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 Milestones

Remembering Mike Wootton
Teacher, 
Coach & 
Friend

“It looks as though an undiagnosed, 
underlying genetic disease led to acute liver 
failure.  Tragically, while waiting for a trans-
plant, Mike experienced complications from 
which he was unable to recover.”

Mike was introduced to Saint George’s 
by friends of the school, including his wife 
Bailley Robinson Wootton ’02.  

“Like so many people working at SGS, 
Mike was a multi-faceted and skilled employ-
ee,” says Head of School Jamie Tender.  “He 
was well-known for his professional photogra-
phy abilities, serving as photography teacher 
(2013-20) and helping create and lead the 
overnight photo experience.”  

He was also a constant presence at school 
events — taking pictures at Prom, Graduation, 
athletic events, and extracurricular activities, 
including Casino Night just this past Novem-
ber.  “His easy-going nature and investment 
in the student experience endeared him 
to many young people and adults over the 
years,” says Jamie.

“Mike was my photography teacher in 
10th grade and helped me fall in love with 
photography,” says Nico Morales ’21.  “His 
class was the last class of the day for me, and I 
always looked forward to it.  I always found it 
funny that Mike, a photography teacher, hat-
ed when we took pictures of him.  So much 
so that he (jokingly) threatened to take points 
from us for every picture taken of him.”  

“Mike was an amazing friend and teach-
er,” says Nico.  “I know he’s looking down 
and taking thousands of pictures of us.”

“Mike Wootton, with his ever-present 
baseball cap, constant smile, teasing eyes, joy-
ful laugh, and sense of humor will be greatly 
missed,” says Judi Morgan, MS/US Art 
Teacher.  “Those of us who had the pleasure 
of working and laughing with him will always 
remember his dedication to his students and 
athletes on the field and floor, his creativity, 
and genuine huge heart.  He has left this 

K
Kind and fun-loving, intense and focused.  A 
skilled professional photographer, beloved 
teacher, successful coach, and devoted hus-
band and father.  All of these describe Mike 
Wootton, a vital part of the Saint George’s 
community for the past decade.

Which makes the news of his death on 
Dec. 29, 2021 at the age of 41, all the more 
difficult to accept.   

As his family shared after his passing: 
“For the last several months, Mike had been 
experiencing some health issues.  However, 
it wasn’t clear how significant they were until 
he went to the ER on December 14, at which 
time they found him to be in liver failure.  
Mike was quickly transported to Swedish 
Hospital in Seattle where he was approved 
for a liver transplant.
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Learn more at 
the GoFundMe 
site set up for the 
Wootton Girls at 
this QR code:

world a better place because of his time here.  
We are blessed to have crossed paths.”

Those athletes included numerous play-
ers on the basketball (2011-18) and baseball 
(2011-18) teams Mike coached during his 
tenure with the Dragons.  As head baseball 
coach from 2014-18, his teams had an overall 
record of 52-32.  They claimed a league title 
in 2017, with Mike earning North League 
Coach of the Year honors and the team 
reaching the first round of the State Tourna-
ment.  

“His greatest strength was building rela-
tionships with kids he coached and taught,” 
says Ryan Peplinski, SGS Athletic Director 
and Head Boys Basketball Coach.  “Mike was 
a great fit for our community, knowing the 
Saint George’s School experience doesn’t 
end at 3:10 p.m.  He worked with his athletes 
after school, mentored photography students 
on outdoor trips, and was always available to 
lend a hand when others needed help.”

“Mike had one of the biggest hearts of 
anyone I have known,” says Mark Rickard, 
Baseball Coach and Leadership/PE Teacher.  
“No matter the situation, his focus was on 
helping others and making sure that the peo-
ple around him were taken care of.  Whether 
it was making sure to get just the right light 

for our team basketball picture 
at Winter Formal or devising 
new and innovative ways to get 
his pitchers to follow through, 
Mike approached every situa-
tion with a servant’s heart hop-
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ing for nothing more than a smile in return.”
He will be missed greatly at Saint 

George’s, and our thoughts and prayers go out 
to Bailley, his daughters, and his entire family.  

“Being educators and coaches, we get 
to meet so many good people,” says Ryan.  
“Mike was one of the absolute best.”

— John Carter, SGS Communications


