
it is only by working together, without ego, 
that we can all be successful!

MS students not involved in the pro-
duction noticed how the cast and crew were 
supporting each other outside of the produc-
tion.  When they viewed the show, they could 
see how complicated it is to get over 30 people 
to coordinate their efforts to produce a show 
that’s fun and smooth to watch. 

— Brook Bassett, MS English Teacher

On Science Day, the 3rd grade students 
partnered to create a path for their Ozbot 
robot to follow.  Each partnership had 
completely different paths!  They used a key 
to create commands for their Ozbot to do 
special tricks and a variety of colored mark-
ers to mark the path with the special cues 
for the robot to respond to.  

This challenge was embraced with 
enthusiasm and careful planning.  As the 
3rd graders continued to explore, they dis-
covered that they could connect their paths 
with other group’s paths, making longer 
paths for their Ozbots.  So exciting! 

One of the natural benefits of working 
cooperatively with peers is the chance to 
see, think, and wonder about one another’s 
thought processes and methods of learning.  
They used what they saw and heard to adapt 
their own methods for the project.  

Learning styles are so different from 
one student to the next, and being able to 
bounce ideas off one another is incredibly 
helpful.  Cooperative learning is also a great 
way to spark NEW ideas; it is mutually ben-
eficial for each student in a partnership, as 
well as between groups, which may have very 
different ideas.  In the third grade, we often 
use a variety of spontaneous partnerships, 
small groups, and pre-arranged groupings.    

— Denie Inman & Heidi Melville,  
 3rd Grade Teachers

3rd Grade Science Day Robots

3rd graders 
drawing paths 
for their Ozbot 
robots to follow

All Can Be Successful 

See more photos 
of these and other 

student activities at 
https://saintgeorges.

smugmug.com/  
or scan this QR code


